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When we see the compassion of God towards us and others, it motivates us to demonstrate such grace to one another and those not yet looking to God. Whatever you have going on, know that the Lord’s grace is compassionate towards you. Lam 3:21–24, 32

The Lord’s compassion for the outsider 21-28
Let’s consider how Jesus’ compassion changes lives, including ours.
· Jesus just left the Galilee area. Rather significant move. 
· Having had enough with the Pharisees, He will now move His ministry towards Gentiles. Jn 1:11–12
· Have you ever felt like the outsider?


Her need expressed
Why did she call Him the Son of David? 
· Her people were long ago rejected by unbelief.  Yet, “He answered her…”
· Your witness always matters.


A picture of intercessory prayer
· A Canaanite woman intercedes for her daughter
· Sometimes we don’t feel heard

Jesus’ compassion draws out her faith
Have you ever wondered if the Lord was listening?
· He hears your prayers. 
· Sometimes He is waiting. 
· He doesn’t answer to us.

Her faith expressed 
Jesus’ grace extended


The Lord’s compassion leads to His glory! 29-31
Perhaps He sat down on the mountain, still looking for rest. Yet needs were soon present. Still in an area of mostly Gentiles. 

The Lord is positioned. 
Psalm 34:18; 46:1; 145:18


Grace Initiates Compassion 32-39
· Sometimes the Lord’s compassion looks like feeding outsiders. 
· Jesus saw the need and initiates. Good model for us to follow. 
· The grace of God in provision extends to Gentiles. 

Same big idea from the feeding of the 5000
· He used what there was.
· He allowed the disciples to be His hands.
· Without Him we can do nothing with big needs

Two amazing miraculous feedings. 
· 5000 Jewish men + women/children, after 1 day, Matt 14  
· 4000 Gentile men = women/children, after 3 days, Matt 15  

Applications
1. Recall feeling like the outsider. How did Jesus find you?
2. Be ready for your faith to grow instead of only instant answers.
3. Are there nearby needs that you could initiate God’s grace towards?

