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Taunton Rugby Football Club
Photographic / Video Policy

Taunton RFC have adopted the RFU Best Practice Guidelines for
Photographic / Video images - including those taken by mobile telephone.


· The Rugby Football Union (RFU) recognises that publicity and pictures of young people enjoying rugby are essential to promote the sport and a healthy lifestyle. To facilitate this it is therefore essential that the following principles and rules should be observed. These Best Practice Guidelines have been developed by the RFU with advice and guidance on the use of images of young people. The whole RFU Safeguarding Policy is available at www.englandrugby.com/run/safeguarding


· Taunton RFC and RFU are committed to providing a safe and enjoyable environment for young people. Implicit in this is the commitment to ensure that all publications, resources and media represent participants appropriately and with due respect. By adopting the points outlined in these guidelines we will be putting in place the best possible practice to protect young people wherever photographs or recorded images are taken and stored. The images may be published on the club website. If at any time either the parent/carer or the young person wishes the data to be removed from the website, the Club Safeguarding Officer should be informed.


The following rules which will ensure compliance with the policy on photographic images are as follows:

1. Ensure Taunton parents/guardian/young person have granted their consent for the taking and publication of photographic images and have signed and returned the Parent/Guardian and Young Person Permission Form.

2. All young people must be appropriately dressed for the activity taking place.
3. Photography or recording should focus on the activity rather than a particular young person and personal details which might make a young person vulnerable, such as their exact address, must never be revealed.

4. Where an individual has achieved success in the game (e.g. when selected for representative side or showing triumph over adversity) permission must be gained from parent/guardian and young person to use photographs/recordings and relevant details

5. Where possible, to reflect the RFU/RFUW Equity Policy, photographs/recordings should represent the diverse range of young people participating in rugby.

6. Anyone taking photographs or recording at any rugby event must have a valid reason for doing so and seek the permission of the organisers/persons in charge.

7. Anyone taking photographs or recording should make themselves known to the event organisers/persons in charge and be able to identify themselves if requested during the course of the event.


8. All concerns regarding inappropriate or intrusive photography should be reported 
in confidence to the Club Safeguarding officer.
  
9. Photographs/Video should not be shared on personal/public social media pages without the written consent of all those pictured.

10. Visiting teams Head Coaches/Team Managers should be asked by their Taunton counterparts if they have any objection to photos of their team being taken.

11. Team Photographers (if so nominated) should be DBS’d through the club for all parties protection.

Taunton Rugby Football Club
Veo Recording Policy

1. Introduction 
The Veo Camera provides clubs with the opportunity to video record matches and subsequently share and analyse the recordings. When recording Age Grade Matches, users must comply fully with the RFU Safeguarding Policy, particularly the following sections. 

2. Photographic Images
The RFU welcomes the taking of appropriate images of children in rugby clubs and has developed guidance for parents/carers and those working with children to ensure photographs celebrate the core values of rugby. There are, however, risks associated with the use of photographic images. Clubs are required to: 
• Obtain parental consent for photographs or video recordings taken while a child is at the club or at away fixtures. 
• Ensure everyone involved understands and complies with the RFU Guidance on Photographic Images found in the Safeguarding Toolkit & Taunton RFC relevant policy.
• Exercise common sense and caution when taking or sharing any images of children. 

3. Sharing of Electronic Material/Media
The RFU’s Cyber-Guidance, also found in the Safeguarding Toolkit, highlights that websites and digital media can be valuable tools but carry risks. Clubs are legally responsible for their website and social media content. It is strictly prohibited to share sexually explicit or inappropriate material with children via any form of media, as this may constitute a criminal offence. 
Given the increased use of Veo cameras, and in recognition that RFU guidance has yet to fully address this technology, Taunton RFC interprets the policy on “Sharing electronic material /media”… that could harm a child directly or indirectly” to include sharable video content. 

4. In order for Taunton RFC’s Veo Policy to ensure the safe and appropriate use of Veo cameras in Age Grade Rugby, the following rules apply: 

· Permission Required • Any Age Grade team wishing to use the Veo camera must seek prior permission or have a standing permission from the Youth Chair & Safeguarding Lead for the current season. This reinforces the safeguarding expectations outlined below. 

· Players with Restricted Image Rights • If any player within a team must not be photographed or recorded, the Veo camera should not be used for that fixture unless for Safeguarding reasons and in that situation footage shared only with the Club Safeguarding Officers for each club and the recording age group coach.

· Opposition Consent • The home team’s representative (Coach or Team Manager) must seek advance permission from the opposition before recording. If the opposition refuses, the Veo camera must not be used unless specifically required for safeguarding reasons as stated above. 

· Opposition teams visiting Taunton RFC may request access to the specific game footage, this cannot be reasonably withheld if they have given their permission to record, but they should respond with their understandiong that the footage should not be shared with any persons outside of their clubs coaching / safeguarding staff.

· Opposition Recordings • If the opposition team attempts to record without seeking permission and your team includes players who cannot be photographed, you must: 
i. Request that they do not record the game. Should they insist, citing Safeguarding reasons, then a copy of the footage MUST be forwarded to besafe@tauntonrfc.co.uk

ii. Request that they do not share any footage online, in accordance with this policy.

iii. Teams have the right to withdraw from the fixture immediately should their wishes not be upheld.


5. Privacy Controls 
The recording’s privacy setting must be set to “Private” by the Club Veo Administrator. • Only DBS’d members of the “Youth” group may access the footage.

6. Prohibition on Sharing Clips 
Footage or clips must not be recorded or shared via smartphones or other devices for any players group below and including U16, without the express permission of parents of all the children shown in the clip.Any club member found to have done so may face disciplinary action. 

7.  Use for Coaching and Analysis
Coaches may use footage for game analysis and conduct review sessions with players in a controlled environment (e.g., clubhouse). Coaches may use footage within their coaching peer group for coaching purposes, without publication.

8. Use for Student Examinations
On occasion players participating in GCSE / A Levels may ask for access to footage from games in which they have participated. A Lead Coach may use their discretion, based on whether full approval to record a game was given by team members on both sides without restriction. In that circumstance, as long as a player commits not to share the footage outside of their examination evidence, the coach may give approval. This permission can be withdrawn at any time if abused. 

9. Additional Guidance  
Veo recordings capture audio as well as video. Playback should always be without sound to prevent inadvertent sharing of personal, critical, or inappropriate comments. 
If footage may assist a disciplinary or safeguarding investigation, it may be shared strictly in accordance with Taunton RFC & RFU Safeguarding policies



Taunton RFC recognises the need to ensure the welfare and safety of all young people in Rugby Union. As part of our commitment to ensure the safety of young people we will not permit photographs, video or other images including those taken via mobile phones of young people to be taken or used without the consent of the parents/carers and the young person.
We will follow the RFU guidance for the use of images of young people, We will take all steps to ensure these images are used solely for the purposes they are intended which is the promotion and celebration of the activities associated with rugby.


If you become aware that images are being used inappropriately you should inform the Club Safeguarding Officer as follows;
 James Litton – besafe@tauntonrfc.co.uk

Policy created and reviewed by James Litton, Club Safeguarding Officer, 13/08/2026
























Document reviewed and amended by
Samantha Wallis
Rugby Safe Lead / ACSO / Youth Chair
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