
Friday 16th January 2026 

OPAL Update 
The children continue to enjoy all of the different 
resources and opportunities that our OPAL 

i n s p i r e d 
playground has 
to offer. 
No matter what 
the weather has 
been like (and 
we have had lots of snow, ice and rain lately) the 
children have continued to learn to problem 
solve together and overcome differences. 

Celebration Assembly 
This Wednesday, saw the first 
“Celebration Assembly” of the new 
year. 
Each week, Mr Morriss shares some 
good news stories from each class 
and across the school. 
It was really great to see so many 
children at the front of assembly 
sharing their hard work in English, 
Maths and Science but it was also 
good to find out about Keon (5F) 
who recently competed in the British 
Taekwondo Tournament. 

Keon spoke 
about the skills 
that he has 
learned from 
d o i n g 
Taekwondo and 
how many belts 
he has been 
awarded over 
the years as he 
has improved 
and progressed. 

New Football Kit 
A huge thank you to Ms 
Davidson (Admin Officer) 
for her hard work in 
finding a company to 
provide the school 
football teams with a new 
kit this season entirely 
free of charge! 
“Octopus Energy” have generously provided the school 
with these new blue kits and the children cannot wait for 
their next league matches to try them out.  

 

Monday 19th January 
• Year 2 are taking part in a 

History Workshop about ‘The 
Great Fire of London’ 

 
Tuesday 20th January  
• The Holbeach Hub Shop is 

open from 9am (see page 2 
for details)  

 
Wednesday 21st January 
• 5F Educational Visit to the 

UCL Observatory 
 
Tuesday 27th January  
• The Holbeach Hub Shop is 

open from 9am 
 
Wednesday 28th January 
• 5G Educational Visit to the 

UCL Observatory 
 
Thursday 29th January 
• 5F Class Assembly (family 

members are encouraged to 
attend at 10:15am) 

 
Tuesday 3rd February  
• The Holbeach Hub Shop is 

open from 9am 
 
Thursday 5th February  
• “Managing Big Emotions” 

Workshop for parents/carers 
of children in KS1 (see page 
2) 

• 2A Class Assembly (family 
members are encouraged to 
attend at 10:15am) 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Science in Year 5 
This week, 
5G carried 
o u t  a n 
e x c i t i n g 
s c i e n c e 
investigation 
to explore 
w h a t 

happens when vinegar (an acid) is 
mixed with bicarbonate of soda (an 
alkali) 
The children added bicarbonate of 
soda to vinegar and observed an 
irreversible change taking place. A 
c hemica l  reac t ion  occu r red , 
producing a gas called carbon 
dioxide. This gas took up space and 
caused a balloon to inflate. We 
discussed how this change could not 
be reversed. 
Pupils made predictions, observed 
the reaction carefully, and used 
scientific vocabulary to explain what 
they saw. They also talked about how 
to make the investigation fair by 
changing only one variable at a time. 

Please Stop Idling 
Please can all parents and carers assist the school 
in keeping our children safe from harm. 
We are currently experiencing some parents/
carers who are putting the children’s health at risk 
by parking or idling (allowing their engine to run 
while they are stationary) on the double yellow 
lines on the roads around the school.  
As a school, we are trying to educate the children 
about road safety and climate change and it is 
not helpful if the adults in the school act in a way 
that is at odds with our teaching.  



Whole School Development of  
‘Phonological awareness’  

As part of our focus on “Phonological Awareness”, this week, we were once 
again promoting the skill of: Blending Onset and Rhyme. This means 
putting together the first sound (or sounds) of a word, called the onset, with 
the rest of the word, called the rhyme. In ‘cat’, the onset is ‘c’ and the rhyme is ‘at’. Mr Bulpitt 
introduced the skill in the assembly on Monday and the teachers found regular opportunities to 
check that the children could blend onset and thyme together. 
 
Younger children 
Sound Hunt: At home, or out and about, the adult can choose a simple, 1 syllable word they see 
(e.g. ‘cat’, ‘dog’, ‘door’, ‘bus’) and ask the child to guess what word they are saying. Then the adult 
will say the word, breaking it into onset and rhyme. For example “what did I just see… b….. 
us….?” In the beginning, make this easy by leaving a very small gap between the onset and 
rhyme. 
 
Older children 
Word games: tell you child to think of a sound (this will be the onset), then you think of the ‘rhyme’ 
and see if your child can blend these together to work out the word you created together. For 
example, if your child chooses the ‘p’ sound, you could say ‘-ick’ (pick), ‘-ack’ (pack), ‘-ot’ (pot). 
The words are endless!  
 
Remember when saying the onset sound, make sure you are using pure sounds. Watch this video 
to help you understand what ‘pure sounds’ are: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc  

Supporting Your Child’s Learning 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc


Action For Refugees In Lewisham’s services 
aim to meet the real needs of asylum 
seekers, vulnerable migrants and refugees 
in south east London. We provide five core 
services: 
 
• Helping Hands Foodbank 
• Rainbow Club Supplementary School 
• Advice and Advocacy Service 
• Immigration Advice Project - with 

Southwark Law Centre 
• Wellbeing activities 

 
We work in partnership with a range of 
organisations in order to maximise our 
impact. 
 
We do not offer any drop in services, but are 
open to referrals.  
 
Find out more about our services by clicking 
on this link: http://www.afril.org.uk/our-
services/  

Signposting to Services 

http://www.afril.org.uk/our-services/
http://www.afril.org.uk/our-services/
http://www.afril.org.uk/our-services/

