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One of Jesus’ five main discourses in Matthew is all parables, here in Matt 13. Let’s see why and what we can learn for today. 

Kingdom Parables: Matthew 13

Already and Not-Yet of the Kingdom
The parables are b/c there is a significant change from chapter 12 to 13. 

Parables:
· More than 1/3 of Jesus’ teachings are in parables
· This type of illustrative teaching accomplished 2 things: 
“It repelled hostile skeptics and equipped serious disciples”
· A parable is intentionally less precise, focusing on a single big idea. 
· Guard against both errors: missing what’s of central importance and overanalyzing every detail.

Parables conceal truth from the objectors
Parables reveal truth to the followers

How can we understand a parable?
1. Be willing to learn. Listen, lean in. 
2. Look with spiritual discernment

Matthew 13, two types of parables given:
· General for the public. The mixed crowd along the beaches of Galilee, followers and the undecided.

· Specific for the disciples only. For the committed that wanted and needed to learn. 

These first three parables form a trilogy. These three parables concern a hidden treasure, a costly pearl, and a great net. Maybe Israel, the Church, the Gospel. Kingdom parables ultimately point to the ultimate coming kingdom, long anticipated, still. 

The Hidden Treasure - Israel?
Are we the man, and the treasure the kingdom of heaven, the gospel? The problem is the part about us ‘selling all to buy”. I’m broke. I know you’re broke!

Consider: Jesus is the man who gave all that He had to buy the field. What He purchases (with His blood) is redemption. The hidden treasure may well be speaking of Israel. 

It was on the cross of Calvary that He paid the price. Ps 24:1; Heb 9:15ff
And Israel is His treasure, now hidden, but one day brought forth in glory, as they turn in belief during the period following the rapture of the church! Is 27:6; Ex 19:5-6; P 135:4 


The Valuable Pearl - The Church?
Some would see us pursuing Christ, only to sell all, even when searching to acquire. 

Perhaps the pearl is the church. Specifically, you, today. 
Revealed only after it is created
The church is a product of suffering. Both Jew and Gentile today. 1 Cor 10:32

The Big Net
Preaching the gospel to ALL the world. Are there weeds among the wheat and bad fish along with good? Let’s focus on the the telling of the gospel of grace. 

Old and New Treasures
If the disciples understood, they were like the teachers who were now responsible to pass it on. The old and the new. 
· Understanding drives Responsibility.

The Rejection at Nazareth. 
The rejection of the nation is not limited to the powerful religious elites. The commoners of Nazareth had no time for a fellow commoner.
 
One pastor said, “We often have wrong ideas about what it means to be spiritual. We often think that spiritual people will be much more strange than normal. Those closest to truly spiritual people see just how normal they are and sometimes think that they aren’t spiritual because they are normal.”

Applications
1. Pray for Israel. Pray for God’s continued work among the nations for His glory.
2. Engage in your church. More than a gathering, a body, a family with a calling!
3. Pray for and preach the gospel, gather all the fish! 






