
Friday 24th October 2025 

Year 4 & 5 Battle of Britain Concert 
On Tuesday, the children in Year 4 and 5 visited the 
beautiful church of St. Clement Danes to take part in 
a concert marking the 80th anniversary of the Battle 
of Britain. 
All through this half term, Mr Pix has been teaching 
the children songs which they  
performed live with the 
Central Band of the RAF and 
the Duchess of Edinburgh 

String Orchestra and more than 300 other 
children. It was an amazing and unique 
experience for them. 

Cooking in Year 5 
In Design & Technology this week, Year 
5 made the soups that they had 
previously designed. 
 They prepared carrots, sweet potato, 
onion, garlic and parsley. Then they 
added vegetable stock, chilli and curry 
powder. 
After the vegetables had been cooked, 
they were able to taste and evaluate 
their soups.  
Overall, the children were very happy 
with how it turned out. They commented 
that  “It was smooth, not too runny, nice 
and spicy and flavoursome! 
Thank you to Nourish for their support 
with this lesson. 

Television Appearance 
Congratulations to Lotus-Imani (2A) on 
her appearance on the ITV show This 
Morning last week. 
Lotus-Imani was asked to be on the 
show because of the amazing work 
she is doing as a young journalist for 
Cocoa Girl, the UK’s first magazine to 
celebrate Black girls. 

Monday 27th - Friday  31st 
October 
• Half Term Holiday (wishing 

everyone a peaceful break) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Monday 3rd November 
• School beings again (9am) 
• Year 4 Cricket Lessons begin in 

PE. 
 
Tuesday 4th November 
• Year 6 Virtual Tour of The 

British Museum 
• NHS Flu Immunisation Service 

(Reception to Year 6)  
 
Wednesday 5th November 
• Autumn Term Parents Evening - 

first session (appointments are 
from 3:50pm - 7pm and can be 
booked online) 

 
Tuesday 11th November 
• Open Afternoon (Prospective 

Parents) for parents/carers of 
children due for admission to 
Reception in 2026 (2pm) 

 
Wednesday 12th November 
• 4F only Autumn Term Parents 

Evening - second session 
(appointments are from 3:50pm 
- 6pm and can be booked 
online) 

 
Thursday 13th November 
• SEND Coffee Morning - 9am 

(see full details on page 2) 
• Autumn Term Parents Evening - 

second session (appointments 
are from 3:50pm - 6pm and 
can be booked online) 

IMPORTANT DATES OPAL ‘Stay & Play’ 
 Thank you to everyone who braved 
the weather (just as the children do at 
playtimes) to enjoy the Outdoor Play 
and Learning ‘Stay and Play’ event 
after school on Monday. 
Miss Onwuka and her merry band of 
play leaders demonstrated the broad 
range of resources and activities that 
are available to the children of 
Holbeach at lunchtime and playtimes.  

Meet the Author 
On Wednesday, all of the children 
in Year 5 and Year 6 visited the 
Southbank Centre (alongside 900 
o ther  c h i ldren )  to  see a 
performance from the author Frank 
Cottrell-Boyce. 

Mr Cottrell-Boyce told them some 
funny anecdotes about his life and 
career and read aloud some 
extracts from his new book 'The 
Blockbusters'. 
Every child was given their very 
own copy of the book to take home 
and enjoy. 
Afterwards the children enjoyed a 
bit of site-seeing along the 
Southbank and then some bonding 
time playing in the playground near 
to the London Eye. 



Whole School Development of  
‘Phonological awareness’  

 

As you are no doubt already aware, this year at Holbeach, we are 
promoting and teaching the skills involved in “Phonological 
Awareness”. The next two weeks will be devoted to “Blending 
Syllables”, which means sticking the syllables together to 
make a word. Watch this video for further explanation. 
 
Here are some ideas to help the children to blend syllables to make words: 
  
EYFS & KS1 Children 
• Guess the word: when looking at books / pictures with your child (or when out and about), 

tell them to guess what word you are saying. For example “can you find/point to the… am-
bu-lance (ambulance)… te-le-vi-sion (television)…” 

  
KS2 Children 
• Guess the word (but harder!): Adults can Google ‘multi-syllabic words’ for ideas, then sit 

opposite the child and challenge them to guess the word you are saying. The adult should 
leave a small gap between syllables and allow them time to work on sticking it together. To 
help, give them a clue, such as “it flies”. 

  
Remember... 
If your child WANTS to have a go breaking words into syllables, great! But at the moment we 
are working on them STICKING SYLLABLES TOGETHER. 

Supporting Learning 

When it comes to 
t imes tables, 
s p e e d  A N D 
accuracy are 
important – the 
more facts your 
child remembers, 

the easier it is for them to do harder 
calculations.  
Times Table Rock Stars is a fun and 
challenging online programme designed 
to help students master times tables! 
 

Little and Often: In order to get the best 
out of Times Tables Rock Stars children 
should play regularly for short bursts of 
time so we would ask you to allow your 
child to play for 5-10 minutes at a time.  
If your child cannot remember their login 
details please ask their class teacher. 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=N_nE5PPmJZc


More Future Events 




