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Introduction 
An odd passage that is not what it seems
Jesus tells a story about a demon-possessed man…but it is a parable about Israel.
     “So also will it be with this evil generation.”  (Matt 12:45 AND 12:39, 41, & 42)

1. God Promised To Clean His House
Israel’s defining pre-exile sin was idolatry. 
The prophets repeatedly described sin and idolatry as uncleanness.
· “From all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you.”  (Ezek 36:25)
· In Zechariah, God promises to remove “the spirit of uncleanness.”  (Zech 13:2)

After the exile, Israel largely abandoned the gross public idolatry of its past. 
The Pharisees became VERY good at keeping the house clean.
The house had been swept and put in order, but it was EMPTY.

2. Cleansing Was Never The End Goal. Filling Was!
God never intended for his house to be left clean and empty.
     “I will put my Spirit within you…”  (Ezek 36:27)
And now the Spirit of God is working right in front of them through Jesus:
· “If it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”  (Matt 12:28)

Religious leaders became so concerned with avoiding uncleanness that when the Spirit of God worked among them, they called his work demonic.
They cleaned the house…but rejected its rightful occupant.

Religious “rightness” can conceal your need for Jesus.
Why “worse” than before?
Greater revelation brings greater responsibility:
· Something greater than the temple is here.
· Someone greater than Jonah is here.
· Someone greater than Solomon is here.

Their condition is worse because they have rejected the greater revelation: Jesus.
Don’t be so convinced you are “all good” that you don’t see your need for Jesus.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]“Whoever is not with me is against me…”  (Matt 12:30)
With Jesus or against Jesus: there is no third category.

3. Jesus Tells Us Who His Family Is
Jesus’ natural family did not yet understand who he was. Mark tells us they came to restrain him because they thought, “He is out of his mind.”  (Mark 3:21)
Jesus points instead to his disciples:
“Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” (Matt 12:49–50)
Religious “rightness”…  Jewish ancestry… even biological proximity to Jesus…
These do not define God’s family
God’s family consists of those who receive the Son and order their lives around the will of the Father.

Sometimes following Jesus disappoints people we love.
Family matters enormously—but family is not ultimate. Love your family deeply, but do not allow their approval to determine your obedience to Christ.

Your family and friends may be outside now, but they need not remain outside. Keep praying, loving, and living openly before them.

God’s Family Is Open to All — And Joined Only Through Jesus
The invitation of grace is universal: everyone is invited; anyone may come.
God’s family is exclusive: it includes only those who receive the gospel of Jesus.
Don’t mistake religious cleanliness or religious affiliation for receiving Jesus.

Conclusion And Applications:
· Is your house merely clean—or is it occupied by God’s Spirit?
Clean is good. But clean isn’t the gospel. 
The gospel is Christ in you.
Don’t resist God’s grace. Receive it.

· Is something besides Jesus giving you confidence that you belong to God?
Religious participation?
An orderly life?
“I’m basically a good person…”?
Don’t mistake any of these for receiving Jesus.

· Whose approval governs your response to Jesus?
Family? Friends? Culture?
Don’t be a religious jerk… but do live unashamed of the gospel.

