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Written Transition Tasks  

  

The written tasks below need to be completed prior to enrolment and can either be typed or 

handwritten. 

Please bring a copy of the completed work with you to your first dance lesson in September. 

 

If you have any questions on the tasks, please email: scarlet.hird@wyke.ac.uk 

 

Task 1: Review of Practical Tasks 

Using your group performance from Wyke 

Start, describe your 3 main strengths of your 

performance: 
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Using your group performance from Wyke 

Start, describe your 3 main areas of 

development of your performance: 
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3. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

Task 2: Analysis of Contemporary Practitioner  
  

  

Beach Birds for Camera (1991) Choreographed by Merce Cunningham  

• Cunningham said of his choreography for "Beach Birds", “It is all based on individual physical phrasing. The 

dancers don’t have to be exactly together. They can dance like a flock of birds, when they suddenly take off.” A 

work for eleven dancers, the rhythm for "Beach Birds" was much more fluid than other Cunningham dances, so 

that the sections could differ in length from performance to performance.  

• John Cage composed the music, and painter Marsha Skinner provided the costumes and décor.  

• The dancers were dressed identically in all white leotards and tights, with black gloves. Skinner’s backcloth was a 
white scrim on which the light varied in colour and intensity, decided by a lighting plot that was devised using 
chance methods.  While the timings did not relate to the dance structure, the gradual changes of light have been 
interpreted to imitate those that might occur from dawn to dusk on a beach. "Beach Birds" was adapted for film 
and called "Beach Birds for Camera."  

https://www.mercecunningham.org/the-work/choreography/beach-birds/  

 
  

Find out more about Merce Cunningham here https://www.mercecunningham.org/about/merce-

cunningham/  

Watch the excerpt of Merce Cunningham’s ‘Beach Bird for Camera’ https://vimeo.com/141096694. This 

video shows the first 14 minutes of the piece, you will see two different physical settings. One being in a 

studio and another in a stage  

setting. Merce Cunningham was a pioneer of contemporary dance, he strived to experiment and collaborate 

to create original and unusual choreography that moved away from ‘traditional’ contemporary. His 

movement explored the idea of Ballet legs and Contemporary arms whilst being rhythmically random.  

 

  

Listed in the first column are 4 key stylistic features of Merce Cunningham. Using the video above and through your 

own research, answer the questions below.  

Key Features of 

Cunningham Style  

Evidence from the Dance: Please describe the moment in DETAIL  

Costumes: Describe and 
explain how the  
costumes show the 

theme  

  



Aural Setting: How does  

Merce Cunningham use 

the music created by  

John Cage? Does it 

enhance or distract the 

choreography?  

  

Use of Camera: The 
piece was created for 
camera. Describe the  
use of camera within the 
piece.  
E.g. Zoom on hands 

to highlight intricate 

movement  

  

Movement: The 
movement is  
intentionally random. 
It is created used the 
‘Chance Method’.  
 
What is this method and 
how did Merce  
Cunningham use it in 

dance works?  

  

  

Merce Cunningham was 

known as a collaborator; 

Identify and describe the 

collaboration between 

Cunningham and at least 

two other 

artists/composers  

1.  
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