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We are grateful for the times we live in; things haven’t changed that much since Jesus taught His disciples. As His followers we are learning to live with perspective. 1 Tim 2:1-4; Gal 5:13

Sometimes we have doubts (11:2-3)
· Why did John ask about Jesus?  Matt 4:12; 14:3-4
· So, If He is the Messiah, why am I suffering? John simply needed reassurance.
· The circumstances didn’t fit the assumptions. 

Jesus doesn’t fear your doubts
· Peter walked on water, for a minute. 
· How many Bible characters had doubts?
· Come with open hands. Look to His Word, recount His words and works. 

Jesus’ works testify to His words (11:4–6)
Notice how Jesus helps the doubter: 
· the blind receive their sight and 
· the lame walk, 
· lepers are cleansed and 
· the deaf hear, and 
· the dead are raised up, and 
· the poor have good news preached to them. And 
· blessed is the one who is not offended by me.
The blessedness of the unoffended.

Sometimes we just need to be reminded of what we know. 
· What He’s up to. Look at His works. Then and now. 
· Time for a mid-year yellow-pad session. Recount the blessings, the activities of the Lord’s faithfulness to you, even the hard stuff.

Jesus acknowledges John (11:7-11)
· There’s an affirmation in response to a doubt. Not what you might expect. 
· John’s credibility affirmed 
· John fulfills OT prophecies, as the forerunner. Is 40:3; Mal 3:1

The Kingdom of Heaven rejected then and now (11:11-19)
· John compared with Elijah
· The rejection of both John and Jesus 
Children playing/singing: Them not receiving John or Jesus, is like the immature that don’t know what they want. 

Applications
1. Who can you think of in the Bible that expressed doubts?
2. Do you sometimes wonder why God hasn’t answered your prayer, or met your need just yet?
3. Consider a yellow-pad update on the Lord’s work in your life over the last 6 months.
4. Bring your aching heart and open hands to the Lord. Ask for help from a friend. 




