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We’ll see in today’s text that Jesus calls for a decision. The Pharisees clearly made theirs and Jesus doesn’t shy away from the outcome. 

The Ridicule of the Pharisees 
Jesus faces the cycle of rejection. Recall vs 14. Jesus faces rejection by the religious elite. 

The Fulfillment of Isaiah’s Prophecy (Is 42:1-4)

1. Evidence of the Trinity
· God the Father 
· His Servant Jesus
· His Holy Spirit 
· Matt 1:20; Matt 3:16-17; Luke 4:18 


2. Fulfillment found in Christ. 
· Well-pleasing to the Father
· Proclaimed justice to the Gentiles
· Free from quarreling or crying out in streets
· Gentle with the weak and the vulnerable (reeds)
· Bringing hope to the world through His justice


3. The Gentiles too have hope
The coming of Christ is for the nations. The Gentiles as well as the Jewish nation.
Gen 12:5; Acts 3:25; Gal 3:8; Gen 12:2-3



The Works of God demonstrate the Grace of God 22-23
Powerful miracle: compare 9:32-34
· How have you seen the work of God in your life?
· What brought you to faith in Christ?


The Words of the Pharisee demonstrate an evil heart 24
Jesus answers the foolishness 25-29
· Logic. 25-26
· Their lack of power 27
· Truth bomb 28
· His power over the enemy 29

Can we learn to answer as Christ did here?


Jesus calls for a decision
“He wasn’t being unkind, but uncompromising” CS
The Pharisees are AT the dividing line. Their rejection is noted. Their blasphemy is decided.

What is blasphemy of the Holy Spirit?
To accredit to Satan the work of the Holy Spirit through Jesus’ miracles and ministry. The Pharisees had a front row seat and they rejected. 


What is the unpardonable sin?
To reject the conviction of the Holy Spirit till death. 
· Specifically 
· Generally


An example of the difference: Paul, 1 Tim 1:13
· What’s it going to be? 
· Good tree or bad tree? 
· Good, redeemed heart, or evil, unforgiven heart?


Applications:
1. Give yourself time in the text this week to review.
2. Notice the grace of God even in His warnings
3. Let this passage refresh your desire to see God’s work continue through you for others. 



