Promised Persecution
Matthew 10:16-31

Patti and Dan have a DTR talk.

In Matthew 10 the author, Matthew, works hard to be clear and one of the ways is by being specific. For example: 
	-He summoned His 12 disciples
	-Matthew then gives us the names of the 12
	-Matthew qualifies some of their names, “Matthew the tax collector”, “Simon who
		Is called Peter”, “and Andrew his brother”

Another way that Matthew works hard to be clear is by using a greek grammatical device called an inclusio.
	-It signals the author’s clear intention for a section of Scripture to be read and understood as a single, cohesive unit.
	-a literary device "where a passage opens and closes with the same or similar verse”.
-CHECK IT OUT! Matthew 10:5 and Matthew 11:1
	(this will help us out as we now have set boundaries within which to interpret this passage, especially with 10:22 and 23)

Introduction:
Matthew chapter 1-4	Jesus reveals His Person
Matthew chapter 5-7	Jesus reveals His principles
Matthew chapter 8-10	Jesus reveals His power

	-In Ch 9:28, Jesus instructs His disciples to “pray the Lord of the harvest to send
		Out workers into the harvest.”
	-In Ch 10, Jesus sends the 12 into that harvest.

In light of the inclusio, it’s then important to note the following:
	-this is a short-term missions trip, which ended in Mark 6:30. It’s a temporary
		assignment.
	-Jesus instructs specific people; the 12 disciples
	-Jesus sends them to a specific people group: the lost sheep of the house of
		Israel
	-Jesus gives them a specific message and authority to do miracles
		(1Corin 1:22 “For indeed Jews ask for signs…” or attesting miracles)

Read the Passage

-What does it mean to be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves?
	-have an answer on your lips (at least your testimony) and compassion in your
		heart. “Be hospitable with the Gospel”, Pastor Mark

There will be 3 sources of persecution:
-religious Jews
-government leaders and kings
-family members
-you (the 12) will be hated by all because of My name

Fear-Buster #1 What will the 12 say and how will they say it? (vs 19-20)


	-the indwelling Holy Spirit



2 Promises to the 12 (vs 22-23)
	-you will be hated by all

	-physical deliverance/rescue from physical death





	“This immediate short-term mission trip mirrors the global hostility that marks the
		end of the age.” Dr. David Jeremiah

Fear-Buster #2 What if they call (the 12) what they called Jesus? (vs 24-26)


	Be aware, this is guaranteed. You can’t conceal/hide your relationship with
Jesus.


Fear-Buster #3 Why should (the 12) not fear Synagogue Leaders, Governors or kings?


Fear-Buster #4 Why should the 12 think that they are valued by God since all
	this persecution is guaranteed?

	The Father knows when one sparrow falls to the ground. He knows each one of
the 12 intimately (down to the seemingly insignificant number of hairs on
their heads!)



	“God, don’t expect to gain more friends if this is the way you treat the ones You
		have.” Pastor Ron Dunn


Application:
1. Don’t be naive about this world. We are the sheep in vs 16. “Battleground not a Playground” mentality.
		Be sharp and blameless. Think Frank Turek, Wesley Huff, Alyssa Childers,
		etc.
2. Don’t be shocked. Opposition/negative comments/dismissal/demeaning comments/even persecution will come and it will come from religious people, Government officials, even family members.
3. Do rely on the indwelling Holy Spirit. Ask Him for the words to say and how to say them… especially in the moment.
4. We are not guaranteed physical deliverance from death as His followers. In Matthew 10, the 12 were guaranteed (see Mark 6:30).
A brief comparison of the sending of the 12 in Matthew 10 and the sending in Matthew 28:18-20 will help:

Matthew 10
	-specific people sent, restricted to the 12 disciples.
	-temporary (ends in Mark 6:30).
	-focus is on miracles (because of going to Jews 1Corinthians 1:22) and the
		message.
	-restricted to the lost sheep of the house of Israel and restricted from going to
		the Gentiles and Samaritans.
	-restrictions financially, on clothing, on housing

Matthew 28:18-20
	-no restrictions people sent, the 11 and everyone who has and who will believe.
	-no restrictions on which ethnic group to go to, in fact, “go to all nations”.
	-not short term, but until Jesus returns
	-no financial restrictions
	-no restrictions on clothes
	-no restrictions on where to stay
	-focus is on making disciples, baptizing, teaching all that Jesus commanded
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