
          

Conquest Farm, Norton Fitzwarren  
Taunton, Somerset. TA2 6PN                                    

   01823 433614                                
info@conquestcentre.org.uk                   

 

 
 

  
 
Conquest Centre Biosecurity Plan – Prevention and Control Policy      Version 1         

1 
 

Registered Charity No. 1103883 / Registered Company No. 5079915 

 

 
 

 
Conquest Centre 

 
 Biosecurity Plan – 

Prevention and 
Control Policy 

 
 

 

 

Policy Owner Team Leader – Animal Welfare 
Date of Original Issue 01.2023 
Policy Last Reviewed 01.2026 
Date of Next Review 01.2027 
Version V1 

 

 



          

 
 

  
 
Conquest Centre Biosecurity Plan – Prevention and Control Policy      Version 1         
         

2 
 

 

 
BIOSECURITY PLAN – PREVENTION AND CONTROL POLICY 
 
Table of Contents 

 Page 
1. Policy Statement 3 
2. Data Protection 3 
3. Disclosure of Information 3 
4. Centre protocol 3 
5. Isolation facility and procedures 4 
6. Preventative biosecurity measures 4 
7. In the event of an outbreak 4 
8. Policy Review 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



          

 
 

  
 
Conquest Centre Biosecurity Plan – Prevention and Control Policy      Version 1         
         

3 
 

 

BIOSECURITY PLAN – PREVENTION AND CONTROL 

1. Policy Statement 

Biosecurity is the prevention of disease-causing agents entering or leaving any place where 

they can pose a risk to farm animals, other animals, humans, or the safety and quality of a 

food product. 

Conquest Centre practise good biosecurity always, not just during a disease outbreak. 

Taking the right measures in the early stages of an outbreak e.g., before we know disease is 

in the area, can help prevent or reduce its spread. 

2. Data Protection 

Conquest Centre supports the objectives of the General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018 and other legislation relating to Data Processing, 

including the Human Rights Act 1998, Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 and the 

Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

Conquest Centre has a statutory obligation to process personal data in accordance with the 

provisions of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 

2018. 

Every member of Conquest Centre has an obligation to ensure that the information they 

process (use) is collected, maintained and disclosed in accordance with the General Data 

Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018 and the Conquest Centre 

Data Protection Policy. 

 

3. Disclosure of Information 

Any use or disclosure of information held within Conquest Centre, without there being a 

legitimate purpose or legal basis, will be classed as unauthorised and is a criminal offence 

under Section 55 of the Act Right of Access (Subject Access Requests). 

 

4. Centre protocol 

Hygiene measures are implemented to maintain biosecurity and help with prevention of 

spread of equine infectious and contagious diseases. In the event of confirmation of 

contraction of infectious contagious diseases, a communication plan will be adapted in 

agreement with Veterinary advice and will consider the following aspects: 

• Staff and clients (human footfall) 

• Possible routes of transmission 

• If the disease is notifiable (required by law to be reported to government authorities) 

• If the disease is zoonotic (can be passed from animals to humans) 

• Facilitating competitions/events on site 

• Any necessary restrictions upon horse movements on/off site 

• Notify other Equestrian businesses/centres in the locality 

 

A record is kept of horses that are isolated.  The information comprises: 

• Horse details (name, owner details etc.) 

• Date of arrival into/leaving Isolation  

• Reason for Isolation 

• Background information 

• Veterinary visits (dates/notes) 
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• medication, staff comments and initials 

 

5. Isolation facility and procedures 

If isolation is required Conquest Centre will: 

• Adapt current stabling arrangements to utilise one that will prohibit contact with other 

horses 

• Identifying a suitably located grazing area that prohibits contact with other horses 

• Use of a stable that is separate to main stabling  

• Ensuring restricted access through erecting specific signage or positioning of 

cones/tape etc 

 

6. Preventative biosecurity measures 

Staffing 

• All staff are made aware of cleaning regimes in order to maintain good standards of 

yard hygiene, including use of PPE and washing hands etc. 

• Suitably experienced staff that are trained and proficient in biosecurity measures 

have designated responsibility to undertake the care and monitoring of health of any 

newly isolated horses 

• Separate protective clothing and footwear is used when dealing with isolated horses 

 

Horses 

• All newly arriving horses at the yard (for permanent residence) will be isolated for a 

minimum of 21 days in either a field or a stable where they cannot touch other horses 

• Horses isolated in a field have their own water supply and do not share this with 

other fields and or horses. 

• Visiting horses will be stabled/field kept away from resident herd 

• Visiting horses will have had appropriate vaccinations and be accompanied by their 

equine passport to evidence currency (as required) 

• There is restricted access to isolation area eg no public, specific staff 

• Sharing of equipment between horses eg grooming kits, water buckets, haynets, rugs 

is avoided. 

• Any resident horses that frequently leave/return to the yard will be vaccinated 

• Materials/equipment in contact with isolated horses are cleaned and disinfected 

between use with a Defra approved disinfectant and is stored separately 

• Potential contaminated waste materials are separately disposed of 

• Routine daily health monitoring of new horses will be undertaken with any concerns 

being reported appropriately 

 

7. In the event of an outbreak 

• Increased biosecurity measures, barrier nursing (taking extra precautions to ensure 

the disease cannot spread) will be undertaken to help contain any diseases and 

minimise spreading within the yard and beyond. 

• Horses showing signs of infectious or contagious disease e.g., cough, coloured nasal 

discharge, fever (>38.5oC), skin lesions (e.g. ringworm) will be isolated immediately 

• Appropriate staff will be allocated with direct responsibility 
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• The horse(s) will be placed in strict quarantine and isolated with a boundary of 20m 

“airspace” in an area where there is not contact with other horses 

• Veterinary advice will be sought and followed 

• The horse will be monitored with regards to TPR, appetite and any adaptations to 

diet/exercise will be made 

• The effected horse will be cared for after non-infected horses to reduce the likelihood 

of disease transmission. 

• All horses on the yard will have increased monitoring through observation and taking 

temperatures - ensuring thermometers are disinfected between horses 

• A record of dates and names of horses that have had contact with the isolated horse 

will be made and these will be considered as potential ‘risk’ horses (as next point) 

• A traffic light system will be implemented – colour code horses into groups eg Red for 

those that have had direct contact with the ill horse, Amber for those that have been 

near the ill horse, Green for those that have had no contact with the horse 

• Veterinary advice will be sought and followed on any retesting for clearance 

(depending upon situation) and returning to routine management 

• Overalls will be worn to care for the isolated horse, with full barrier nursing in place. 

• All equipment will be disinfected after the incident has been resolved  

• The isolation stable will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected with a Defra approved 

disinfectant and the bedding appropriately disposed of. 

 

8. Policy Review 

The Animal Welfare – Team Leader is responsible for monitoring and reviewing this policy. This policy 
will be reviewed annually. In addition, changes to legislation, national guidance, codes of practice or 
government advice may trigger interim reviews. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


