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How like the disciples are believers today in our wonder of Jesus and our questions about what is in store for His church.  Imagine what they learned and how it changed everything.

The Context
Remember Matthew’s view of the Gospel
· The kingdom of God is at hand
Remember Jesus’ declarations of the Gospel
· Matt 4:17, 23; 9:35; 11:4-5; 10:1, 7-8

When Jesus asks a question…

The Question
Who did people say Jesus was?
· John the Baptist
· Elijah
· Jeremiah
· A Prophet
Many would say, miracle worker, great teacher, good example, hopeful king…

Who do you say Jesus is?
· A great moral teacher? 
· Consider the trilemma from Christian thinkers, like Lewis.
· World religions: Judaism; Islam; Hindu; Buddhist; LDS, JW

Who is Jesus—and how will we respond to him?”

The Confession 
Matt 16:16; John 1:49; Mark 5:7
The Father’s Revelation
Jesus came to reveal to us the Father, and His will.
· You are the Christ 
· You are the Son of the Living God
Peter’s position

The Lesson
The Rock of the Church is:
· The confession
· The apostles
· The Christ

What is the rock that Jesus is building His church upon?
1. The Rock is Peter’s confession of Christ
2. The Rock is Jesus Himself 1 Cor 3.11
3. The Rock is Peter who represents the Apostles Eph 2:20; Acts 2:42

Paul does not treat these as competing claims:
· The apostles and prophets have a foundational role.
· Jesus himself is the cornerstone.
· The whole structure is joined together and grows in him.

Jesus is the foundation of the Church Matt 16:18; Jn 20:31

The Keys of the Kingdom
· Authority or Access
· Teaching and discipline
· Gospel preaching

Peter in Acts
· He proclaims Christ at Pentecost.
· He announces the gospel to Samaritans.
· He opens the way for Gentile inclusion through the household of Cornelius.
· The other disciples also received this authority: Jn 20:22-23 

The keys were so the apostles could minister with authority. The foundational setting. 
· I want you guys to do the work of heaven down here! 
· Teaching. Freeing people up with the Gospel. With Grace. 
· Church discipline (restoration of believers) Matt 18:18; Jn 20:23 

When Christians Disagree
· Humility and submission
· Grace and peace
· Time and space

Applications
1. Have you ever clearly confessed your faith in Jesus as Savior?
2. How has the Gospel impacted you?
3. What would you do with keys in your hand?
4. How will you respond to different views?

