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EXT. STREET - NIGHT

PLAYFUL MUSIC FADES OUT SLOWLY. SILENT STREETS.

NICHOLAS YAWNS AS HE KEEPS WALKING. A BAG WITH
GOLD COINS CLINK.

NICHOLAS
(to himself)
Just three bags with gold coins

left... Who are the last persons
you want me to help tonight, my
Lord?

NICHOLAS SLOWS HIS PACE AS HE WALKS DOWN THE
STREET. A WOODEN SHUTTER OPENS. NICHOLAS GASPS.

NICHOLAS
(whispers)
I must be careful or that man in
that cottage will see me.

NICHOLAS RUNS TO HIDE, AS MARCUS LEANS ON THE
SHUTTER.

Side 2 MARCUS

(disconsolate)

START >>> Oh, what am I going to do now?

NICHOLAS sees MARCUS from across the street.

NICHOLAS
(lowering voice)
That man... He looks familiar...
MARCUS

I was so stupid to partner with
that Roman merchant.

NICHOLAS
(lowering voice)
Marcus! He is Marcus the jewel
merchant I met during my pilgrimage
to the Holy Land! He looks
troubled. I must get closer to hear
him without being seen.

NICHOLAS crosses the street, slowly steps into the shadows.

A DOG BARKS SOMEWHERE.

MARCUS
What will become of my daughters?
The Roman merchant... he demands
his payment. To settle the debt...
(MORE)
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NICHOLAS SIGH
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S (CONT'D)
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CREAK SLIGHTLY. NICHOLAS OPENS THE

SHUTTER .
NICH{LAS
Okay, I've opered the shutter and
now... First bdg...

HE THROWS A

G OF COINS INSIDE THE HOUSE.
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NICHOﬁkS
Second bag... A now. ..

MARCUS
(from inside the cottage)
Who's up there?

NICHOLAS GASPS] SHARPLY.

NICHOﬂAS
I must throw theg last bag now.

NICHOLAS THROWE THE LAST BAG. A HEAVY THUD OF
THE BAG HITTING THE FLOOR.

NICHOIRRS
Time to run, Nidholas!

BRANCHES CREAKING AND RUSTLING AS NICHOLAS
DESCENDS. SUDIENLY, HE STOPS.

NICHOﬂAS
Oh, no! My cloal... It's stuck with
the nest...
NICHOLAS PULLY HIS ROBE CAREFULLY. MORE BIRDS
CHIRPING.
NICHOIJAS
I won't hurt yo birdies. I
promise... V

SUDDENLY, MARCUS RUSHES TO THE SHUTTER AND LEANS

OUTSIDE.
MARCUS
You! What are you...
(awed)
Nicholas? Is that you?
NICHOLAS
(innocently)
Hello, Marcus... It's been a long

time.

MARCUS STEPS OVER THE BAGS WITH COINS.

MARCUS
What is this?

MARCUS LIFTS THE BAGS, THE COINS CLINK. MARCUS
OPENS THE BAGS.

Saint Nicholas © The Merry Beggars 11.


Ariel Gade

Ariel Gade

Ariel Gade


Saint Nicholas Episode 5: Sent to Give 12.

MARCUS
Golden coins? Nicholas... Did
you... And... What are you doing in

that tree?

MORE BIRDS CHIRPING. A BRIEF SILENCE. THEN,
NICHOLAS BEGINS TO LAUGH JOYFULLY. HE SIGHS,

DEEPLY.
NICHOLAS
Could you please help me get down,
Marcus?

NICHOLAS CONTINUES LAUGHING.

CRACKLING OF A FIRE. MARCUS AND NICHOLAS SIT
FACE TO FACE.

MARCUS
It was you. All this time... it was
you! You are the miraculous giver
in Patara and Myra!

NICHOLAS
It was not me, Marcus. It was the
Lord. Only using my hands.

MARCUS
Your secret giving has become known
all across the region! Everyone
must know what you do... How you
have helped me and others in need!
You have saved my daughters! You
have saved us all!

NICHOLAS
No, Marcus, please! You must not
tell anyone! What I do is not for
praise. It is for the love of

Christ.
MARCUS

But... We must thank you, Nicholas. &&& END
NICHOLAS

Thank the Lord alone. He heard your
cries, not me. He provided these
gifts in answer to your prayers. He
is the true source of all goodness
and mercy. Promise me, Marcus, you
will keep my identity secret.
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