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Did you know? From the vaults of the FUSILIER LONDON VOLUNTEER MUSEUM, Balham

———— -

ALFRED HENRY HOOK, V.C.
CORPL2 S.W.8 & SERGT 1" VAR,
DIED MARCH 12 1905, AGED 54,
ERECTED BY ADMIRING CIVILIANS & MEMBERS OF
ABECO 1 CRLV. 1" VARF. ARS C¥ 29 V8.6
IN MEMORY OF HIS HEROIC SHARE IN THE DEFENCE
OF RORKES DRIFT. NATAL, 1879
IF OUR TIME IS COME, LET US DIE MANFULLY FOR OUR
BRETHRENS SAKE, AND NOT HAVE A CAUSE OF REPROACK
AGAINST OUR GLORY: | MACE IX. 10

Actor James Booth (1), played Private Alfred Henry Hook (2) in the 1964 film ‘Zulu’. In real
life, Alfred was not the scoundrel the film portrays. On leaving the Army and after several
jobs he joined the 15t Volunteer Battalion Royal Fusiliers in London. He died in 1905 and is
buried (3) in east London. We leave the reader to research more . . .

S A

This image refers to the film "Zulu". One of its stars, Sir Micheal Caine, served
in the Royal Fusiliers in the UK and in the Korean War

The 1 January Fusilier Newsletter

I n this edition, read about a Fusilier in the Pacific, the 2025 Battle
of the Marne commemoration and a run for charity.
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In front of the 'Atomic Tank'

Off duty, Hawaii style...
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A Fusilier in the Pacific

ajor David Gates, OC C Company 5 FUSILIERS from
2018 to 2020, has recently returned from a seven-month
deployment, working as part of the US Army Pacific.

Deploying in January 25, he spent seven months based out of
O’ahu in the Hawaiian island chain. He was posted into a
Multi Domain Task Force, one of the newest units fielded by
the US Army.

Of note during his time in the Pacific, he was able to visit
Centurion 169041, better known to tank aficionados as ‘The
Atomic Tank’. Manufactured in 1951 in ROF Leeds in
Barnbow for the Australian Army, it not only survived several
RPG hits during fighting in Vietnam — but a 9.1kt nuclear blast
detonating 500 yards from its position. For further
information, see:

www.info.raeme.org.au

www.defence.gov.au

On return to the UK, David has moved to a post in Defence
Business Services to work with serving personnel and
veterans.

(David apologises for deploying in Royal Yorkshire Regiment uniform
as he was serving at the time as a company commander in 4
YORKS)
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The Battle of the Marne Commemoration

he 2025 Fusilier Association’s long weekend commemoration event of the 1st Battle of the

Marne in 1914 was the most successful and enjoyable of recent years. Leaving London on 11
September the group including wives /partners and serving Fusiliers travelled to Epernay in
France in fine style.

On the 12 September, the always moving ceremony at La Ferte sous Jouarre took place at the
impressive Commonwealth War Graves Commission Memorial upon which are inscribed the
names of the 3,764 fallen of the British Expeditionary Force who fell at Mons, the Retreat from
Mons, Le Cateau, and the Marne and
Aisne battles and have no known grave.

Due to the Fusiliers’ long friendship with
La Ferte there followed a splendid
reception in the town’s picturesque
Mairie.

The 13 September was a free day until the
late afternoon’s short ceremony at
Sezanne. It was taken up with visiting a
small Champagne house for tasting and
purchase, plus spending time in lovely

Epernay. In front of the La Ferte sous Jouarre Memorial,
together with schoolchildren who always attend to
On the 14th, the morning was spent with thank our former comrades coming to the aid of

the main ceremony of the weekend at the France in 1914

impressive Battle Memorial, followed by
lunch. The day ended with paying respects to German dead then an end of weekend party in our
hotel.

The latter was the finale to a grand weekend of comradeship between Fusiliers who had served
together, made easy by the splendid bars and restaurants in Epernay. We returned safely to
London on the 15 September.

Why not join the 2026 event from 10 — 14 September? Attendees last September cannot
understand why the event is not over subscribed. Expressions of interest please to the organiser
Richard Adams on mondement1@gmail.com or 07961452182.
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Running for Charity

Fusilier officer will be running the 2026 London Marathon

on behalf of the Army Benevolent Fund (ABF). Maj Joe
Murray, who recently handed over command of W (FSp) Coy at
1 FUSILIERS and led the Battalion cross country team, reports
training is going well.

The ABF work closely with the Fusilier Aid Society, supporting a
number of specific welfare cases through grants, so any
sponsorship will indirectly support our Regimental charity. Any
sponsorship is very welcome.

If you would like to sponsor him, you can do so here:
Training at a

https://events.armybenevolentfund.org/fundraisers/ competition

josephmurray

The Mayor of Whitnash, Clir Adrian Barton,
Leamington Spa was with the Warwick and
Leamington Branch for a Christmas Lunch on the
14 December 2025 at the Whitnash Social and
Sports
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NOTICES

THE LIGHT CAVALRY

HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY

RecrUiting Evening Includes:

* History & uniforms
Date: Wednesday 18 February 2026
Time: 1830 - 2015 hrs

Place: Armoury House, City Road,
London EC1Y 2BQ

Membership of the Light Cavalry is open to all
ranks. You will need at least 3 years uniformed
service to join. Riders, those willing to learn,
and non-riders, are all welcome.

To attend contact Ad)t LC@hac org uk

* Mounted/dismounted troop
activities and duties
Static Display Stand
Drill Demonstrations
(Movement, Sword, Lance)
* Recruit Cadre, application

process, costs and Q&A

-
-
-
L
—
1
-
—

* See our website for further detalls hghtcavalry org
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Fusiliers Direct - our modern day PRI Partner for
over 10 years

THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF '

FUSILIERS
DIRECT

FOR BULK OR GUSTOM ORDERS PLEASE
EMAIL ENQUIRIES@AMMOANDG0.GO.UK.

A PERGENTAGE OF EAGH ORDER IS PAID
BAGK TO YOUR REGIMENT

UNIFORM & ON PARADE
AT-EASE
GCLOTHING
PRESENTATION & GIFTWARE

WHY USE OUR PRI? [OoFED

\ W Profit share with the Regiment « MoD licence approved « Live chat & easy returns
! = Large choice of approved products + Fast & secure « Next day delivery

£27,874 Returned to the Regiment to date E
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HOW TO CONTRIBUTE

Contributions are welcome from anywhere in the Fusilier Family.
As a guide, articles should be about 150-300 words, but these are not absolute
limits. An accompanying good photo and caption are recommended.
Get them to fusiliernews@outlook.com by the 25th of each month.

Archive copies are held in the Regiment’s Dropbox account.

Please note that the Editor and RHQ make every effort to ensure factual accuracy
and whilst we might edit articles for reasons of space, we do not censor them.
Any mistakes are purely accidental and no harm or slander is ever intended.

EDITORIAL POLICIES

Photos

The Editor accepts photographs for publication on the understanding that
those submitting them have, where required by data protection legislation,
obtained consent to publication from those depicted. Anyone who believes this
is not the case or has a DPA related concern should contact the Editor.

Non Endorsement of products or services

The Newsletter is not a place for personal or classified adverts as we do not
want to be seen as endorsing or approving the product or service in question.
The only endorsements / adverts allowed in the Newsletter are those from
Fusiliers Direct or those that directly benefit the Regiment.

Obituaries and Deaths

Obituaries are published in the annual Fusilier Journal, not this Newsletter.
Significant deaths of Fusiliers during the year are reported by a Notice sent out
by RHQ FUSILIERS.
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020 3166 6909
www.fusiliersconnect.com
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“Sud accumsan
libero pretium
pharetra quis.
Nunc elit lorem
magna vitae.”
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-DIAM NOBIS

Highlight
Flash style
lore Epsom
dolor smet

Heading

Names are inscribed on seg
each regiment involved, inc
the Northumberland Fusilier
Warwickshire Regiment, Ro
Lancashire Fusiliers. Our fo
are thus, as ever, not forgot
have established a close rel
Ferte sous Jouarre where th
German armies out of the tc
the Marne battle. They tell
regiment remember their de
Fusiliers. The town entertai
after the ceremony.

arate tablets for
uding of course
s, Royal

yal Fusiliers and
'mer comrades
ten. The Fusiliers
ationship with La
e BEF drove the
wn at the start of
us that no other
ad like the

ned us royally

90of9



mailto:fusiliernews@outlook.com

	Be Tough – Be Infantry – Be Fusiliers
	The 1 January Fusilier Newsletter
	A Fusilier in the Pacific
	The Battle of the Marne Commemoration
	Running for Charity
	Fusiliers Direct - our modern day PRI Partner for over 10 years
	020 3166 6909
	www.fusiliersconnect.com
	RHQ RRF, HM Tower of London, EC3N 4AB
	“Sud accumsan libero pretium pharetra quis. Nunc elit lorem magna vitae.”

