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Introduction: Ministry rhythm
Come to Jesus for rest, refreshment, and renewal. Go in service to others.

God Uses Ordinary People.
Your reputation and unflattering past do not disqualify you.
Jesus continues to call ordinary people.
Ministers should not try to impress the world.

The mission of God advances through ordinary people (like you and me) dependent on Jesus and serving under his delegated authority.

Gospel Ministry Requires Dependence.
Jesus systematically strips away all forms of physical security.

Luke 22:35 is this mission trip’s debriefing conversation:
And he said to them, “When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you lack anything?” They said, “Nothing.”

Jesus sent them out with nothing… and they lacked nothing.

Stripping away our false security in our own resources is still one of Jesus’ favorite strategies to develop dependence. 

However, our passage is not a template for all ministry. 
	Jesus doesn’t follow templates!   (c.f. Luke 22:36)

There is an important difference between timeless principles and temporary practices.

We should adapt our methods … while remaining faithful to the mission.

However, we must not neglect timeless principles to appear relevant or up to date. 

The Gospel Demands A Response
When the message of Jesus is presented…
neutrality is no longer an option.

Greater revelation brings greater responsibility. 
Jesus is the greater revelation!

Indecision is a response.
Delay is also a response.

Ministry outcomes are not our responsibility.
Our responsibility is obedience, not outcomes.

When you feel overwhelmed by how others respond to the gospel, listen to the encouragement of Jesus – let God’s peace return to you.

Conclusion And Applications:
For Christians:
· Don’t let your feelings of inadequacy keep you from answering God’s call to ministry.
· Don’t feel self-sufficient when you have many resources – nor unprepared when you have none.
· Remain committed to timeless principles but flexible regarding temporary practices.

For not-yet Christians:
You have heard the gospel; a response is required of you…
· Do not delay or remain indecisive.
· Accept the good news of salvation,
· receive and enjoy the forgiveness of your sins,
· and leave here at peace with God.
