What Prayer Does								Grace Church
Matt 14:22-36									Sept 20, 2026


A Time for Prayer – Jesus (22-23)
Imagine the response of the crowds and disciples after such a powerful feast. Our text begins with immediately. Sometimes it’s okay to send people away!

Prayer Principle #1: set aside time.
If important for Christ, how much more for us? Before too long the wind is howling and the waves are crashing along the shore and Jesus knows it’s time.

A Time for Storms – Disciples (24-27)
He went to them. No record of them beckoning, or praying, or worrying. Yet He went. 
Prayer Principle #2: Jesus doesn’t always wait for us. 

Don’t miss Jesus’ words
1. Take heart - take courage, be of good cheer!
2. It is I - Ego eimi “I AM”
3. Don’t be afraid. 

Can’t help but think of Paul: Acts 23:11; 27:22, 25 
“I am: statements of Christ. John

Knowing it is Jesus, all fear is gone.
· Deut 31:6
· Isaiah 41:10, 13; 43:1-2


It’s okay to say, “I’m not sure what’s up, but I know He is here”.
Think of a storm when you knew Jesus was with you. 

A Time for Faith – Peter (28-32)
During this time, the disciples did not have the constant presence of the Lord with them. No Holy Spirit upon them. The Lord was with them, until He wasn’t.

What’s interesting with this miracle, a test of one’s faith is that Peter seems to initiate it. Jesus didn’t command. He invited only as Peter “by faith” requested.

Descriptive vs Prescriptive 
· Can you image the first step out of the boat? 
· What would you ask God for with that kind of faith? Matt 7:7, 11

Prayer Principle #3: It’s okay to ask big!
Sink or not, he got out of the boat.  Jesus did not deny him this experience.  Can’t help but wonder what getting out of the boat might look like for us. 

Response: Worship!
· Worship is a response to what we know of God.
· In our worship we declare who He is. 
· Our worship is a testimony of His grace, of His mercy and our redemption. We testify to others as we express our worship in Word and song. 

A Time for Healings - The Sick (34-36)
Those that know Him go find the people that really need Him.
Any different today?

Who needs what Jesus is offering? (Who doesn’t?)
Grace invites just the touch of His garment.  An image of faith. 

Applications
1. Be intentional to set aside time for prayer.
2. What do you notice God doing around you? 
3. If God was waiting on you to ask, what would you ask? 


