
Friday 19th December 2025 

Memorable Experiences 
This week, each of the year groups have been 
marking the end of their Autumn Term topics by 
holding their “Memorable Experiences”. 
Year 1 shared their Dinosaur videos with each 
other while Year 2 invited their parents in to see 
their Toy Exhibition. 
The Year 3 parents and carers were invited into the classrooms to show them all 

of the different things they have learned about 
Victorian Britain. 
Year 4 reenacted a Viking Banquet (trying out 
some very unusual recipes) and Year 6 
reenacted an Ancient Egyptian burial ceremony. 
You can see photographs from each of these 
amazing events on the class blogs. 

Much Ado... Review 
Congratulations to the Holbeach 
Performing Arts Club who received 
the ir  fu l l  rev iew of  the i r 
performance of Much Ado about 
Nothing. 
The review is on page 3 of this 
newsletter and is an impressive 
recount of just what an exceptional 
job this group of children did. 
Mrs Freeman is already planning the 
Performing Arts Club’s next 
adventure. 

Monday 5th January 2026 
• INSET DAY (School Closed to 

children) 
 
Tuesday 6th January 2026 
• Spring Term Begins (children to 

arrive between 8:50am and 
9am as usual) 

 
Thursday 8th January 2026 
• Prospective Parents Meeting 

(9:30am) 
 
Tuesday 13th January 2026 
• Holbeach Hub Shop re-opens 

for Spring (see page 2) 
 
Thursday 22nd January 2026 
• 4A Class Assembly (parents and 

carers encouraged to attend at 
10:40am) 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Guitar and Trumpet 

Over the last two 
w e e k s ,  t h e 
children in Key 
Stage Two have 
been able to 
enjoy ‘work in 
p r o g r e s s ’ 
performances from both the school’s 
Guitar Club and Trumpet Club. 
Thank you to Joff (Guitar) and Hattie 
(Trumpet) for your guidance and 
support for these pupils this term. 

Friends of Holbeach Update 
Winter Wonderland 
Many thanks to everyone who attended the 
Winter Wonderland event after school last 
Friday. The event raised well over £500.  
It was wonderful to see so many people 
enjoying themselves and taking part in the 
different craft stalls as well as visiting 
Santa's grotto.  
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the cake and toy stalls and to the 
many volunteers who organised the event and who came to help.  
Winter Cinema Screenings  
Both of the Friends of Holbeach Winter Cinema Screenings were really 
well attended, with Home Alone pretty much a sell-out. There was a great 
mix of families at each of the film screenings with the final amount raised 
from this event being around £480. 

The school is very grateful to the FoH for all their efforts this year! 

Christmas Productions 

This week it was the turn of the 
children in Year 5 and Nursery to 
showcase their singing and acting 
skills. 
On Tuesday evening, Year 5 gave a 
very  s l i c k  and impres s i ve 
performance of their version of the 
famous Dickens tale of A Christmas 
Carol, called “Bah Humbug”. 
Then, on Thursday afternoon, the 
Nursery rounded off our Christmas 
Performances with some very cute 
renditions of a few festive favourite 
tunes. 
Thank you to all of the staff for 
their hard work in preparing all of 
our Christmas Productions 

Cricket in Year 4 
Over the past 5 weeks, Year 4 have 
been taking part in Platform Cricket 
lessons. The children threw themselves 
into every session with enthusiasm, 
teamwork and determination. It has 
been fantastic to watch their confidence 
grow as they developed their batting, 
bowling and fielding skills. 
Across the sessions, the coach was 
incredibly impressed with the children’s 
positive attitudes. 
A huge well done to all of Year 4 for 
their effor t  and spor tsmanship 
throughout the block. 



Whole School Development of  
‘Phonological Awareness’  

 

This week, the children have once again been focusing on 
the following skill: “Deleting Syllables”. This means getting 
rid of one (or more) syllables within a word and then saying 
the rest. 
 
Here are some ideas to help children delete syllables in words:  
  
Younger children  
Stick to 2 syllable words, and start with compound words (two words grouped together to 
make a new word e.g. ‘tea-pot’, ‘tooth-brush’, ‘train-track’) as younger children find these 
the most easy to break apart. First, ask your child to clap the syllables (to make sure they 
get this bit right), then ask them to “take away the first syllable / last syllable”. You can 
hold up 2 fingers and use these to help show them    
 
Older children  
Choose a word with multiple syllables, like "butterfly" or "happily." Have your child say the 
word and then ask them “what word would you get if you delete the first / middle / last 
syllable”. For instance, for “but-ter-fly,” you could delete “but” and end up with “ter-fly.”  
 
Watch this video of how to help children delete syllables in words https://youtu.be/
QKL9GLVVyL0  

Supporting Your Child’s Learning 

When it comes to the 
multiplication tables, 
speed AND accuracy 
are both equally 
important. The more 
facts your child 
remembers, the easier it is for them to do 
harder calculations. 
 
Times Table Rock Stars is a fun and 
challenging online programme designed 
to help students master times tables! 
 
Little and Often: In order to get the best 
out of Times Tables Rock Stars children 
should play regularly for short bursts of 
time so we would ask you to allow your 
child to play for 5-10 minutes at a time.  
 
If your child cannot remember their login 
details please ask their class teacher. 

https://youtu.be/QKL9GLVVyL0
https://youtu.be/QKL9GLVVyL0




Family Support in Lewisham 


