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Living out what we say we believe.
Jesus comes presenting Himself as the promised Messiah. A King with a kingdom. 
We’ve seen His miracles, heard His words, learned of His kingdom
Yet, He was rejected. John 1:11; Matt 12

The Cowardice of Herod
· Herod was a mess of a man. 
· Power in political placement doesn’t guarantee quality of personal character. 
· His beef with John and how John died in prison

The Courage of John
A man of integrity.  Mark 6:20
At one point Herod seemed to know John was on to something. 
In this bizarre account of John’s death, remember, we’re talking about the death of the one who introduced Jesus to the world. It was personal. 

Death is difficult. 
It’s hard to watch someone you love die. No one escapes death.
The only exception we can anticipate is the rapture: 1 Thess 4:16-17; Rom 5:12; Heb 9:27

Did John die in vain?
· From man’s standpoint: 
· From God’s standpoint: 
· From earth’s viewpoint: 
· From heaven’s viewpoint: 

Christians are often called upon to suffer. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]John died for a purpose because he lived on purpose. 

The Compassion of Christ
Compassion: How Jesus answers our needs

All-Sufficient Jesus
· No one would have thought to ask Jesus for 10,000 fish sandwiches. Not until…
· He meets needs through others (us) 2 Cor 3:5; 9:8-11
· He uses what we offer Him.

Let’s walk in His pleasure, aware of rejection and foolish people. 
Commit to courageous living by faith in the God who desires all to know Him.

Applications:
1. When faced with foolishness, choose courage with clarity. 
· Don’t give in to other’s crazy.
2. Deepen your courage by exercising your faith. 
· What can you do this week to stretch it a bit?
3. See others as Jesus does, with compassion.
· Here I am Lord. Here’s my lunch. 



