
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
When God’s Plan Seems Unclear 

____________________________ 

 

Understanding Grace, Faith, and the 

Faithfulness of God 
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Introduction 

The Question That Challenges Faith 

Life often raises difficult questions. 

Why do some people embrace truth while others reject it? 

Why do some hearts seem open to God while others remain 

resistant? 

If God is faithful to His promises, why do so many people turn 

away from Him? 

These questions are not new. They have challenged believers for 

centuries and have caused many to wonder whether God's plan is 

truly unfolding as intended. 

At the heart of these questions lies a deeper concern: Can God be 

trusted? 

The answer found in Scripture is both reassuring and 

transformative. 

Paul addressed this very concern when he wrote: 

“Now it is not as though the word of God has failed. Because not 

all who are descended from Israel are Israel.” Romans 9:6 (CSB) 

God's purposes have never failed. 

His promises remain secure. 

His plan of salvation has always been rooted in grace rather than 

human achievement. 

Understanding this truth changes how faith is viewed, how 

salvation is understood, and how God's character is trusted. 
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Chapter 1 

The Difference Between Religion and Faith 

Throughout history, people have often confused religion with faith. 

Religion focuses on performance. 

Faith focuses on trust. 

Religion asks, "What must be done to earn acceptance?" 

Faith asks, "What has God already done?" 

Many assume that spiritual standing is achieved through effort, 

discipline, traditions, or moral behavior. While these things may 

have value, they cannot create righteousness before God. 

Paul highlights this contrast when he writes: 

“What should we say then? Gentiles, who did not pursue 

righteousness, have obtained righteousness—namely the 

righteousness that comes from faith. But Israel, pursuing the law 

of righteousness, has not achieved the righteousness of the law.” 

Romans 9:30–31 (CSB) 

The human tendency is to believe that acceptance must be earned. 

The gospel teaches the opposite. 

God's approval is not purchased through performance. 

It is received through faith. 

As Paul explains: 

“Why is that? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it 

were by works.” Romans 9:32a (CSB) 

This truth challenges every culture because human nature prefers 

achievement over dependence. 

Yet salvation has never been based on ancestry, status, education, 

morality, or religious activity. 
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It has always been based on trusting God's provision. 

Faith begins where self-reliance ends. 

 

Chapter 2 

The Sovereignty of God 

One of the most profound truths in Scripture is that God remains 

completely sovereign. 

Nothing surprises Him. 

Nothing catches Him off guard. 

Nothing occurs outside His authority. 

Human history often appears chaotic, but behind every generation, 

nation, and circumstance stands a God who continues to 

accomplish His purposes. 

Paul reminds readers: 

“So then, it does not depend on human will or effort but on God 

who shows mercy.” Romans 9:16 (CSB) 

This sovereignty can be difficult to understand because people 

naturally want complete explanations for everything God does. 

Yet Scripture consistently reveals a Creator whose wisdom 

exceeds human understanding. 

Paul uses a powerful illustration: 

“Or has the potter no right over the clay, to make from the same 

lump one piece of pottery for honor and another for dishonor?” 

Romans 9:21 (CSB) 

A potter understands the purpose of the clay more fully than the 

clay understands itself. 

Likewise, God's perspective extends beyond what human beings 

can see. 
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His plans are larger than individual moments. 

His purposes stretch across generations. 

His wisdom encompasses eternity. 

Trusting God's sovereignty does not require understanding every 

detail. 

It requires confidence in His character. 

The God who rules over all things is also perfectly wise, perfectly 

just, and perfectly good. 

 

Chapter 3 

Why Mercy Cannot Be Earned 

Modern culture teaches that rewards should be earned. 

Work hard and receive success. 

Study diligently and receive good grades. 

Train consistently and improve performance. 

While this principle applies to many areas of life, it does not apply 

to salvation. 

God declares: 

“I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 

compassion on whom I will have compassion.” Romans 9:15 

(CSB) 

Grace cannot be earned. 

Mercy cannot be purchased. 

Forgiveness cannot be deserved. 

Paul continues: 

“So then, it does not depend on human will or effort but on God 

who shows mercy.” Romans 9:16 (CSB) 
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If salvation depended upon human effort, no one could be certain 

of receiving it. 

There would always be another requirement to fulfill and another 

standard to meet. 

The beauty of the gospel is that salvation begins with God's mercy 

rather than human achievement. 

This removes all grounds for boasting. 

No person can claim credit for receiving grace. 

No one can stand before God and declare personal worthiness. 

Every believer stands on the same foundation: 

The mercy of God. 

This truth humbles the proud and comforts the broken. 

It reminds humanity that salvation is not a prize awarded to the 

deserving. 

It is a gift offered by a gracious God. 

 

Chapter 4 

The Danger of Self-Righteousness 

One of the greatest spiritual dangers is attempting to establish 

personal righteousness apart from God. 

Self-righteousness appears in many forms. 

Sometimes it expresses itself through religious activity. 

Sometimes through moral achievement. 

Sometimes through comparison with others. 

In every case, the focus remains on human effort. 

Paul identifies the heart of the problem: 
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“Since they are ignorant of the righteousness of God and 

attempted to establish their own righteousness, they have not 

submitted to God’s righteousness.” Romans 10:3 (CSB) 

The problem with self-righteousness is that it places confidence in 

the wrong source. 

Instead of trusting God's provision, it trusts personal performance. 

Instead of receiving grace, it attempts to earn favor. 

The result is frustration because no amount of effort can produce 

perfect righteousness. 

Faith offers a different path. 

Rather than striving endlessly to prove worthiness, faith receives 

what God freely provides. 

This shift changes everything. 

Peace replaces anxiety. 

Assurance replaces uncertainty. 

Freedom replaces striving. 

The focus moves from human achievement to divine grace. 

 

Chapter 5 

The Simplicity of Saving Faith 

Many people assume salvation must be complicated. 

Yet Scripture presents a remarkably simple message. 

Paul writes: 

“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone 

who believes.” Romans 10:4 (CSB) 

Faith begins with acknowledging Jesus as Lord. 

It involves trusting in His death and resurrection. 
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It requires surrender rather than self-sufficiency. 

The invitation is beautifully simple: 

“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in 

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

Romans 10:9 (CSB) 

Paul continues: 

“One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one 

confesses with the mouth, resulting in salvation.” Romans 10:10 

(CSB) 

This simplicity is intentional. 

God did not design salvation to be accessible only to scholars, 

religious leaders, or spiritual experts. 

The invitation is available to everyone. 

Young and old. 

Rich and poor. 

Religious and irreligious. 

Every culture. 

Every nation. 

Every background. 

As Paul reminds us: 

“For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, since the 

same Lord of all is rich to all who call on him.” Romans 10:12 

(CSB) 

The same message applies universally. 

The same grace that saves one person can save another. 

The same Savior is offered to the entire world. 
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Chapter 6 

Why the Message Must Be Shared 

Faith requires a response. 

Yet before people can respond, they must hear the message. 

Throughout history, God's plan has included those who carry the 

good news to others. 

The gospel was never intended to remain private. 

It was designed to be proclaimed. 

Paul declares: 

“For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

Romans 10:13 (CSB) 

Then he asks a series of questions that reveal the urgency of 

evangelism: 

“How, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And 

how can they believe without hearing about him? And how can 

they hear without a preacher?” Romans 10:14 (CSB) 

People cannot place faith in a message they have never heard. 

They cannot respond to truth that has never been shared. 

This responsibility belongs to every believer. 

Not everyone teaches from a platform. 

Not everyone writes books or leads ministries. 

Yet every believer has opportunities to reflect and communicate 

the hope found in Christ. 

And those who do are honored with these words: 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.” 

Romans 10:15 (CSB) 
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The goal is not merely to win arguments. 

The goal is to point people toward the God who offers grace, 

forgiveness, and eternal life. 

The message remains as powerful today as it was when it was first 

proclaimed. 

 

Conclusion 

Faith in the God Who Never Fails 

The story of salvation ultimately reveals two foundational truths. 

God is completely sovereign. 

Human beings are completely responsible for their response. 

These truths work together rather than compete with one another. 

God extends mercy. 

People are called to believe. 

God offers grace. 

People are invited to receive it. 

God remains faithful even when human beings fail. 

His promises endure. 

His purposes continue. 

His plan moves forward. 

Even when people resist Him, God's heart remains open: 

“But to Israel he says: All day long I have held out my hands to a 

disobedient and defiant people.” Romans 10:21 (CSB) 

The message of the gospel has always been the same: 

Salvation is not earned through ancestry, morality, tradition, or 

works. 
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It is received through faith. 

And the invitation remains open: 

“For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

Romans 10:13 (CSB) 

This truth offers hope to every searching heart. 

The God who calls people to Himself remains faithful. 

And those who place their trust in Him discover a confidence that 

rests not in human effort, but in the unchanging faithfulness of 

God. 

 

. 
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