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With thanks to the Hashem, we are pleased to present the
participants of the Machon Limmud Halacha — Lemaan
Yilmedu program with Hilchos Kashrus Summaries #1,
covering the halachos of Tevilas Kelim.

The purpose of these summaries is to clarify the reasoning
and process of our halachos, and to aid with review. For the
purpose of review, questions to be filled out are included.

Instalment #1 covers all the simanim which will be part
of the st test.

In addition to this booklet, please also find the
instalment of the relevant Shulchan Aruch attached, and
the visualisations booklet.

This booklet is intended for your personal use. Much
resources were invested in its creation. Please do not pass it
on to anyone in any form, if they are not a participant of this
Lemaan Yilmedu program. Thank you, and please enjoy!

Lemaan Yilmedu
Machon Limmud Halacha






LESSON #1



Utensils That Require Tevilah

Yoreh Dei'ah, Siman 120

INTRO

The halachos of tevilas keilim are divided generally
into two primary topics: (1) Which utensils require
tevilah and which are exempt; (2) halachos
pertaining to the actual tevilah. We will deal first
with the first topic and then with the second.

The first topic is subdivided into three parts, as
there are three conditions for a utensil to become
obligated in tevilah: (1) It must be made from

certain materials; (2) it must be designated as
a "meal utensil”; and (3) it must have originally
been owned by a non-Jew and then completely
transferred to a Jew's ownership.

In this lesson, we will discuss the first two
conditions: the utensil's material and intended
usage. These halachos are delineated in se'if 1 and
se'ifim 4-7.

General Introduction to the Halachos of Tevilas Keilim

The Utensils of Midyan Were Forbidden for Three Reasons

The Torah writes the following about the dishes obtained by the Jews as spoils from
the war with Midyan. “Elazar the kohen said to the soldiers returning from battle, “This
is the rule that G-d commanded Moshe. Only the gold, the silver, the copper, the iron,



the tin, and the lead. Whatever is used in fire you shall pass through fire and then it will
be clean; it must, however, also be purified with waters of nidah, and whatever is not
used in fire you shall pass through water.”

The Jews were commanded to purge the utensils of Midyan from the prohibition
absorbed in them. Chazal explain that the utensils taken from the war were not suitable
for use by Bnei Yisroel for three reasons:

a)  These utensils absorbed the prohibited taste from the foods cooked in them by the
Midianites.

b)  The utensils became impure with tumas meis. This means they could render the
food and people who came in contact with them impure.

c)  All meal utensils of non-Jews are not suitable to be used by Bnei Yisroel unless they
are toiveled.

The Solution for Each of the Issues

Regarding the first reason, the flavor absorbed in the utensils, the Torah states,
“Whatever is used in fire you shall pass through fire.” In other words, if the common
usage of a utensil involves placing it over a fire, its kashering process should also involve
passing it through fire. This is the first source for the laws of kashering utensils, which
aim to remove the taste of the absorbed prohibited food from the utensil. We will delve
into these halachos in subsequent lessons.

Regarding the second matter, the status of tumas meis, the Torah states, “However,
they should also be purified with waters of nidah.” This means that such a utensil requires
purification through the ashes of the Red Heifer mixed with water to purify it from tumas
meis. This aspect doesn’t apply in the present age.

Regarding the third matter, the Torah includes the word “and purify it.” The addition of
this word teaches us that besides the kashering of the utensil (by passing it through fire),
the utensil requires additional purification through immersion in water. This removes the
utensil from the impurity associated with its previous non-Jewish ownership and readies
it for the sanctity of Jewish ownership. (This is similar to a convert attaining the holiness
of a Jew through immersing in the mikvah.)? Chazal added that the continuation of the
passuk, “with waters of nidah,” hints at the fact that the utensil should be immersed in
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the same waters that a woman who is a nidah immerses in, such as a spring or a mikvah
containing 40 seah.’

Is Tevilas Keilim Min Hatorah?

Some meforshim interpret the end of the passuk, “and whatever is not used in fire, you
shall pass through water,” as referring explicitly to the immersion of utensils. According
to this interpretation, the requirement for immersing utensils is explicitly stated in the
Torah.*

Even according to those who don’t accept this interpretation, the prevalent view
among the Rishonim and Acharonim is that the immersion of metal utensils is required
min hatorah.” This contrasts with the Rambam’s view, who seems to hold that the entire
requirement of tevilas keilim is miderabanan.

Se'if Alef
Utensils That Require Tevilah — Due to Their Material

Details discussed in Se'if Alef

The Mechaber writes that if a person buys from a non-Jew meal utensils made of metal
or glass—or the inner layer is coated with metal—even if they are new and unused, they
must be immersed in a mikvah or spring of forty seah.

Since this is the first se’if in the siman, the Mechaber includes several concepts, and
we will explain each one individually:

(1) Utensil’s purpose: The obligation of tevilas keilim applies only to “meal utensils”
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The Taz’ explains that this is derived from the passuk, “Whatever is used in fire...,”
as meal utensils are usually the only ones used with fire.! The definition of meal
utensils will be explained below in se’if daled.

(2) Material: Only utensils made of metal or glass, or have an inner coating of metal,
are obligated in tevilas keilim. This is the primary point of se’if alef, and we will
elaborate on this below.

(3) Even new utensils: The mitzvah of tevilas keilim applies to any utensil bought
from a non-Jew, even if it was never used and doesn’t require kashering. If it was
used, it would require kashering in addition to tevilah.

(4) Immersion in mikvah or spring of forty se’ah: When it comes to the laws of tumah
and taharah, the halacha is that any amount of spring water (maayan) can purify
utensils as long as the entire utensil is covered with the water; there is no need for
forty se’ah like a mikvah of gathered rainwater requires. The Tur holds the same is
true for the immersion of meal utensils bought from a non-Jew, that if immersing
them in a maayan, it needn’t contain forty seah.

The Taz’ explains that the Tur understood from the Gemara that purification through
water for utensils bought from non-Jews is derived from the purification process for
impure utensils. Therefore, the specification of the maayan should be equal for both.
Conversely, the Mechaber rules (based on the Semak and Rashba) that the comparison
is not to impure utensils but rather to the immersion of impure people. The halacha
is that for the immersion of a person, forty seah is required both in a mikvah or
maayan."

Metal utensils are obligated min hatorah: The Taz'' explains that the obligation
of metal utensils is derived from the pesukim discussing the utensils from Midyan (as
explained in the introduction above). The pesukim mention six types of metal that require
kashering and tevilah, and the same applies to any type of metal. Examples that aren’t
explicitly mentioned in the passuk are aluminum, steel, and stainless steel."?

Glass utensils are obligated miderabanan: The Taz explains that glass utensils are
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similar to metal in that they can be melted in a furnace and reformed after they break.
Therefore, Chazal required tevilah also for glass meal utensils purchased from a non-Jew.

The obligation to immerse glass utensils is miderabanan," and requires a bracha like
any other mitzvah miderabanan.™

Pyrex and Duralex dishes should be treated like regular glass utensils and require
toiveling with a bracha.'” This applies to Corelle and crystal dishes as well.

Other materials: Utensils made of earthenware, wood, stone, and similar materials
do not require tevilah, even if they are used for a meal. These utensils are different from
metal utensils because they cannot be remade into new utensils after they break. Therefore,
Chazal did not decree the requirement of immersion for them.

Plastic utensils: Contemporary poskim debate the status of plastic utensils. On the
one hand, they can be melted and refashioned into new utensils after they break, which
could lead one to compare their status to that of glass utensils. On the other hand, Chazal
did not specifically include plastic utensils in their decree (since they did not exist in
those days), and it isn’t our jurisdiction to make new decrees. In practice, most poskim
hold that plastic utensils are exempt from tevilah, but some suggest immersing them
without a bracha.'

Utensils made of other materials but coated with glass or metal: We quoted above
from the Mechaber that a utensil made of earthenware, wood, or similar materials whose
interior is covered with metal requires tevilah with a bracha. The Mechaber specifies
that this only applies if the metal coating is on the interior where food comes into direct
contact; if the coating is on the exterior side, which doesn’t touch the food, it’s not
considered a metal utensil and does not require immersion."”

The Shach'® explains that the Mechaber didn’t mention a metal coating to the exclusion
of glass, but rather the same applies to a glass coating.

The Rama disagrees with the Mechaber and writes that we follow the view that even
when the metal coating is on the interior, the utensil should be immersed without a
bracha.
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The Shach" explains that according to the Rama, whether the utensil is coated with
metal or glass in the interior or exterior, the utensil should be immersed without a bracha.
The Shach?® adds that it’s best to immerse these coated utensils together with a utensil
that is definitely obligated so the bracha can apply to coated utensils as well.

The Rama rules this way because some hold that even a coating on the exterior
requires tevilah, while others exempt the utensil from tevilah unless it is coated on both
the interior and exterior sides. Therefore, we should immerse the utensil when it coated
on either side, but only recite a bracha if it is coated on both sides.”

Harav Ovadia Yosef** writes, due to the concern of making unnecessary brachos, that
even Sefardim who generally follow the ruling of the Mechaber should, in this instance,
follow the Rama’s ruling and only recite a bracha if the utensil is coated on both the
interior and exterior.

Porcelain utensils: The Yaavetz?® was asked whether utensils made of porcelain, which
is similar to glass, require tevilah. He responded that they are exempt because they are
made from earth and can’t be refashioned after breaking, unlike glass utensils.

Porcelain utensils nowadays are made of clay coated with a very thin protective layer
of glass, known as glaze. (The glaze adds strength, moisture-proofing, and a decorative
appearance.) It is unclear whether the manufacturing was the same in the time of the
Yaavetz. Nevertheless, the prevalent view in the Acharonim is that porcelain should be
immersed without a bracha, and this is the recommended practice.*

Pots and pans made of Teflon: Pots or pans coated with Teflon material (to prevent
food from sticking during cooking without oil) are considered to have a reverse structure
compared to porcelain. The utensil itself is made of a material that requires immersion
(metal), while the coating is made of a plastic-like material (although it may also contain
some glass-like material). In practice, they should be immersed without a bracha.

Ceramic pots and pans: Pots or pans made of metal coated with ceramic should be
immersed without a bracha since, in many cases, the ceramic material is not necessarily
made of clay but may contain various other materials like diamond, glass, and more. For
example, the material silica is commonly found in ceramic coatings today, and it is the
raw material for making glassware.
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Se'ifim Daled-Zayin
Utensils That Require Tevilah Due to Their Designated Usage

Definition of meal utensils (Se'if Daled)

The Shulchan Aruch writes that grates, on which pots are placed, are exempt from
tevilah, while a grill, upon which the actual food is cooked,” requires tevilah.

It emerges that the obligation of tevilah only applies to meal utensils, meaning, utensils
that touch the food or drink directly. Direct contact with the food means that there is
no other utensil separating the utensil from the food. Therefore, a stovetop, on which
pots are placed, does not require tevilah because the pot acts as a barrier between it and
the food (even if food is sometimes cooked directly on it, it is categorized based on its
primary use). However, a grill on which meat is cooked does require tevilah since the
food is placed directly on it.*

The obligation applies to utensils used for eating or drinking, where the food or drink
is placed inside them or consumed using them, such as plates, cups, cutlery, and the like.
It also applies to utensils used in food preparation, such as pots, pans, ladles, and similar
items, that come into direct contact with the food.

A barrier made of silver foil, baking paper, or similar materials between the utensil
and the food is not considered a sufficient separation for the purposes of immersion.?’
Therefore, oven trays require immersion with a bracha, even though it is common to
put paper on them to prevent food residue. (But a tray intended for placing plates or
cups on it does not require immersion since the plates or cups create a barrier between

it and the food and drinks.)

A shechita knife and the like (Se'if Hei)

The Mechaber writes: “Regarding a shechita knife, there is an opinion (the Mordechai)
that it doesn’t require tevilah.” In his commentary Beis Yosef, he doesn’t quote any
dissenting view, and it appears that the Mechaber follows the Mordechai’s view as halacha.
The reasoning for this view is that the knife comes in contact with the meat at a stage
prior to cooking when it isn’t yet edible.?®
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It emerges that in the Mechaber’s view, a utensil designated for food preparation that
only touches the food in a stage when it isn’t yet edible — such as a shechita knife, meat
grinder, meat hammer, sieve, or rolling pin — are not required to be immersed.

However, the Rama writes that some disagree with the Mordechai, and therefore, it
is desirable to immerse a shechita knife and similar utensils without a bracha.

Iron tools for cutting the matzah dough (Se'if Hei in Rama)

In continuation to the halacha regarding a shechita knife, the Rama writes that the
iron tools used to prepare matzos are exempt from tevilah. These iron tools were some
sort of knife that was used to cut the matzah dough.

The Shach® explains that, unlike a shechita knife that can also be used for edible
food, these iron tools are designed only for dough and can’t be used for other food.
According to the Shach’s understanding, even if the utensil’s primary usage is at a stage
when the food isn't yet edible, if the utensil can also be used for edible food, it requires
tevilah without a bracha. But if it isn’t able to be used for edible food, it is completely
exempt from tevilah.

The Taz,® however, explains that the Rama means to say that these iron tools used
for the matzos have the same halachic status as a shechita knife and other utensils used
with food before it’s edible, where there are varying views in the poskim. Although
halachically they don’t require tevilah, it is nevertheless desirable to immerse them without
a bracha. According to the Taz’s understanding, the Rama holds that they should always
be immersed without a bracha, even if they can’t be used for edible food.

Scissors for cutting vegetables

The Bach® writes that scissors used for cutting vegetables are considered meal utensils
and require tevilah.

The Prisha,*> however, writes that they aren’t categorized as being used for the primary
purposes of the meal and they are exempt from tevilah. The Shach* holds likewise since
these scissors can’t be used for food that is already edible (it seems these scissors were
used to cut off parts of the vegetable prior to cooking).
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The Taz** also agrees with the Prisha that these scissors don't require tevilah according
to the basic halacha, but the Taz holds that they are in the same category as a shechita
knife, which the Rama holds is desirable to immerse without a bracha.

The Aruch Hashulchan® writes that scissors designated for cutting vegetables that
are edible raw are considered meal utensils and require tevilah with a bracha. (The same
would apply to a peeler used for vegetables that are edible raw.)

Lid of a pot (continuation of Se'if Hei in Rama)

The Rama writes that a cover placed over bread during baking is exempt from tevilah,
but the lid of a pot requires tevilah.

The reason for the difference is explained in the Biur Hagra* and Aruch Hashulchan:*’
the cover over the bread doesn’t touch the food, while the lid of the pot comes in contact
with the food that bubbles during the boiling.

An additional difference can be gleaned from the words of the Or Zarua® (the source
of the Rama’ statement): the pot lid contributes to the cooking process like the pot itself,
and is therefore considered like part of the pot. Conversely, the cover for the bread doesn’t
contribute to the baking.

Regarding pots nowadays, the lid requires tevilah, just like the pot itself, since it is
considered part of the pot. It also comes in contact with the food cooking in the pot, or
at least with the steam that rises from it.*

Corkscrews and nutcrackers

A corkscrew or can opener is exempt from tevilah since it doesn’t come in contact
with the food or drink.

A nutcracker would seem to have the same status as an opener because it touches
the shells and not the nuts themselves. (Although sometimes it may also touch the nuts
during the cracking process, its primary purpose is not for that.) However, some poskim
hold that since it is common to bring the nuts to the table while they are still in their
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shells, the shells are considered part of the food. According to this view, nutcrackers are
considered meal utensils, and therefore, they should be immersed without a bracha.*

Disposable utensils: The prevailing opinion among contemporary poskim is that
disposable utensils, such as aluminum baking pans and the like, do not require tevilah
because they do not have the significance and halachic status of regular utensils.*!

Storage containers: Utensils used for storing food without coming into direct contact
with the food placed inside them, such as containers for tea bags or spice packets, do not
require immersion. This also applies to refrigerator drawers used for storing fruits and
vegetables, as they are not considered utensils for eating since they are not used during
cooking or eating.*

However, storage utensils that do come into contact with the food, such as containers
for sugar or baked goods, require immersion. Some poskim recommend not reciting a
bracha when immersing them due to certain uncertainties regarding the obligation.

A wooden utensil that is supported with iron loops (se'if vav)

The Mechaber writes that a wooden utensil with iron loops on its outside that support
it is still exempt from tevilah. This refers to a utensil made of wooden pieces that are held
together by iron loops surrounding them.

The subject matter here is whether the utensil’s status is determined based on the
metal that holds it together (without which the utensil isn’t sturdy) or based on the part
of the utensil being used for food — i.e., the wood, which is exempt from tevilah. With
regard to the halahos of tumah and taharah, some hold that we follow the status of the
support,* and the question is whether we apply this principle to tevilas keilim as well.

In his commentary Beis Yosef, the Mechaber was concerned for the view that we
should apply the principle of following the support’s status even for tevilas keilim, and
wrote that such a utensil should be immersed without a bracha.** This is also the Shach’s*’
view in practice.

However, from the Mechaber’s ruling in Shulchan Aruch (as quoted above), it appears
that he retracted and isn't concerned about following the support’s status. This makes
sense because when it comes to tevilas keilim, the primary aspect is the usage, since the
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pesukim discuss meal utensils (this is the view of Tosfos and the Rosh). So rule the Taz,*
Pri Chadash,* Aruch Hashulchan,* and additional Acharonim.

A silver cup attached to a wooden utensil (Se'if Zayin)

The Shulchan Aruch writes: “A silver cup that is attached to a wooden utensil requires
tevilah.”

The Shach* explains — based on his view regarding utensils supported with metal
— that the scenario under discussion is that the cup is able to stand on its own without
the wood, and therefore it requires tevilah, presumably with a bracha. If, however, the
cup needs support from the wood, a bracha should not be recited since there is doubt
as to whether the utensil’s status is determined based on its wooden support.

According to the understanding of the Taz*® and Pri Chadash,” the case here can be
even when the wood supports the silver cup because we don’t follow the support but
rather the part that is used for food.

A utensil made of two parts (Se'if Zayin in Rama)

If a utensil is made of two parts, and one of the parts is made of a material that requires
tevilah, the Rama explains that we determine as follows: if the part that necessitates tevilah
comes into contact with the food, and in addition, it is an essential part of the utensil or
the utensil cannot be used without it, then the utensil requires tevilah.

The example brought in the Rama is a pepper grinder with a wooden pestle that has
metal at its tip where the grinding takes place. According to the Rama, such a pestle
requires tevilah. The Shach® notes that the mortar in which the pepper is ground doesn’t
require tevilah since it is entirely wooden.

Electrical appliances: Many contemporary poskim rule that electrical appliances
used for food preparation that come in direct contact with the food require tevilah. This
includes the electrical components of the appliance as well (and one should be careful
to thoroughly dry them after).
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For example, an electric kettle requires tevilah even if it is made of plastic since the
main component of the kettle is the metal heating element. (However, a base upon which
the kettle sits, which is not in direct contact with the water, would not require tevilah.)

If one is concerned about damaging the appliance through immersion, some poskim
suggest giving the appliance to a Jewish electrician who can disconnect the internal
electrical components from the appliance itself. Afterward, the electrician can reconnect
the appliance. This process essentially reconstructs the appliance with Jewish involvement
and exempts it from immersion. (However, there are poskim who seemingly do not agree
that this exempts the utensil.)

Nevertheless, some poskim argue that electric appliances do not require immersion
at all since these appliances are used while connected to the wall outlet. This renders the
appliance like a utensil connected to the ground (since from when it was being made,
there was always the intention that it would be attached to the wall). Such a utensil isn’t
susceptible to becoming tamei and does not require immersion (since it isn’t considered
a utensil but rather part of the ground).”
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