Grace and the Great Commission						          Grace Church
Matt 28:18-20										Aug 9, 2026

Laure and I have been invited to Thailand to teach the Hmong pastors of Laos, Vietnam and Thailand. 
﻿
Grace Church is a Great Commission Church
﻿Matthew ends the telling of the Gospel account of Jesus’ life with what we now call “the great commission”﻿

Jesus has and is the authority for missions.

Jesus has all authority
· In His teaching Matt 7:29
· To heal Matt 8:1-13
· To forgive sins Matt 9:6
· Over unclean spirits Matt 10:1
· He delegated His authority Matt 10:1
﻿
Jesus died so all could know Him 2 Pt 3:9

﻿Jesus instructs us to make disciples
The word disciple is the earliest term used for the believing followers of Jesus. Apprentice
What is a disciple? One who is a born-again believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. 
Acts 11;26; 14:21
Have you been born-again?  John 3:3﻿

Today, we use the term disciple to speak from the point of faith in Christ to learning to live like Him, walk in His ways, demonstrate His love, etc. Jn 13:35; 15:8

Making disciples is the work of evangelism. 
· Sharing the gospel with those who don’t yet know Him. 
· What is the Gospel? The good news that Jesus Christ died on the cross in my place, for my sins and was buried and rose again on the 3rd day. 1 Cor 15:1-4
· In the Greek text, to make disciples is the only command, the only imperative or instruction. 

What happens when people are born again? They are filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit. Empowered for all of life and godliness. Rom 14:17; 1 Thes 1:6﻿

Grace Church is Committed to the Great Commandment
If the great commission is what we do, the great commandment is ‘how’ we do it. 
Matt 22:34-40
﻿Loving God
· This is our complete adoration, our worship of our Good God. He is worthy to be praised. 
· Not just by us, but by the nations! Ps 67:1-4
﻿
Serving Others
· This is how we minister to needs, both physical, spiritual. We are changed by His grace and now, empowered by His Holy Spirit to serve outside of ourselves.
· We serve by giving, praying, supporting, showing up, doing the work, all by His love and empowered by His Spirit.
﻿

How does the Great Commandment work with the Great Commission?
“We are people who love God and serve others so more will know Him as Lord and Savior.”
﻿

What do we do, as individual believers and as a corporate body of believers?
· Make disciples by going the way He has us, baptizing believers into the fellowship of the church, and teaching the truths of Jesus’ words for walking with Christ. 
· Sometimes we do this in rows. Sometimes we do this in circles.

Why a Pastor’s Conference? 
Whether here in the US for colleagues, or in remote places like northern Thailand.
· Pastors need preaching and prayer
· Missionaries need encouraging and support
﻿﻿

Applications
1. People everywhere need to hear the Gospel and be taught. How can I help?
2. Because of Christ’s work in saving me, I want to commit to…
3. I will pray for Pastor Mark and Laurie, Paul and Dan. 
﻿


