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How has transport changed overtime?

Big Idea:  3.  Connecting to our 

locality:  Our locality is a place of 

historical, cultural and geographical 

significance and this impacts our 

lives.

Do you remember when you explored our local 

area at the beginning of the year? You discovered 

the beach and learnt about the physical and 

human features of the place we live in. People 

have always wanted to travel further and explore 

new places, and over time new forms of 

transport, from the wheel to steam trains, have 

helped make journeys quicker and easier.

We will be going on two train journeys as part of our 
learning about transport through time. First, we will travel 
on a modern train from Torquay Train Station to Paignton 
Train Station, experiencing how people travel by rail today. 
We will then journey on a traditional steam train from 
Paignton to Dartmouth Kingswear and back, stepping back 
in time to explore what train travel was like in the past. 
Throughout the day, we will compare old and new trains, 
discussing differences in comfort and speed. We will 
investigate how rail travel has changed over time and 
consider how these changes have improved journeys for 
passengers. Along the way, we will enjoy the experience of 
travelling on both modern and historic trains while taking in 
the beautiful scenery of the English Riviera.

You will use your creativity and musical skills to 
explore the sounds and movements of different 
forms of transport. Travelling through time, you will 
discover how transport has changed from the past to 
the present, building your independence as you 
investigate, experiment and create music. Working 
together, you will compose a piece that tells the story 
of transport through the ages.

In Torbay, we are surrounded by the sea, beautiful beaches and the stunning 

landscape of nearby Dartmoor. Have you ever wondered how people 

travelled long ago compared to today? What sounds would you have heard 

on a sailing ship, a steam train, or an early motor car? How do modern 

trains, aeroplanes, and electric vehicles sound different from the transport 

of the past? 

In this exciting Learning Enquiry, ‘Transport Through Time: A Musical 

Journey,’ you will travel through history to discover how transport has 

changed over time. You will explore a range of old and new forms of 

transport, from some of the earliest wheeled vehicles and sailing ships to 

steam trains, cars, aeroplanes and modern rail travel. Along the way, you 

will investigate how transport has helped people travel further, faster, and 

more safely throughout history. 

Using music as your guide, you will listen to, create, and perform sounds 

inspired by different types of transport. You will explore how transport 

moves, sounds and communicates, experimenting with rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, and dynamics to bring journeys to life through music. 

Working together, you will become composers, creating an original musical 

piece that tells the story of transport changing through time. From the clip 

clop of a horse’s hoof and the chugging of steam trains to the roar of 

aeroplanes and the hum of modern transport, your music will take listeners 

on an exciting journey through the ages. Along the way, you will discover 

how music can tell stories, create atmosphere, and capture the excitement 

of travel and adventure.

Texts that we will be reading in 

school:

Recommended texts to share at home:

Our Key vocabulary

historian a person who studies, 
researches, or writes about 
the past.

sources Something that tells us about 
history

past A time before now

present This moment in time

future Time that has not happened 
yet

compose To create or make some music

style A type of music or genre of 
music

percussion Musical instruments played by 
striking with the hand or with 
a stick or beater, or by shaking

symbols A mark used to represent 
music 



History - Sticky Knowledge

People who find out about the past are called historians. 

Historians find out about the past using sources. 

We can plot historical events on timelines. 

The wheel was invented in the Stone Age. 

The first railway train was invented by George Stephenson. 

Music Sticky Knowledge

Music can change a person’s mood and make them feel happy or sad. 

Musicians use symbols to show when different sounds are played.

Sound effects can be used to represent sounds in real life. 

People sometimes write songs to tell other people a message or a story. 

Layers of sound working together make music interesting to listen to. 
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