The Waiting Father								      June 21, 2026
Luke 15

Sometimes grace takes time. It is in the waiting that the Lord shows us His kind patience.

Context: v1–2 Let those words to ring in your ears: “This man…receives sinners”. Is God really the loving Father or the One we should try harder to impress?  The Jews of Jesus’ day faced a real issue. 

Parable Part One: Lost Sheep v4-7
· Ratio: 1/100
· Finds and rejoices
· Calls for a party “rejoice with me”
· Lesson: “there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.”

Parable Part Two: Lost Coin v8-10
· Ratio: 1/10
· Finds and rejoices
· Calls for a party “rejoice with me” 
· Lesson: “there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
(In the time of Christ there was a Jew/Gentile dilemma.)

Parable Part Three: Lost Son(s) v11-32
The son who ran to the pigs
When you find yourself drooling over pods in a pig pen…
Describe all that is wrong in this scene:


Have you ever found yourself in a mess that would embarrass the real you. What have I done, how did I get here? The grace of the wakeup call. 


The confession speech (What does real repentance look like?)

The Open Arms of a Loving Father
This is God’s huge grace!  He was watching. He’s still waiting.

The compassion of the father for the son. 
· Ratio: 1/2
· Returns and father rejoices
· Calls for a party “And they began to celebrate” 
· Lesson: “my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.”

The son who was lost in plain sight

The older son missed the whole point: he too was lost. (Jew/Gentile dilemma) The father came and called (looking for the lost).

· Ratio: 1/1
· Not yet found
· Celebration awaits
· All heaven will rejoice

Jewish leaders, you have no idea what you have! 
· The self-righteous pharisees are the older brother.
· All sinners are the younger brother.

The 3 stories speak of the measure of God’s love for sinners. He is a loving, patient Father, ready to receive sinners. 

Applications
1. We are all lost without knowing the saving grace of Christ. He’s waiting.
2. Don’t be the older brother. Rejoice when you see God at work in others.
3. Whether lost and ready to be found, or you’ve strayed and ready to come home. Come.


