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Introduction

Christmas naturally highlights two defining characteristics of the
Christian life: hope and joy. These qualities are not seasonal
emotions reserved for December, but enduring marks of those who
follow Christ. Hope comes from knowing there is a sovereign God
who invites humanity into relationship, who is aware of every
circumstance, who holds all power, and who rules over all things
with purpose. Joy flows from the assurance that sins are forgiven,
heaven is real, and life has meaning through the Savior.

As the Christmas story unfolds, Scripture reveals four divine
messages delivered by the angel Gabriel. These messages—given
to Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and later the shepherds—announce
that God’s long-awaited plan of redemption is moving forward.
The first of these messages is found in Luke chapter 1 and centers
on a priest named Zechariah.

A Time of Silence, a Moment of Breaking In

Before the events of Luke 1, the people of Israel had lived through
400 years of silence. No prophet spoke. No new revelation came.
The Old Testament ends with the words of Malachi, including a
promise that God would one day send a messenger in the spirit of
Elijah to prepare the way for the Lord. After centuries of waiting,
heaven finally breaks its silence.

During the reign of King Herod of Judea—known for his brutality
and the slaughter of innocent children—Scripture introduces a
priest named Zechariah, from the division of Abijah, and his wife
Elizabeth, also from a priestly family. Their names quietly carry
the theme of the entire story:

e Zechariah means “God remembers.”

o FElizabeth means “God is my covenant.”
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Together, their names declare: “The Lord remembers His
covenant.”

Both are described as righteous, living blamelessly according to
the commands of the Lord. Yet they faced a deep sorrow: they had
no children, and Elizabeth was unable to conceive. In that culture,
barrenness was often viewed as a sign of divine displeasure,
though Scripture makes clear this was not the case. Both were
“well along in years,” likely in their sixties.

A Once-in-a-Lifetime Moment in the Temple

At the appointed time, Zechariah’s priestly division was serving in
the temple. By casting lots—God’s chosen method for appointing
divine assignments—Zechariah was selected to burn incense inside
the sanctuary during the hour of prayer. This was a profound
honor; with approximately 20,000 priests in rotation, most never
experienced this moment even once in their lifetime.

While the people gathered outside praying, Zechariah entered the
Holy Place. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared, standing
beside the altar of incense. Scripture repeatedly shows that angelic
beings inspire awe and fear, and Zechariah was overwhelmed.

The angel spoke:

“Do not be afraid... your prayer has been heard. Your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John.”

The long-prayed, long-abandoned request of decades past was now
being answered. The timing had always belonged to God. The
promised child would bring joy not only to his parents but to
many.
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The Mission of John: The Spirit and Power of Elijah
Gabriel declared that the child would be:
o great in the sight of the Lord,
o filled with the Holy Spirit even before birth,
e aman who would turn many in Israel back to the Lord,
e and one who would go “in the spirit and power of Elijah.”

This language directly connects John to the final words of the Old
Testament in Malachi 4, which promised a coming figure who
would:

e turn the hearts of the fathers to their children,
e turn the hearts of the children to their fathers,
o and prepare the people for the arrival of the Lord.

John would not be Elijah reincarnated, but he would embody
Elijah’s mission and message.

To understand this, it is essential to remember the context of
Elijah’s ministry. In his day, Israel was outwardly religious but
inwardly divided. They observed rituals, feasts, and traditions, yet
their hearts were captivated by the idols of surrounding nations.
They wavered between devotion to God and loyalty to the world.

On Mount Carmel, Elijah confronted this spiritual compromise:

“If the Lord is God, follow Him.
If Baal is god, then follow him.
But stop wavering between the two.”

Elijah called the people to return wholeheartedly to God, not
simply to perform religious duties but to surrender every area of
life.

John’s ministry would mirror this call. His message would be
repentance, awakening, and renewal. He would call the people to
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prepare their hearts for the Messiah by turning away from sin and
returning fully to God.

Restoring the Home as the Foundation of Faith

Gabriel also declared that John would “turn the hearts of fathers to
their children.”
This highlights a central truth woven throughout Scripture:

The home is the primary place where faith is formed and lived out.

In every generation, families face pressures—busyness, financial
strain, conflict, rebellion, distance, disappointment. Yet God’s
design remains unchanged: the family is meant to be the first
mission field, the first place where love, discipleship, forgiveness,
and spiritual leadership take root.

John’s ministry called Israel not only to personal repentance but to
relational restoration. Homes needed healing. Fathers needed to
lead spiritually. Children needed the example and guidance of their
parents. The nation could not prepare for the coming of Christ
without first strengthening its families.

This same calling resonates today more urgently than ever.

Preparing the Heart for the Coming King

As John prepared the people for Christ’s first coming, Scripture
calls believers today to prepare for Christ’s second coming. Acts 3
echoes the same message Elijah and John proclaimed:

“Repent and turn back,

so that your sins may be wiped out,
that seasons of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord.”

Repentance is not merely sorrow—it is a turning of the heart, a
realignment of life, a return to the God who gives hope and joy.
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The weeks leading up to Christmas offer a sacred opportunity:
e to pray more intentionally,
o to dwell more deeply in Scripture,
e to create space for silence and reflection,
e to restore strained relationships,
o to strengthen the home as a place of faith,
e to reorient life around the presence of God.

God restored the hope of an aging couple. God remembered His
covenant. God fulfilled His promises at the perfect time. And God
still works miracles in families, hearts, and generations today.

The invitation of the Christmas season is simple:

Draw near to God.
And He will draw near to you.

Hope and joy are not distant ideals.
They are the lived experience of those who prepare room in their
hearts for the King.
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