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Helping your child with Read Write Inc. Phonics at home
A few minutes of relaxed practice each day can help your child use the sounds and reading routines they learn at school. Here are the four most useful ways to help.
1  Talk like Fred
Fred says each sound separately. Your child listens and blends the sounds to make a word. For example, say “c – u – p” and ask your child to tell you the word: “cup”.
Make it playful during the day: “Can you get your h – a – t?” or “Where is the p – e – n?”
When your child is ready, encourage them to use Fred Talk to read and spell simple words. Say the sounds, then blend the whole word.
2  Practise Set 1 sounds
Say the pure sound, rather than the letter name. Keep it short and clear without adding an “uh” sound.
Use the picture name and handwriting phrase on your child’s sound card. Practise recognising the sound quickly, then writing it.
Praise the effort and revisit sounds your child finds tricky. Little and often works well.
3  Read together
Encourage your child to read their Read Write Inc. Storybook when one is sent home. Let them use the sounds they know to work out words.
Read a story to your child every day too. Talk about the pictures, new words and what might happen next.
4  Use the Virtual Classroom
Use the film link shared by school. If possible, set aside about 10 minutes in a quiet space with a tablet or laptop.
Watch together and encourage your child to join in. Praise their effort and keep the experience enjoyable.
Need help? Please speak to your child’s class teacher. More free parent resources are available at www.ruthmiskin.com.
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