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Education: 
 

1997  Doctor of Theology (Dr. theol.)     
   University of Hamburg, Germany 
   Magna cum laude 
 

1991  Master of Theology (M.Th)          
Federated Faculty for Research in Religion and Culture, Kottayam  
First class. 
Prize: Master's Prize of the Senate of Serampore College for the highest grade 
in all branches of M.Th. Studies 

 
1984  Bachelor of Divinity (B.D.)        

United Theological College, Bangalore 
First class. 
Prize: Senate of Serampore College Prize for highest grade in the B.D. 
Examination (Autonomous Colleges)       

    
1980  Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) 

Bangalore University, St. Joseph's College of Arts and Science, 
Bangalore  
First class      

 
Positions held: 

 
The United Lutheran Seminary (Gettysburg + Philadelphia) 

The H. George Anderson Chair and Professor of Mission and Cultures (July 2017 onward) 
Co-Dean of the Seminary (July 2017 – December 2017); 
Dean of the Seminary (January 2018 – June 2024) 

 

https://www.unitedlutheranseminary.edu/staff/j-jayakiran-sebastian
https://www.unitedlutheranseminary.edu/staff/j-jayakiran-sebastian


The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA. (July 2007 – June2017) 
Dean of the Seminary (July 2012 – June 2017); 
H. George Anderson Professor of Mission and Cultures;  
Director, Multicultural Mission Resource Center;  
Seminary Chaplain (from July 2009 – June 2012) 

 
United Theological College, Bangalore, India.  (June 1988 – August 2009)  

Positions held include: Professor of Theology and Ethics; Chairperson, Department of 
Theology and Ethics; Dean, Doctoral Division; Secretary of the Governing Council; and 
Editor, Bangalore Theological Forum. 

 
Minister of the Church of South India (1984 onward) 

Parish Ministry, full-time in rural and urban parishes of the Karnataka Central Diocese, 
and as an honorary Associate Presbyter;  
Currently regular preaching and presiding/celebrating at churches in the greater 
Philadelphia area. 

 
Professional Memberships and Guild Responsibilities: 

 
Elected to the Board of Commissioners of The Commission on Accrediting (Association of 
Theological Schools) as part of the Class of 2030 in June 2024. 
 
Co-editor (with Joseph Duggan and Simi Malhotra) of the series "Postcolonialism and 
Religions" for Palgrave Macmillan.20+ volumes published thus far: Postcolonialism and 
Religions | Book series home 
 
North American Patristics Society 
 
International Association for Mission Studies (served as Associate Editor and Contributing 
Editor of Mission Studies) 
 
International Association for Patristic Studies 
 
Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, NJ, USA  
 Resident Member from August 2003 – May 2004 
 
American Academy of Religion 

 
Board Member and Evaluator, The John Templeton Award for Theological Promise, 2007 – 
2011, renamed as the Manfred Lautenschlaeger Award for Theological Promise from 2013. 
 
Member, International Advisory Board of the Tantur Ecumenical Institute, University of 
Notre Dame. 
 
Member, Executive Committee, North American Region, Mission Study 2021-22, 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 

https://link.springer.com/series/14535
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Advisory Board, Currents of Encounter: Studies on the Contact between Christianity and 
Other Religions, Beliefs, and Cultures, Free University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 
 

 
Lectureships: 
 

The 6th Rev. Dr. K C Abraham Memorial Service and Annual Lecture, Kerala United 
Theological Seminary and K. C. Abraham Memorial Trust, via ZOOM on June 12th, 2022, on 
the theme: “’On Not Taking Refuge in My Shade’ (Judges 9:15): Remembering the Rev. Dr. K. 
C. Abraham’s Prophetic Preaching as an Impetus for Faithful Theological Education”. 
 
M. A. Thomas Memorial Lecture, Ecumenical Christian Centre, Whitefield, India, via 
ZOOM on October 30th, 2020, on the theme: “Ecumenism and the Pandemic: Seven 
Challenges and Seven Opportunities Today.” 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0hdqfzJejA) 
 
12th General K. S. Thimayya Memorial Lecture at Bishop Cotton Boys’ School, Bengaluru, 
November 26th, 2016, on the theme: “The World Through the Prism of Science and Religion: 
Perspectives, Possibilities, Promises”, along with Dr. Mandyam Srinivasan, FRS. 
 
Teape Lecturer, Universities of Cambridge and Edinburgh, UK, on the theme: “Converting 
Death: Continuity and Transformation in the Understanding of Death in Indian-Christian 
Communities.” Lectures at Cambridge on October 15th, 16th and 19th, lecture at New College, 
Edinburgh on October 23rd and lecture at St. Philip’s Centre for Study and Engagement in a 
Multi-faith Society, Leicester on 18th October 2007. 
 
Abraham Malpan Memorial Lecturer, two lectures on the theme: “Search for the Human in 
Contemporary India,” Mar Thoma Seminary, Kottayam, 8th and 9th November 2006. 

 
Select List of Publications: 
 

Books: 
 

Enlivening the Past: An Asian Theologian’s Engagement with the Early Teachers of Faith (Piscataway, 
NJ: Gorgias Press, 2009) 

 
"... baptisma unum in sancta ecclesia...": A Theological Appraisal of the Baptismal Controversy in the 

Work and Writings of Cyprian of Carthage (Ammesbek bei Hamburg: Verlag an der Lottbek 
(Peter Jensen), 1997). [Also published by ISPCK, Delhi, 1997]. 

 
Chapters in Books: 

 
“The Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper from a Postcolonial Perspective: A 
View from the Margins,” in Eleazar S. Fernandez, ed., Constructive Theology from Postcolonial 
and Decolonial Perspectives: Unsettling Empire (Bloomsbury Publishing/T & T Clark, 2026) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0hdqfzJejA


“An Asian Perspective on the Council of Nicaea and the Empire,” in Hanns Lessing and 
Daniel Rathnakara Sadananda, eds., Receiving Nicaea Today: Global Voices from Reformed 
Perspectives (Leipzig: Evangelische Verlangsanstalt, 2025), pp. 121 – 134. (Receiving 
Nicaea Today) 
 
“Why Should Asian Theologians Wrestle with the Council of Nicaea?” The Tenth 
Congress of Asian Theologians (CATS – X) Thematic Keynote Address, in Mathews 
George Chunakara, ed., Echoes of Nicaea – Enduring Faith and Embracing Unity (Chiang Mai: 
Christian Conference of Asia, 2024), pp. 41 – 50. 
 
“The Twenty Seventh M. A. Thomas Memorial Lecture (2020): Ecumenism and the 
Pandemic: Seven Challenges and Seven Opportunities Today,” in Mathew 
Chandrankunnel, ed., Rev. Dr. M. A. Thomas’ Memorial Lectures – Twenty Seven Years of Lectures 
on the Founder of the Ecumenical Christian Centre, 1993 – 2020 (Bangalore: Ecumenical Christian 
Centre Publications, 2021), pp. 381 – 394. [Also published with a different Introduction 
as “The Promise of the Single Contralto,” in Vinod Victor, ed., Quilling our Visions, Weaving 
our Dreams: A Festschrift to Rini Ralte (Delhi: ISPCK, 2021), pp. 16 – 27.] 
 
“Revitalizing the Fading Ecumenical Memory and Reenergizing the Promise of our 
Ecumenical Future: Can Ecumenism be Taught?” in Peter Casarella and Gabriel Said 
Reynolds, eds., The Whole Is Greater Than Its Parts: Encountering the Interreligious and Ecumenical 
Other in the Age of Pope Francis (New York: The Crossroad Publishing Company/Herder & 
Herder, 2020), pp. 141 – 156. 
 
“Estranging the Stranger? Revisions and Re-visioning Ecumenical Missiology,” in 
Michael Biehl et al., Witnessing Christ: Contextual and Interconfessional Perspectives on Christology 
(Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 2020), pp. 63 – 69. 

 
 “Evoking the Bible at a Funeral in an Indian-Christian Community," in Tat-Siong Benny 

Liew and Fernando F. Segovia, eds., Colonialism and the Bible: Contemporary Reflections from 
the Global South (Lanham: Lexington Books, 2018), pp. 187 – 197. 

 
“Celebrating the Dynamic Legacy of the Reformation – An Indian Perspective,” in Philip 

D. W. Krey, ed., Reformation Observances: 1517 – 2017 (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2017), 
pp. 43 – 68. 

 
“’Only Christ and No Formulation of Christ Can Determine the Frontier’: J. Russell 

Chandran's Ongoing Challenges to Christian Ecumenism,” in Jesudas M. Athyal, ed., A 
Light to the Nations: The Indian Presence in the Ecumenical Movement in the Twentieth Century 
(Geneva: World Council of Churches, 2016), pp. 143 - 152, notes pp. 238 - 240. 

 
“Contributions of Indian Christian Theology Towards the Ongoing Theologizing in the 

Indian Context,” in Samuel George and P. Mohan Larbeer, eds., Christian Theology: Indian 
Conversations (Bangalore: Board of Theological Education of the Senate of Serampore 
College, 2016), pp. 41 – 59. 

 

https://www.eva-leipzig.de/attachments/9783374079759.pdf
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“’He, who wants to hear God talking, shall read the Holy Writ’: Response to the paper by 
Jan-Dirk Döhling,” in Jan Hermelink and Alexander Deeg, eds., Viva Vox Evangelii: 
Reforming Preaching, Studia Homiletica 9 (Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 2013), 
pp. 104 – 109. 

 
“Should the Pedal Point Always Bring Dissonance Back into Harmony? Interrogating 

missio Dei from an Asian American Perspective,” in Eleazar S. Fernandez, ed., New 
Overtures - Asian American Theology in the 21st Century: Essays in Honor of Fumitaka Matsuoka 
(Upland, CA: Sopher Press, 2012), pp. 269 – 287. [Also in Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and 
Religion, Vol. 3, Issue 2.13 (January 2012), 19 pages.] 

 
“’Pierced by the curved end of a rainbow’: Decolonizing the Body of the Martyr,” in David 

Joy and Joseph F. Duggan, eds., Decolonizing the Body of Christ: Theology and Theory after 
Empire? (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), pp. 35 – 51. 

 
“Intertwined Interaction: Reading Gregory of Nazianzus Amidst Inter-religious Realities 

in India,” in William F. Storrar, Peter J. Casarella, and Paul Louis Metzger, eds., A World 
for All? Global Civil Society in Political Theory and Trinitarian Theology (Grand Rapids, MI and 
Cambridge, U.K.: Eerdmans, 2011), pp. 162 – 177.  

 
“The Guide Who Stands Aside: Confessing Christ in India Today,” in Asian and Oceanic 

Christianities in Conversation: Exploring Theological Identities at Home and in Diaspora, eds., 
Heup Young Kim, Fumitaka Matsuoka and Anri Morimoto, Studies in World 
Christianity and Interreligious Relations 47 (Amsterdam and New York: Rodopi, 2011), 
pp. 135 – 148.  

 
 “Interrogating Christian Practices: Popular Religiosity Across the Ocean,” in Thomas F. 

Best, ed., Baptism Today: Understanding, Practice, Ecumenical Implications (Collegeville, 
Minnesota: Liturgical Press/ Geneva: World Council of Churches Publications, 2008), 
pp. 255 - 266. 

 
“Jud(as)signing Blame,” in R. S. Sugirtharajah, ed., Still at the Margins: Biblical Scholarship 

Fifteen Years after the ‘Voices from the Margin’ (London: T & T Clark, 2008), pp. 98 – 103. 
 
“Interrogating missio dei: From the mission of God toward appreciating our mission to 

God in India today,” in Max L. Stackhouse and Lalsangkima Pachuau, eds., News of 
Boundless Riches: Interrogating, Comparing, and Restructuring Mission in a Global Era, Vol. I 
(Delhi: ISPCK/UTC/CTI, 2007), pp. 26 – 44. Also in Rolv Olsen, ed. Mission and 
Postmodernities, Regnum Edinburgh 2010 Series (Oxford: Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies, 2011), pp. 204 – 221. 

 
“Facing Technology: Challenges for the Pastoral Ministry,” in Samuel W. Meshack, ed., 

Mission with the Marginalized: Life and Witness of Rev. Dr. Prasanna K. Samuel (Tiruvalla: 
Christava Sahitya Samithi, 2007), pp. 523 – 532. 

 



“The Enduring Legacy of L. P. Larsen at the United Theological College, Bangalore, 
India,” in George Oommen and Hans Raun Iversen, eds., It Began in Copenhagen: Junctions 
in 300 Years of Indian-Danish Relations in Christian Mission (Delhi: ISPCK, 2004), pp. 311 – 
323. {Danish version, “Arven efter L. P. Larsen på United Theological College I 
Bangalore” in Det Begyndte I København … Knudepunkter I 300 Års Indisk-Danske Relationer I 
Mission (Syddansk Universitetsforlag, 2005), pp. 248 – 256} 

 
“A Strange Mission Among Strangers: The Joy of Conversion,” in Andrea Schultze, 

Rudolf v. Sinner, Wolfram Stierle (Hg.), Vom Geheimnis des Unterschieds: Die Wahrnehmung 
des Fremden in Ökumene-, Missions- und Religionswissenschaft (Münster: LIT Verlag, 2002), pp. 
200 - 210. Also published under the title: “The Joy of Conversion,” in Mizoram Theological 
Journal, Vol. III, No. 3 (July – Sept. 2003), pp. 18 – 32. 

 
“Why Should Asian Theologians Read Texts of the Early Teachers of Faith?” in Samson 

Prabhakar, ed., Inter-Cultural Asian Theological Methodologies: An Exploration (Bangalore: 
South Asia Theological Research Institute, 2002), pp. 46 – 61. [Also published in Asian 
Christian Review, Vol. 2, No. 1 (Spring 2008), pp. 29 – 42. 

 
“Issues of Conversion and Baptism in relation to Mission,” in P. Victor Premasagar, ed., 

New Horizons in Christian Mission: A Theological Exploration, Gurukul Summer Institute 1999 
(Chennai: Gurukul, 2000), pp. 375 – 393. 

 
“Permeating all things with divinity: Jesus in Selected Writings of the Teachers of the 

Early Church in the Second Century,” in Gnana Robinson, ed. Challenges and Responses: 
Church's Ministry in the Third Millennium - Challenges for Theological Education (Bangalore: 
Asian Trading Corporation, 2000), pp. 294 - 314. 

 
“Martyrs and Heretics: Aspects of the Contribution of Women to Early Christian 

Tradition,” in Prasanna Kumari, ed., Feminist Theology: Perspectives and Praxis, Gurukul 
Summer Institute 1998 (Chennai: Gurukul Lutheran Theological College and Research 
Institute, 1999), pp. 135 - 153. 

 
“Baptism and the Unity of the Church in India Today,” in Michael Root and Risto 

Saarinen, eds., Baptism and the Unity of the Church (Grand Rapids, Michigan/Cambridge, 
U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.; Geneva: WCC Publications, 1998), pp. 196 
– 207. 

 
“The Missionsakademie an der Universität Hamburg as a Forum of Intercultural and 

Ecumenical Exchange,” in Theodor Ahrens, ed., Zwischen Regionalität und Globalisierung: 
Studien zu Mission, Ökumene und Religion (Ammersbek bei Hamburg: Verlag an der Lottbek 
(Peter Jensen), 1997), pp. 265 – 270. 

 
Contributions to Festschriften: 

 



“Inspiring Theological Exploration,” in Bethel Krupa Victor and Joshua Samuel, eds., 
Celebrating Four Decades of Dalit Theology: Essays in Honor of Prof. Arvind P. Nirmal 
(ISPCK/United Theological College, 2025), pp. 214 – 222. 
 
“Layer of the Cornerstone, Chaplain, Housefather: The multifaceted journey of Father 
Heyer and theological education today,” in Laila L. Vijaya, Johnson Thomaskutty, and 
Suresh Gunti, eds., Justice, Kindness, Humility: A Festschrift to the Rev. Dr. Prof.  Chilkuri Vasantha 
Rao on his Sixtieth Birthday (Delhi: ISPCK/UCCI/UTC, 2023), pp. 227 – 237. 
 
With Mrinalini Sebastian, “Occupying the Imagination: T. S. Eliot’s (S)creed against 
Church Union in Postcolonial Perspective,” in Rita Nakashima Bock and Tat-siong 
Benny Liew, eds., Theology of the Multitude for the Multitudes: The Legacy of Kwok Pui-lan 
(Claremont, CA: Claremont University Press, 2021), pp. 89 – 107. Available at: Theologies 
of the Multitude (claremontpress.com) 
 
“Can Pastoral Praxis Flourish in Institutional Settings? A Homiletical and Biblical 
Exploration,” in I. John Mohan Razu and Arun Kumar Wesley, eds., Living Theologies – 
Reflections from Diverse Specificities: A Festschrift in Honour of Rev. Dr. Vincent Rajkumar 
(Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society/Christian World Imprints, 
Bangalore and Delhi, 2021), pp. 133 – 144. 
 
“The Promise of the Single Contralto,” in Vinod Victor, ed., Quilling our Visions, Weaving our 

Dreams: A Festschrift to Rini Ralte (Delhi: ISPCK, 2021), pp. 16 – 27. 
 
“The Untenanted Cross: The Vocation of Preaching,” in Limuel Equina and Wati 

Longchar, eds., Ministerial Challenges in Contemporary World: Towards a Transformative 
Theological Education – Essays in Honour of Henry S. Wilson (Serampore and Iloilo City: 
Programme for Theology and Cultures in Asia and Association for Theological 
Education in Southeast Asia, 2019), pp. 228 – 234. 

 
“Postcolonial Studies in the Service of Theological Education,” in P.V. Joseph, ed., Bible, 

Mission, and Theology: A Festschrift in Honor of Rev. Dr. Simon Samuel (Dehradun: Luther W. 
New Jr. Theological College/Delhi: ISPCK, 2018), pp. 163 - 177. 

 
“Neither Fellowship or Patience, nor Toleration or Acceptance: Believing, Belonging, 

Luther, the Jews, and Questions on Contemporary Nationalism,” in Y. T. Vinayaraj, 
Dexter Maben, Woba James, eds. Re-imagining Reformation: Essays in Honor of P. G. George 
(Delhi: ISPCK 2017), pp. 8 – 22. [Also in Seminary Ridge Review, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Autumn 
2017), pp. 3 – 14.] 

 
“The Always Generous and Every Ready Church,” in Wati Longchar and P. Mohan 

Larbeer, eds., Communion on the Move: Towards a Relevant Theological Education - Essays in 
Honour of Bishop John Sadananda (Bangalore: BTESSC, 2015), pp. 139 - 148. 

 
“Remembering Father Heyer,” in Praveen P. S. Perumalla, Royce M. Victor, and Naveen 

Rao, eds., The Yobel Spring: Festschrift to Rev Dr Chilkuri Vasantha Rao on his 50th Birthday, Vol. 2 

https://claremontpress.com/theologies-of-the-multitude.html
https://claremontpress.com/theologies-of-the-multitude.html


(Delhi: ISPCK and Hyderabad: Andhra Christian Theological College, 2014), pp. 449 – 
452. 

 
 “On being Renewed by the Church: Connections, Interconnections, and Reconnections,” 

in Ecclesiology: The Continuing Possibility of Renewal: Festschrift to Bishop Dyvasirvadam on his 
60th Birthday, eds., Chilkuri Vasantha Rao and Vinod Victor (Delhi: ISPCK, 2014), pp. 
207 – 214. 

 
“Have you seen the face of an angel?” in Vinod Victor and Amritha Bosi Perumalla, eds., 

Preaching in the 21st Century - Toward a New Homiletics: Festschrift to The Rt. Rev. Dr. P. Surya 
Prakash (Delhi: ISPCK, 2013), pp. 21 - 25. 

 
“Interventions, Interconnections, and Interactions,” in Douglas Ruffle and Nicola 

Mulligan, eds. In the Precious Name: A Celebratory Writing in Honor of Bishop Sudarshana 
Devadhar (Tom’s River, NJ: Jersey Shore Press, 2011), pp. 198 – 204. 

 
“Overcoming Ignorance and Arrogance: Public Theology in a Multicultural Context,” in     

V. J. John, ed., Many Ways of Pluralism: Essays in Honour of Kalarikkal Poulose Aleaz (Delhi: 
ISPCK, 2010), pp. 320 – 329. 

 
“On Walking Through the Cemetery: Continuity and Transformation in Reading Death 

in an Indian-Christian Community,” in Tat-siong Benny Liew, ed., Postcolonial 
Interventions: Essays in Honor of R. S. Sugirtharajah (Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix Press, 2009), 
pp. 178 – 189. 

 
“Interrogating Forgiveness: Learning from the Early Church,” in Monica J. Melanchthon 

and George Zachariah, eds., Witnessing in Context: Essays in Honor of Eardley Mendis 
(Tiruvalla: Christava Sahitya Samithi, 2007), pp. 190 – 205). [Also published in Doon 
Theological Journal, Vol. 4, No. 2 (July 2007), pp. 138 – 152.] 

 
“Facing Suffering: The Stream of Life and Human Realities,” in Gideon Sobhanam and 

Vinod Victor, eds., Shepherd of a Pilgrim People: Essays in Honour of Bishop J. W. Gladstone 
(Delhi: ISPCK for CSI South Kerala Diocese, 2005), pp. 147 – 157. 

 
“Remembering Martyrdom in Africa,” in Andreas Heuser and Wolfram Weiße, eds., 

Neuere religiöse Bewegungen in internationaler Perspektive: Festschrift für Erhard Kamphausen 
(Aachen: Verlaghaus Mainz GmbH Aachen, 2005), pp. 197 – 207. 

 
“Security, Risk and the Consequences of Grace: Reading a Letter of Cyprian of Carthage 

in Today’s Glocalized World,” in Joseph George, ed., The God of All Grace: Essays in Honour 
of Origen Vasantha Jathanna (Bangalore: Asian Trading Corporation and United 
Theological College, 2005), pp. 217 – 227. 

 
“Constituting the Human: Rights, Responsibilities and Risks in India Today,” in Amélé 

Adamavi-Aho Ekué and Michael Biehl, eds., Gottesgabe: Vom Geben und Nehmen im Kontext 



gelebter Religion – Festschrift zum 65. Geburtstag von Theodor Ahrens (Frankfurt am Main: 
Verlag Otto Lembeck, 2005), pp. 397 – 406.  [Also published in C. I. David Joy, 
ed., Transforming Praxis: God, Community and Church – Essays in Honour of Dr. I. John Mohan 
Razu (Bangalore/Delhi: UTC/ISPCK, 2008), pp. 70 – 79.] 

 
“The Emergence of Christianity in the Context of Rome,” in Y. Moses, ed., Discerning 

Mission Today: Essays in Honour of Ipe Joseph (Delhi: ISPCK, 2004), pp. 58 – 63. 
 
“Infant versus Believers' Baptism: Search for Ecumenical Understanding,” in Vinod 

Victor, Leslie Nathaniel and P. Surya Prakash, eds., Ecumenism: Prospects and Challenges – 
Festschrift to the Rev. G. Dyvasirvadam (Delhi: ISPCK, 2001), pp. 124 – 141.  

 
 “Listening to the Speaking Bible: Interpreting the Use of the Bible in a Letter of Cyprian 

of Carthage,” in Daniel Jones Muthunayagom, ed., Bible Speaks Today: Essays in Honour of 
Gnana Robinson (Delhi: ISPCK, 2000), pp. 71 - 81. 

 
Articles: 

 
“The Abiding Legacy of Father Heyer,” in Bangalore Theological Forum, Vol. LVI, No. 1 (June 
2024), pp. 139 – 148. 
 
“Interconnections, Interventions, Intersections, Interpretations: A Methodological 

Journey through Global Christianity,” in Bangalore Theological Forum, Vol. L, No. 2 
(December 2018), pp. 88 – 94. 

 
“Neither Fellowship or Patience, nor Toleration or Acceptance: Believing, Belonging, 

Luther, the Jews, and Questions on Contemporary Nationalism,” in Seminary Ridge 
Review, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Autumn 2017), pp. 3 – 14. 

 
“’Wandering Arameans?’: Interrogating Identity in a Diasporic Society: Dalitness In 

Indian Hyphenated Americans,” in Exchange: Journal of Missiological and Ecumenical 
Research, Vol. 45 (2016), pp. 1 – 17. Also published in Bangalore Theological Forum, Vol. 
XLVIII, No. 2 (December 2016), pp. 95 – 109. 

 
 “Multiple Religious Belonging: Some Observations,” Current Dialogue, issue on ‘Multiple 

Religious Belonging: Exploring Hybridity, Embracing Hospitality’, Issue 57 (December 
2015), pp. 9 – 13. 

 
 “’… not hurrying on to a receding future, nor hankering after an imagined past’: 

Edinburgh 1910, T. S. Eliot, Postcolonial Missiology, and Our Mission to God,” in 
Bangalore Theological Forum, Vol. XLVI, No. 1 (June 2014), pp. 79 – 92. [Earlier version 
previously published in the now defunct online Journal of Postcolonial Theory and Theology, 
Volume 2, Issue 1.4 (March 2011), pp. 1 – 22.] 

 



“Engaging Multiculturalism as Public Theologians,” in International Journal of Public 
Theology, Vol. 8, No. 3 (2014), pp. 335 – 343. 

 
“Fragmented Selves, Fragments of the New Story: Panikkar and Dalit Christology,” in 

Exchange: Journal of Missiological and Ecumenical Research, Vol. 41 (2012), pp. 245 – 253. 
 
“Evoking the Bible at a Funeral in an Indian-Christian Community,” in Asia Journal of 

Theology, Vol. 26. N0. 1 (April 2012), pp. 124 – 130. 
 
“The Baptism of Death: Rereading the Life and Death of Lakshmi Kaundinya,” Mission 

Studies, Vol. 28, No. 1 (2011), pp. 26 – 53. [Earlier abridged version published as “The 
Baptism of Death: Reading, Today, the Life and Death of Lakshmi Kaundinya,” Journal of 
Dharma, Vol. XXIII, No. 1 (Jan. - March 1998), pp. 113 - 132.] 

 
“’The Sand Around Lake Geneva’: Reformed Legacy in Another Land, Another Time,” in 

Reformed World, Vol. 58, No. 4 (December 2008), pp. 257 – 262. 
 
“’Can We Now Bypass That Truth?’ – Interrogating the Methodology of Dalit Theology,” 

in Transformation: An International Journal of Holistic Mission Studies, issue on 
‘Methodologies,’ Vol. 25, No. 2 – 3 (April/July 2008), pp. 80 – 91. [Also published in 
James Massey and Indukur John Mohan Razu, eds., Revisiting and Resignifying Methodology 
for Dalit Theology (New Delhi: Centre for Dalit/Subaltern Studies and Bangalore: United 
Theological College, 2008), pp. 93 – 115; Dharma Deepika: A South Asian Journal of 
Missiological Research, Issue 29, Vol. 13, No. 1 (Jan. – June 2009), pp. 75 – 83; David 
Emmanuel Singh and Bernard C. Farr, eds., Christianity and Education: Shaping Christian 
Thinking in Context, Regnum Studies in Global Christianity (Oxford: Regnum 
International, 2011), pp. 263 – 275; and in Archivio Teologico Torinese, Vol. 18, No. 2 (2012), 
pp. 225 - 239] 

 
“Having and Sharing: Theological Perspectives from India on Consumerism and 

Exclusion,” International Journal of Public Theology, Vol. 1, No. 1 (2007), pp. 112 – 126. 
 
“Interrogating Forgiveness: Learning from the Early Church,” in Doon Theological Journal, 

Vol. 4, No. 2 (July 2007), pp. 138 – 152. 
 
 “Exploring and Interrogating the Contours of Indian Christian Theology Today with the 

Guide-who-stands-aside,” in Religion and Society, Vol. 52, Nos. 3 – 4 (September – 
December 2007), pp. 19 – 40. 

 
“‘God and the Royal House of Denmark’: Continuing to Encounter Ziegenbalg Today,” in 

Gurukul Journal of Theological Studies (Special Issue on ‘The Life and Ministry of 
Bartholomaus Ziegenbalg’), Vol. XVII, No. 2 (July 2006), pp. 35 – 41. 

 
“Enduring to the End – Persecution, Martyrdom and Identity,” in Bangalore Theological 

Forum, Vol. XXXVII, No. 2 (December 2005), pp. 1 – 25. 



 
“Oppression: A Response [to K. C. Abraham],” in Gurukul Journal of Theological Studies 

(‘Issue on Dalit Theology’), Vol. XVI, Nos. 1 & 2 (January and July 2005), pp. 46 – 49. 
 
“Towards a Christological Missiology Today with the Guide-Who-Stands-Aside,” in 

Theology Today, Vol. 62, No. 1 (April 2005), pp. 18 – 28. 
 
“Facing Envy: On Being Accompanied by the Past in Hoping to Move Forward,” in 

Bangalore Theological Forum, Vol. XXXVI, No. 1 (June 2004), pp. 19 – 35. 
 
“Peace and Reconciliation: A Theological Reflection,” in Asia Journal of Theology, Vol. 17, 

No. 1 (April 2003), pp. 197 – 208.  
 
“Believing and Belonging: Secularism and Religion in India,” in International Review of 

Mission, Vol. XCII, No. 365 (April 2003), pp. 204 – 211. 
 
“The Joy of Almsgiving: Reading Cyprian Today,” in Bangalore Theological Forum, Vol. 

XXXV, No. 1 (June 2003), pp. 67 – 83. 
 
“Only Christ and No Formulation of Christ can determine the Frontier – Chandran’s 

Challenges to Christian Mission,” National Council of Churches Review, Vol. CXXII, No. 5 
(June 2002), pp. 493 – 500. 
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Conference on the theme “All of Us or None of Us,” 4th – 7th December 2024 in the 
Evangelische Akademie Bad Boll, Germany. Address entitled: “Redesigning the 
Ecumenical and Inter-faith landscape for a Racially Just, Radically Inclusive and Healing 
Community.” 

 
Keynote Address, Christian Conference of Asia – Congress of Asian Theologians X 
(CATS-X) on the theme: “Echoes of Nicaea: Enduring Faith and Embracing Unity,” 
October 24th – 29th, 2024 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Address entitled: “Why should 
Asian theologians wrestle with the Council of Nicaea? How can we reach back and how 
best can we move forward?” (Prominent Asian theologian J. Jayakiran Sebastian calls for 
reinvigoration of the Nicene Creed to “revisit, re-energise, and revitalise” the Creed as a 
vision of enduring faith and a path towards unity | CCA) 
Presentation translated and published in the major theological journal of South Korea, 
The Christian Thought: 제야키란 세바스찬, "아시아 신학자들은 왜 니케아공의회와 
씨름해야 하는가." 『기독교사상』 798 (2025.06): 39-55. 

 
Participant, Biennial Meeting of the Association of Theological Schools and The 
Commission on Accrediting, Atlanta, GA, June 19th – 20th, 2024. 
 
Course Lecture “Missiology Today: Problematizing Missio dei,” for Asian and Asian 
American Study of the History of Christianity, The Chandler Foundry (Emory 
University) in association with the Asian Theological Institute, April 30th, 2024.  

https://www.cca.org.hk/news/prominent-asian-theologian-rev-dr-j-jayakiran-sebastian-calls-reinvigoration-nicene-creed
https://www.cca.org.hk/news/prominent-asian-theologian-rev-dr-j-jayakiran-sebastian-calls-reinvigoration-nicene-creed
https://www.cca.org.hk/news/prominent-asian-theologian-rev-dr-j-jayakiran-sebastian-calls-reinvigoration-nicene-creed


(Asian and Asian American Study of Christianity — The Candler Foundry (emory.edu)) 
 

 Faculty Mentor, Asian Theological (Summer) Institute, Lutheran Theological Seminary 
at Philadelphia, 2008 – 2017 and at the United Lutheran Seminary, Philadelphia campus 
from 2018 till now.  

 
Main Talk on the theme: “Witnessing Community for Transforming the World,” at the 
34th Diocesan Family Conference of the Mar Thoma Church, Diocese of North America 
and Europe, in Philadelphia, PA, on July 7th, 2023. 
 
Presentation at the panel “Changes in Faculty Roles and Work” at the Association of 
Theological Schools Chief Academic Officers’ meeting in Orlando, FL, April 12th – 14th, 
2023.  
 
Presentation at the conference organized by the Christian Institute for the Study of 
Religion and Society, “Dalits, Religion, and Liberation,” January 5th - 7th, 2023 at the 
Ecumenical Christian Center, Bangalore. Paper entitled: “Arvind P. Nirmal’s critical 
work for the sake of the church.” 
 
Presentation at the panel “The legacy and ongoing role of the World Council of Churches 
in forging and fostering inter-religious dialogue in the 20th and 21st centuries,” at the 
Society of Hindu-Christian Studies at the American Academy of Religion, Denver, CO, 
on November 20th, 2022. Paper entitled “The Unfailing Rainbow: Valorizing the Abiding 
Legacy of Stanley J. Samartha.” 

 Presentation (online) for the Doctor of Theology Methodology and Orientation for the 
Senate of Serampore College (University), Department of Research (SATHRI), on May 
2nd, 2022, on “Current Trends in Theological Research: Global and Indian Perspectives.” 

 Panel presentation (online) at a seminar organized by the United Theological College, 
Bengaluru, “Forty Years of Dalit Theology: Celebrating Prof. Arvind P. Nirmal’s Life and 
Legacy,” on February 18th, 2022. Paper entitled “Inspiring Theological Exploration.” 

 Inaugural Address (online), “Sound of Silence and the Role of Music in the Pandemic,” a 
series of ten webinars organized by the Ecumenical Christian Centre, Whitefield, 
Bengaluru, February 13th, 2022. (https://youtu.be/DpyhJhW_ZvU) 

 Keynote address (online), “Looking Back in Order to Move Forward: Remembering the 
Missionsakademie experience as Public Theology,” organized by the Missionsakademie 
an der Universität Hamburg, January 6th, 2022. 

 Participant, Asian and Asian Descent Presidents and Deans of The Association of 
Theological Schools Webinar, March 20th, 2021. 

 Resource Person, School for New Deans, Association of Theological Schools, October 
16th, 2020 via ZOOM. 

 Participant and Panelist, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, 
November 23rd – 26th, 2019. Panel presentation on the theme: “The Annotated and Global 

https://candlerfoundry.emory.edu/sp24-asia3-001
https://youtu.be/DpyhJhW_ZvU


Luther: Producing and Using the Volumes (In Classroom and Beyond),” in the program 
unit: Martin Luther and the Global Lutheran Traditions. 

 Participant and presented at the Intercontinental Mission Conference:” Towards an 
Ecumenical Missiology – Witnessing Christ,” organized by Missio Aachen and 
Evangelishes Missionswerk in Deutschland, in Mainz, Germany, July 15th – 18th, 2019. 
Presented a paper entitled “Estranging the Stranger? Revisions and Re-visioning 
Ecumenical Missiology.” 

 Seminar Leader (along with Dr Mrinalini Sebastian) “A Connected History of Mission: 
Complex People; Conjoined Places; Composite Projects,” at the Overseas Ministries 
Study Center, New Haven, CT, November 27th – 30th, 2018. 

 Participant and presenter at the International Workshop on the Historiography of 
Christianity held at the Theological Faculty of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, 
Germany, June 1st – 2nd, 2018. Presented a paper entitled: “Interconnections, 
Interventions, Intersections, Interpretations: A Methodological Journey through Global 
Christianity.” 

 Participant, Association of Theological Schools 2018 School for Peer Reviewers, 
Pittsburg, PA, January 18th – 19th, 2018.  

 Participant and presenter at the International “World Religions World Church 
Conference” organized by Notre Dame University at its Rome Global Gateway, January 
8th – 10th, 2018, on the theme “’The Whole is Greater than Its Parts’: Christian Unity and 
Interreligious Encounter Today,” Presented a paper entitled “Revitalizing the Fading 
Ecumenical Memory and Reenergizing the Promise of our Ecumenical Future: Can 
Ecumenism be Taught? 

 Participant, Association of Theological Schools, Biennial Meeting, St. Louis, MO, June 
28th – 30th, 2016, and Academic Officers Preconference to the Biennial Meeting, June 27th 
– 28th, 2016. 

 Participant, Inter-Seminary Initiative Retreat: “Encounters in Learning: Preparing 
Tomorrow’s Religious Leaders for Interfaith Engagement,” June 9th, 2016, Cranaleith 
Spiritual Center, Philadelphia. 

 Resource Person, Association of Theological Schools 2015 Roundtable Seminar for 
Newly Appointed Faculty, Chicago, IL, October 9th – 11th, 2015. Presentation on “The 
Importance of New Faculty for the Mission of a School.” 

 Participant and Resource Person at an international conference organized by the 
Department of Theology and Ethics at the United Theological College, Bangalore, and 
the Board of Theological Education of the Senate of Serampore College, “Revisiting 
Reformation: Explorations on Church-State Relations Then and Now” at the United 
Theological College, Bangalore, India, August 4th – 7th, 2015. Presented a paper entitled: 
“’Neither fellowship or patience, nor toleration or acceptance’: Believing, belonging, 
Luther, the Jews, and questions on contemporary nationalism.” 

 Participant and Panelist at an international conference organized by the University of 
Notre Dame, “Tantur and the Future of Ecumenical and Interreligious Dialogue: 
Expanding the Horizons,” at Tantur Ecumenical Institute, Jerusalem, Israel, January 8th – 
11th, 2015. 



 Participant and Presenter, “’Wandering Arameans?’ Interrogating identity in a diasporic 
society: Dalitness in Indian hyphenated Americans,” at the annual meeting of the Society 
of Biblical Literature’s Asian and Asian-American Hermeneutics Seminar and the 
Postcolonial Studies and Biblical Studies Section on November 23rd, 2014 in San Diego, 
CA. 

 Participant, Association of Theological Schools, Biennial Meeting, Pittsburgh, PA, June 
25th – 27th, 2014. 

 Participant and Panelist, Symposium on Spiritual Progress Honoring the Centenary of 
the Birth of Sir John Templeton, Benjamin Franklin Hall, American Philosophical 
Society, Philadelphia, PA, 15th – 17th October 2012. Responded to the book, Robert N. 
Bellah, Religion in Human Evolution: From the Paleolithic to the Axial Age (Cambridge, MA: The 
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2011). 

 Participant, Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and Religion, 
Conference for Graduate School Program Directors and Deans, Indianapolis, 30th 
September – 2nd October 2012. 

 Participant and Panelist, Summary Conference on “Christian Hospitality and Pastoral 
Practices in a Multifaith Society” project, The Association of Theological Schools, Hyatt 
Regency Pittsburgh Airport Hotel, 28th – 30th September 2012. 

 Participant, Association of Theological Schools, Biennial Meeting, Minneapolis, MN, 
June 20th – 22nd, 2012. 

 Panelist, “The Next Generation of Ecumenical and Interreligious Work,” 2012 Annual 
Gathering of the National Association of Ecumenical and Interreligious Staff, Pendle Hill, 
Wallingford, PA, 20th March 2012. 

 Participant and Panelist, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Francisco, 
CA, 18th – 21st November 2011. Panel Papers entitled: “Fragmented Selves, Fragments of 
the New Story: Panikkar and Dalit Christology,” in the Society for Hindu-Christian 
Studies Panel – “Raimundo Panikkar’s Christological Contribution”; and “Postsecularism 
and Public Theology – Learning from the Indian Discourse on Secularism,” in the Panel – 
“Public Theology and the ‘Postsecular’ Condition: Politics, Plurality, and Public 
Discourse.” 

 Participant and Panelist, World Catholicism Week, “The Discourse of Catholicity,” 
DePaul University, Chicago, IL, 13th April 2011. Panel Presentation entitled “Interrogating 
Relevance – Reaching Back in order to Move Forward,” at a panel on “Catholicity in the 
Fathers of the Church,” and Panel Presentation entitled “Public Theology in a 
Multicultural Context,” at the Book Presentation – “A World For All? Global Civil 
Society in Political Theory and Trinitarian Theology.” 

 Participant, “Christian Hospitality and Pastoral Practices in a Multifaith Society,” 
organized by The Association of Theological Schools, Hyatt Regency Pittsburgh Airport 
Hotel, 11th – 12th April 2011. 

 Resource Person, “Troubling the Water,” Theological Education with Youth, Atonement 
Lutheran Church, Wyomissing, PA, 12th March 2011. 



 Faculty Leader, Project Connect, Annual Gathering of Pre-Seminary Young Adults, 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, 11th – 13th February 2011. Presentation on 
“Blessed be the tie that binds – a global and theological perspective on Christian 
community.” 

 Presenter, Adult Forum at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Telford, PA, 12th December 2010, 
on the theme: “Fullness of Life: Learning from a Village Congregation in India.” 

 Participant and Panelist, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, 
30th October – 1st November 2010. Panel Papers entitled: “Engaging Multiculturalism as 
Public Theologians,” in the Panel – “Engaging Global Issues as Public Theologians”; and 
“Evoking the Bible at a Funeral in an Indian-Christian Community,” in the Panel – “Bible 
and Colonization: Asia/Oceania.” 

 Participant and Paper Presenter, Society of Anglican and Lutheran Theologians (SALT) 
Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, St. Luke’s Church, 28th – 29th October 2010. Paper entitled: 
“’… not hurrying on to a receding future, nor hankering after an imagined past’: 
Edinburgh 1910, postcolonial missiology, and our mission to God.” 

 Participant, “Christian Hospitality and Pastoral Practices in a Multifaith Society,” 
organized by The Association of Theological Schools, Hyatt Regency Pittsburgh Airport 
Hotel, 24th – 26th September 2010. 

 Participant and Bible Study leader, SANGAM 2010, South Asian Network Gathering in 
America, Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, 22nd – 24th September 2010. 

 Presenter, Adult Forum, The Church of St. John, Lower Merion, Bala Cynwyd, PA, 17th 
March 2010, on the theme: “Martyrs and Heretics: Women in the Early Christian 
Tradition.” 

 Participant, Network of Asian Theological Educators, Planning Meeting, Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, 5th – 7th June 2010. 

 Participant and Paper Presenter: “Envisioning Postcolonial Theologies to Decolonize the 
Body of Christ,” United Theological College, Bangalore, India, 21st – 23rd January 2010. 
Paper entitled: “’Pierced by the curved end of a rainbow’: Decolonizing the Body of the 
Martyr.” 

 Presenter, Adult Forum at the Saint John’s Lutheran Church, Summit, NJ, 28th February 
2010, on the theme: “Affirming Life in the Midst of Death: Learning from a Village 
Congregation in India.” 

 Keynote Address, World Day of Prayer, The Ecumenical Fellowship of Indian Churches 
in Philadelphia, at the St. Thomas Indian Orthodox Church, Philadelphia, PA, 6th March 
2010, on the theme: “Let everything that has breath praise God.” 

 Resource Person and Preacher, 23rd Church of South India Family and Youth Conference, 
25th – 28th June 2009, Somerset, NJ. 

 Retreat Leader, Asian Indian Christian Church, Mensch Mill Conference and Retreat 
Center, Alburtis, PA, 8th August 2009. Theme: “Reconciliation and Discipleship.” 



 Evaluator and Participant, John Templeton Award for Theological Promise 2009 and 
Colloquium at the Internationales Wissenschaftsforum Heidelberg, Germany. May 22nd 
– 25th 2009. 

 Resource Person, District Resource Day of the Raritan Valley District of the Greater New 
Jersey Conference of the United Methodist Church, at the United Methodist Church of 
Bound Brook, NJ, on 14th May 2009. Theme: “The Bible in Context – Learning from the 
World Church.” 

 Resource Person, District Resource Day of the GateWay North District of the Greater 
New Jersey Conference of the United Methodist Church, at the Emanuel Methodist 
Church, Springfield, NJ, on 12th March 2009. Theme: “Mission and Ministry in a Global 
Society.” 

 Keynote Speaker, Ecumenical Christian Fellowship of New Jersey, 2009 World Day of 
Prayer, at Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church, Garfield, NJ, on 7th March 2009. Theme: 
“In Christ there are many members yet one body.” 

 Participant, Multicultural Planning Group Meeting, Project Connect, LTSP, December 
11th, 2008. 

 Organizer, Session on “Global Youth Collaborative on Peace and Security,” along with 
the EastWest Institute, New York, at LTSP, Multicultural Mission Resource Center, 
November 18th, 2008.  

 Resource Person, Theological Education with Youth Affirmation of Baptism Festival, 
LTSP, November 15th 2008. Presentation on “Water of Life – Water of Baptism.” 

 Bible Study: “Importance of (Lay) Leadership in Mission Development,” at the South 
Asian Pastors Round Table organized by the ELCA Asian and Pacific Islanders 
Ministries, at Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, October 14th – 15th 2008. 

 Participant, Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and Religion 
Conference for Graduate School Deans and Program Directors, IUPUI Conference Place 
Hotel, Indianapolis, IN, 3rd – 5th October 2008. 

 Presentation entitled: “Continuing to Search for Ecumenical Understanding: 
Remembering the Legacy of William H. Lazareth,” at “A Day of Remembrance and 
Celebration: Remembering Prof. William Lazareth and Celebrating 100 years of the 
Krauth Memorial Library,” Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, 27th 
September 2008.  

 Participant, North American Patristics Society, Annual Meeting, Holiday Inn Mart Plaza, 
Chicago, IL, 22nd – 24th May 2008. Presented a paper entitled: “The Joy of Almsgiving: 
Reading Cyprian Today.” 

 Participant and Respondent, The 2008 Luce Hall Conversations: “Thirty Years On …? – 
The Founding Vision and Global Future of Theological Inquiry at CTI,” Center of 
Theological Inquiry, Princeton, NJ, 10th – 11th April 2008. 

 Participant, Special Program in Public Theology – North American Consultation and 
Luce Hall Seminar, Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, NJ, 9th – 10th March, 2008. 



 Participant, 2008 Joint Convocation of ELCA/ELCIC Bishops and Theologians on the 
theme “Accompaniment in Theology and Practice,” Eaglewood Resort and Spa, Itasca, IL, 
11th – 13th January 2008. 

 Participant, Consultation for Asians/Asian North Americans on the theme “Effective 
Theological Education for Asian/Asian North American Seminarians,” The Association of 
Theological Schools (ATS), Commission on Accrediting, Dallas/Fort Worth, TX, 7th – 9th 
December 2007. 

 Preached at Evensong at Jesus College, Cambridge, on 14th October and at Selwyn 
College, Cambridge, on 21st October 2007. 
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