A touring play teaching the Holocaust and tolerance

SURVIVORS, an hour-long, educational and inspiring drama enacts
the history of the Holocaust through the eyewitness testimonies of ten survivors.
A young and diverse cast guide us on this perilous journey from the past and
encourages us to be Upstanders to today's antisemitism and identity hate.

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”
~Nelson Mandela




WHY THIS PLAY?

SURVIVORS is suitable for middle school through adult audiences and serves to:

Teach the history of the Holocaust through enacted eyewitness accounts.
Warn of today’s parallels to periods in the past where hatred was normalized.
Provide hope and life lessons on surviving present-day prejudice and trauma.

Encourage being an Upstander to today’s antisemitism, identity hatred, and bullying.

WHY IS HOLOCAUST EDUCATION IMPORTANT?
We teach the Holocaust to NEVER FORGET the genocide of six million Jews.

We must also never forget the brutal murder of five million of Hitler’s other
“undesirables” including people of color, gay people, the mentally and physically
challenged, priests, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and the Roma and Sinti people.

We teach the Holocaust because NEVER AGAIN can hatred become normalized!
With the continued frightening rise of antisemitism, identity and religious hate,
homophobia, and hate crimes, we can’t silently stand by and allow selected groups to

be singled out and marginalized.

We teach the Holocaust because NEVER IS NOW.

"SURVIVORS SHOULD BE AN INTEGRAL
PART OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM
IN ALL SCHOOLS..."

HENRY STERN, CALIFORNIA STATE SENATOR

NEVER FORGET! NEVER AGAIN! NEVER IS NOW!



WATCH THE SURVIVORS TRAILER

WENDY KOUT

PRODUCED BY

ARTS FOR CHANGE

OR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

WWW.ARTSFORCHANGEWORLD

PRODUCTION HISTORY

In 2017, Ralph Meranto, the Artistic Producing Director of CenterStage Theatre in Rochester, NY,
commissioned Wendy Kout to write a school touring play based on Holocaust survivors who immigrated
there. A year later, when the play began touring Rochester schools, word spread of its impact. Today
there are six independent productions of SURVIVORS which have and continue to reach tens of
thousands of students, teachers, and adults in the U.S. and Canada. Our West Coast tour is the sixth
production and honored to be partnered with Holocaust Museum LA, the Holocaust Education Center of
StandWithUs, and Tzedek America. Since our launch in March 2023, and thanks to our donors, sponsors
and grants, we have impacted thousands of students and educators from over 50 schools in California,

many of which are Title One.

Loyola High School for Boys — LA
Amino Jackie Robinson — LA

Museum of Tolerance

Burbank High School

PUC Excel — LA

LA Leadership Academy

Burbank Human Relations Council
PUC Inspire Academy — LA

Ronald Reagan Library

John Burroughs High School — Burbank
PUC CC Middle School — LA

March of the Living Reunion

Glendale High School — ASL included
Granada Hills Charter

Camp Alonim — Simi Valley

Herbert Hoover High School — Glendale
PUC Triumph Academy — LA

PAST PERFORMANCES

Santa Barbara Middle School
TVT Country School — Irvine
Merage JCC — Irvine

Santa Barbara Junior High
Crescenta Valley High School — Glendale
Ednovate Legacy — Irvine

Santa Barbara High School
Hamilton High School — LA

John Marshall High — LA

Dos Pueblos High — SB

Saban Theatre — Beverly Hills
Moorpark Unified Middle Schools
Savanna High — Anaheim

Amino Pat Brown — LA

Bernstein High School — LA
Calabasas High School

Amino City of Champions — Green Dot
Amino Compton

Fairfax High School

Grant High School

Santa Monica High School

Moorpark Unified Middle Schools
Calabasas High School

IAC — Woodland Hills

Canoga Park High School

Culver City High School

The Ebell of Los Angeles, Multi-School
Performance: Summit View School, Shery
High School, New Village Girls Academy,
Cheviot Hills High School

Museum of Tolerance - FREE Public
Performance

Cleveland High School


https://www.artsforchange.world/trailer
https://www.artsforchange.world/trailer
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https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/677c4ec0bf32f9dab72eb5a1_Jliving%20V2.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/683a0bc4c1285daa26d6613d_First%20They%20Came%20edited.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/6758af8f3266d24d4dc003e9_JJ.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/6758af8f1b3895e63a0a5325_BP.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/65c176fc0f21a3b417b5d768_Press%20-%20Coast%20and%20Valley%20Properties%20Monica%20Lenches%20Article.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/651c659f8ba663c6e282c0d3_SURVIVORS%20-%20Jewish%20Journal%20%209-22-23.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/651c65b4142b67d31a5c20f9_Jerusalem%20Post%2010-2-2023.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/65381f2489ed25d9ccd13711_Montecito%20Journal%20Feature%20Survivors.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/6541316ac375cb3741aec733_EJP%20pdf%20edited%20with%20banner.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/64b6ee04d80afe32cd87d7c1_WAIA.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/64d11e1d98b119aae2600bef_jlife.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/64b6dc7e328ffdcef069b161_The%20Wrap.pdf
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THE TEAM

Wendy Kout (Playwright/Producer)

Wendy Kout is an award-winning writer/producer of stage, film, virtual
screen, and television. SURVIVORS was commissioned by CenterStage
Theatre of Rochester, New York, and has been touring schools and stages
there since 2018.

There are productions of SURVIVORS in California, New York,
Pennsylvania, Minnesota, lllinois, and BC, Canada.

NEVER IS NOW, an iteration of SURVIVORS, had an acclaimed world
premiere at Skylight Theatre Company in Los Angeles, in September 2019
and was also performed at the USC Fisher Museum, and the Museum of
Tolerance in Los Angeles.

Wendy’s film credits include Co-Writer and Co-Producer of Jacob the Baker, which is now
streaming on Amazon Prime Video and On-Demand, and writing award-winning Dorfman in
Love, starring Elliott Gould, Sara Rue, and Haaz Sleiman. Television credits include Creator and
Co-Executive Producer of the Golden Globe and ASCAP award-winning ABC series Anything but
Love, starring Jamie Lee Curtis and Richard Lewis.

Wendy considers the writing and launching of SURVIVORS to be her greatest responsibility
and her greatest honor. She can be reached at wendy@artsforchange.world.

Genie Benson/TEEV (Producer)

Genie Benson is the Executive Producer at TEEV. Founded in 1994, this
full-service company produces concerts, conferences, festivals, galas, and
live-stream events for organizations, universities, and cultural festivals
throughout North America.

Genie has worked on the productions of Israel 60 at the Kodak Theatre,
Save a Child’s Heart galas at CSUN and UCLA, all local Los Angeles shows
with TEEV artists, and built national tours for TEEV’s Israeli artists.

Genie is also the Executive Director of Keshet Chaim Dance Ensemble, an
Israeli contemporary dance company that tours the world breaking down
barriers of difference through dance.

The child of Holocaust survivors, Sidonia and Lewis Lax, Genie is an unassailable advocate
for Holocaust Education and is determined to bring the play SURVIVORS to students
everywhere. She can be reached at genie@artsforchange.world.



mailto: wendy@artsforchange.world
mailto:genie@artsforchange.world

THE TEAM (CONT’D)

Evie Abat (Director)

Evie Abat is a former doctoral-level psychotherapist turned actor turned

writer/director/producer. As an actor, she has been seen on stages

0‘ around LA in such productions as Bloodletting (Playwrights Arena),

: Othello (Griot Theatre), America Adjacent (Skylight Theatre), The Late

Wedding (Son of Semele), Titus Andronicus (BoomStick Theater), and the

world premiere of NEVER IS NOW (Skylight Theatre), which was

’ developed from the personal accounts, included in this production of
SURVIVORS.

L

N She has also appeared on hit shows, including The Morning Show and
Loot, and in numerous award-winning shorts and features. She made her directorial debut in
film last fall with a short she wrote and produced, called Dad’s Gone Wild, which is currently in
post-production, and whose script has made official selection in several diversity script
festivals. Her feature-length romcom script has also won and been named an official selection
in writing festivals and is currently in pre-production for the Fall.

Evie is proud to be directing the West Coast tour of SURVIVORS and thanks Wendy, Genie, Gary,
and her actors for their trust and support!

David Azulay — Co-Producer/Consultant

Gary Benson — Project Coordinator

Tomer Ronen — Technical Director

Tedd Rosenfeld — Technical Assistant

Shellie Yaseen — Hospitality

Randy Fried — Deputy Executive Director of California Jewish Action Network
Ali Hurwitz-Kelman — Talkback Moderator from Facing History & Ourselves
Jeremy Broekman — Publicist

Gary Grossman — Skylight Theatre Company (Consultant)

Ralph Meranto — JCC CenterStage (Consultant) EAST COAST
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Presented by

For more information about SURVIVORS, please contact Genie Benson at
genie@artsforchange.world or 818-78400344

In partnership with:

Stand\VithUs
Holocaust

Education
Center

www.artsforchange.world

Credits:
Photographs: Kathrine Kohl
Video Trailer: lan Fischer
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https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/63ab9aa88af6f93af2efc3c7/6a84b854abe599e72fdd35e1_survivors%20tech%20rider%202026.pdf



