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K P I s

2004
Year of 
foundation

14
Years 
of ESMA 
registration

~130
Experts 
in finance 
and ESG 

500+
Clients

Pan-European customer footprint

Europe-wide coverage with local 
support in key regions

6 offices
Paris, Lyon, Madrid, Granada, 
Frankfurt and Hanover

G E O G R AP H I C AL  O V E R V I E W O U R  V AL U E S

Audacity
We dare to think 
differently and innovate 
with purpose 

Commitment
We support our partners 
with dedication and drive

Exchange
We grow through 
dialogue, collaboration, 
and shared expertise

O U R  M I S S I O N

Fostering informed and responsible 
decision-making for a more sustainable 
finance and economy

EthiFinance is an independent European rating agency, providing credit and sustainability ratings, 
analytics and advisory services

About us



EthiFinance Datasets for Investors and Financial Institutions

Our highly qualified 
European team of 
sector experts, 
located in France, 
Spain and Germany, 
provides a database 
of thoroughly 
researched data, 
scores and opinions 
on a universe of 2300 
European listed 
companies. 

In addition, our clients 
can request to include 
non-covered
companies and
organisations.

ESG 
Ratings

ESG 
Raw Data

Business 
Activities 
Screening

EU 
Taxonomy 
Data

SFDR 
/ PAI Data

SDG 
Contribution 
Data

Controversy 
Research

Climate 
Transition 
Assessment



ESG ratings providers play a critical role in 
the financial system by assessing 
companies' performance on sustainability 
criteria. Their ratings influence investment 
decisions, risk assessments, and corporate 
behavior.

The Role of ESG 
Ratings Providers

Risk assessment 
tool providers

Information 
Intermediaries

Corporate 
behavior 

influencers

Capital allocation 
influencers



Sustainability 
standards, 
norms, 
reporting 
frameworks… 

ESG Ratings – How Do They Work?

Provider’s 
definition of 
rating 
methodology 

Data collection 
and 
production of 
pool of raw 
data 

Production of 
scores 

Additional 
qualitative 
analysis 



Sustainability 
standards, 
norms, 
reporting

How we use AI for ESG Ratings at EthiFinance

Provider’s 
definition of 
rating 
methodology 

Data collection 
and 
production of 
pool of raw 
data

Production of 
scores

Additional 
qualitative 
analysis

Automated import of company publications
Extraction of data and information
Controversy analysis

Summary of key corporate information
Analysis of company rating reports
Summary of strengths & weaknesses
Explanation of changes in scores



The EU’s upcoming regulation on ESG 
rating providers aims to improve 
transparency, reliability, and 
comparability of ESG ratings. It applies 
to both EU-based and foreign 
providers offering ratings within the 
EU. Providers must be authorized by 
ESMA, disclose methodologies and 
data sources, and manage conflicts of 
interest. The regulation enters into 
force in early 2025 and will apply from 
July 2026.

EU Regulation for 
ESG Rating 
Providers Supervision

Conflict of 
interest

Transparency

Segregation of 
activities

Reduced scope

Interaction with 
rated entities



28. October 2025

How to prepare ESG data that
enhances ratings and boosts

investor trust
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We are experts for strategy, 
communication and design.
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We are experts in the areas of capital 
markets, corporate communications, and 
sustainability. Together we shape 
communication – with strategic thinking, 
first-class content and fascinating design.

40+ 
CD/CI projects/
campaigns

>70
experts

400+
IR/PR
mandates

1000+
reports

100+
transactions

6
times „Agency of 
the Year“, LACP

60+
brochures/
magazines/
books

150+
online projects

50+
film projects

120+
awards

>30
years of
experience

150+
sustainability
reports
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ESG and Sustainability – what is it and 
what is the effect in the financial world?
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ESG and Sustainability
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The compliance and 
capital market lens

Anchored in regulation, 
standards, disclosure, 

ratings, risk.

Comparable, auditable, 
investor-driven.

ESG as the  “accounting 
system of sustainability”

Builds on ESG data but 
translates it into strategy, 
positioning, and narrative.

E SG S US TA I NA BI L I T Y

Covers corporate 
purpose, brand

positioning, stakeholder 
engagement, employer 

branding, customer trust.

Sustainability is the “value 
creation and storytelling 

dimension”

VALUE 
CREATI ON



Capital follows Climate
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SUSTAI NABIL ITY REMAINS AN INVESTMENT CRITERI ON –  WHETHER ONE LI KES I T OR NOT



Value Creation attracts Investors
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COMPARI NG SUSTAINABLE I NVESTMENTS

Source: ALFI, European Sustainable Investment Funds Study 2024, January 2025

ALFI: Sustainable Investing Fuelling 
Resilient Growth for the Future

− EUR 2.2 trillion managed by European 
sustinable funds

− 19% market share of the European 
investment fund market are Sustainable 
Funds (6% in 2019)

− 20.2% growth in assets (versus 16.9% for 
conventional funds)

+15%
Higher Conventional Fund 
Size

+28%
Higher Sustainable Fund 
Size

Conventional Fund Size

Sustainable Fund Size
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https://www.alfi.lu/en-gb/pages/setting-up-in-luxembourg/responsible-investing/european-sustainable-investment-funds-study-2024
https://www.alfi.lu/en-gb/pages/setting-up-in-luxembourg/responsible-investing/european-sustainable-investment-funds-study-2024
https://www.alfi.lu/en-gb/pages/setting-up-in-luxembourg/responsible-investing/european-sustainable-investment-funds-study-2024
https://www.alfi.lu/en-gb/pages/setting-up-in-luxembourg/responsible-investing/european-sustainable-investment-funds-study-2024
https://www.alfi.lu/en-gb/pages/setting-up-in-luxembourg/responsible-investing/european-sustainable-investment-funds-study-2024
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How can you use this information for 
your company?
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What do Stakeholders want?
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ESG DATA PARADOX

− Abundance vs. usability: 
More ESG data is being 
generated → quality of the data 
is often low making it difficult for 
investors and companies to use 
effectively.

− Quantity ≠ quality: More data 
does not necessarily lead to 
better insights; instead, it often 
increases noise and complexity.

− Methodologies rely on consistency, completeness, and 
context.

− They reward transparency (public disclosure, verified 
data).

− Qualitative information (policies, governance, targets) 
matters as much as quantitative data.

− Typical rating dimensions: environmental (emissions, 
energy, waste, water), social (diversity, safety, 
community, value chain), governance (ethics, risk 
management, board oversight).

Common pitfalls: Inconsistent scopes (e.g., partial 
coverage of operations); Lack of alignment with recognized 
frameworks (GRI, SASB, TCFD, CSRD)

→ Understanding the logic of rating methodologies 
helps target data collection efficiently.

QUALITY MATTERS

− Banks and investors must assess ESG risks and comply 
with sustainability regulations

− Financial institutions use ESG questionnaires similar to 
rating criteria to gather company data

− ESG ratings help companies organize and disclose 
relevant information efficiently

− Companies with strong ESG data disclosure achieve 
higher M&A premiums and valuation multiples.

− Reliable ESG data reduces risk perception and builds 
buyer confidence.

− Comprehensive ESG data helps align buyers and 
targets on sustainability goals.

→ Transparent, high-quality ESG data builds investor 
trust, and enhances company valuation.

FINANCIAL STAKEHO LDERRATING AG ENCIES



Key learnings

9

Visible Transparent
Consistent

Complete
Recognised

Up to date

Comparable



How do I make my data…
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= traceable
− Governance and accountability
− Data collection and tracking 

− Reporting cycles

= standardized
− Use recognized standards
− Provide metrics and targets

− External assurance

= detectable/accessible
− Sustainability/ESG Report

− Integrated Report
− Website Disclosure

…visible …comparable, 
recognised, transparent

…consistent, up-to-date, 
complete



Examples of rating specific disclosure outside of the annual 
report
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Sources
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ALFI (Association of the Luxembourg Fund Industry), European Sustainable Investment Funds Study 2024, January 2025

ESG Today, BlackRock, LGIM Lose $34 Billion in Mandates from Dutch Pension Fund’s Shift to Sustainability & Active-Focused Investment Policy, 
September 2025

ESG Today, ECB Warns EU Against Removing 80% of Companies from Mandatory Sustainability Reporting, May 2025

UN PRI, Investors warn Omnibus package could weaken EU sustainability disclosures, harming investment and economic competitiveness, February 2025

KPMG, Global ESG due diligence+ study 2024

BCG + Gibson Dunn, The Payoffs and Pitfalls of ESG Due Diligence, April 2024

Deloitte, 2024 ESG in M&A Trends Survey, 

https://www.alfi.lu/en-gb/pages/setting-up-in-luxembourg/responsible-investing/european-sustainable-investment-funds-study-2024
https://www.esgtoday.com/blackrock-lgim-lose-34-billion-in-mandates-from-dutch-pension-funds-shift-to-sustainability-focused-investment-policy/
https://www.esgtoday.com/blackrock-lgim-lose-34-billion-in-mandates-from-dutch-pension-funds-shift-to-sustainability-focused-investment-policy/
https://www.esgtoday.com/blackrock-lgim-lose-34-billion-in-mandates-from-dutch-pension-funds-shift-to-sustainability-focused-investment-policy/
https://www.esgtoday.com/ecb-warns-eu-against-removing-80-of-companies-from-mandatory-sustainability-reporting/
https://www.unpri.org/news-and-press/investors-warn-omnibus-package-could-weaken-eu-sustainability-disclosures-harming-investment-and-economic-competitiveness/13023.article
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmgsites/xx/pdf/2024/06/esg-due-diligence-study-2024.pdf
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmgsites/xx/pdf/2024/06/esg-due-diligence-study-2024.pdf
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmgsites/xx/pdf/2024/06/esg-due-diligence-study-2024.pdf
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmgsites/xx/pdf/2024/06/esg-due-diligence-study-2024.pdf
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmgsites/xx/pdf/2024/06/esg-due-diligence-study-2024.pdf
https://web-assets.bcg.com/e5/19/51c8801a4393bfbccd8ef8a1bc42/bcg-the-payoffs-and-pitfalls-of-esg-due-diligence-apr-2024.pdf
https://www.esghoy.cl/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/us-2024-ma-esg-survey.pdf


The power of AI for ESG ratings

REPORT

REPORT

REPORT

REPORT

ESG PERFORMANCE DATA 

ENVIRONMENTAL

SOCIAL

GOVERNANCE

Unlock ESG insights



For ESG ratings, it’s crucial to:
1 - gather all relevant ESG data
2 - benchmark the datapoints
3 - derive an overall ESG score

→ AI can empower all 3 steps!



Extraction Structuring Analysis

OUR AI FOR ESG ENGINE

Briink has built an agentic AI engine
that handles ESG data:

→ Documents
→ Reports
→ Websites

→ ESG Due Diligence
→ ESG Frameworks
→ ESG Reporting

→ Gap analysis
→ Benchmarking
→ Scoring

“Questionnaires”



AI MODELS + 
EMBEDDED ESG 

KNOWLEDGE

UNSTRUCTURED DATA IN 
DOCUMENTS, REPORTS,
POLICIES, WEBSITES...

ACCESS VIA WEB PLATFORM OR 
PROGRAMMATICALLY THROUGH API

ESG 
EXPERT-IN-THE-LOOP

90+ % accuracy 40% to 40x time savings up to 80% higher data quality

We combine ESG expertise with agentic AI technology
to automate ESG data workflows at scale.

REPORT-READY 
ESG DATA 

CORE TECHNOLOGY

Customers include:



Upload internal company documents or automatically web-crawl 
public ESG content directly from any company website.

DATA UPLOAD & WEB SCANNER





REPORT

REPORT

REPORT

REPORT

ESG PERFORMANCE DATA 

COMPANY 1

COMPANY 2

COMPANY 3

Unlock ESG insights





Briink supports all major ESG rating frameworks:
SUPPORTED FRAMEWORKS



By using Briink’s ESG-specific AI engine,
you can unlock two core benefits:

SUPPORTED RATINGS

This goes for all parties involved:
→ ESG rating providers  → ESG teams of companies  → ESG consultancies

● Scaled workflow automation
→ Massively save time & budgets  

● Optimize rating results
→ Get better ratings

- data gathering
- benchmarking
- scoring

- close data gaps
- eliminate human errors



ESG Ratings – AI Empowered

Q&A  session



Thanks for joining – let’s keep the conversation going.

Kathinka Gruber
kathinka.gruber@kirchhoff.de

Dr. Julia Haake 
julia.haake@ethifinance.com

Marcel von dem Berge
marcel@briink.com

mailto:kathinka.gruber@kirchhoff.de
mailto:julia.haake@ethifinance.com
mailto:marcel@briink.com

