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What are you noticing about God’s faithful work in your life? It is good to come to worship aware of God’s character and activity. 

Jesus’ foes are blind from cynical faith in themselves. His own disciples are half-blind from weak faith and dull thinking. 

The Object of Faith 16:1-4 
The scene is set
The cast is introduced

Here are two groups who usually are enemies, but come together to oppose an even greater threat, the very person of Jesus. “Rivals become allies.” 

Pharisees
· Pharisees had a strict, traditional approach to faith and practice within Judaism. 
· Their methods for maintaining purity in theological truths of Scripture had deteriorated into legalism and hypocrisy. 
· They believed that the traditional teachings they developed in the course of their study were as authoritative as Scripture. 
· They believed these teachings had actually been passed down to the rabbis from Moses through oral tradition. 
· This would be their downfall. Their faith was in themselves and their traditions.  

Sadducees
· Sadducees held only to the teachings and principles from the Pentateuch. Rejecting the oral tradition of the Pharisees.
· They denied the existence of angels, the continuation of the soul after death, and the resurrection of the body. 
· They emphasized the blessings in this life for faithfulness to the covenant of Moses and stressed that the Law was vital for Israel to maintain its prosperity in the Promised Land and a place among the nations.
· This would be their downfall; they too would put faith in their ability to keep the Torah. 

Disingenuous Interest
If you’ve not believed what you’ve just seen, you’re not trying.
It is a sin to demand a sign: 
· Ex 17:7
· Psalm 78:18–20
· Matt 4:7

Answered with the sign of Jonah
The generation is evil and wicked b/c they did not believe.
The sign of Jonah is the coming resurrection of Jesus after His death and burial, prefigured by Jonah’s deliverance from the fish. The request for a sign is ironically itself a sign of this generation’s wickedness. 

The Lesson of Faith 16:5-12
Protecting the faith 
Why is Jesus telling them to watch out for leaven? B/C leaven affects the whole. Gal 5:9; 1 Cor 5:6 

What would be the coming danger of false teaching? 
What is the danger today of a little leaven?

The disciples missed the point - a lesson to learn
Disciples in boat with little bread.

Learning faith for the disciples. 
What is it that God is doing in our lives, our family, our community?
As our faith grows:
· Faith believes. 
· Faith trusts
· Faith acts

Watch out, be careful. 
How do we protect ourselves from swerving into leaven teaching?
· Stay in the Word. Be true in your study. 
2 Tim 2:15; Col 3:16–17
· Worship with grateful hearts of the Lord’s work in your life.
Is 29:13; Ps 51:16–17; Jn 4:24


Applications
1. As you come to worship and serve God, be mindful of His good work in your life.
2. How can you be careful of false teaching? 
3. Give yourself to the study of the Word and the Worship of our Lord. 

