
Friday 30th January 2026 

Reception have been busy again! 
The children in Reception continue to work really hard. They are using good quality 
texts (like “Supertato” and “I want my hat back”) to inspire lots of hands on learning 
and some really good writing too. 
For example, Pebble Class made a fruit and vegetable shop in their role play area 
and then wrote shopping lists and counted out the coins and vegetables. Then, on 
Wednesday, the Evil Pea left them a note which they had great fun responding to. 

Science in Year 1 
 

Recently, in their Science lessons, Year 
1 have been learning about the life 
cycles of different animals.  
They researched the life cycles of 
frogs, butterflies and sea turtles and  
then talked about what the word 
“metamorphosis” means in relation to 
these animals.  
They presented their findings by using 
paper plates to draw out the 4 main 
stages in the life cycle of a frog.  
All of the children worked really hard 
and did a fantastic job. You can see 
more examples on the class blogs. 

Safeguarding Reminder 
At Holbeach Primary School, we take our responsibilities for child protection 
seriously. We strive to achieve an environment where children feel secure, 
supported and valued within and beyond the school gate.  
We reaslise that some of our children are the victims of neglect and/or physical, 
sexual or emotional abuse. Staff at school, by virtue of their knowledge of the 
children in their care, are well placed to identify such abuse. 
All child protection concerns and referrals will be handled sensitively, professionally 
and in ways which support the needs of the child. They are usually handled by our 
Designated Safeguarding Lead / DSL (Mr Bulpitt) or by one of our Deputy 
Safeguarding Leads (Mr Morriss and Mrs Howes). 
Parents and Carers can share any safeguarding concerns that they have with the 
school’s DSL. Further reminders about our Safeguarding Processes will be in each 
weekly newsletter. 

Tuesday 3rd February  
• The Holbeach Hub Shop is 

open from 9am (see page 3 
for details)  

 
Thursday 5th February 
• KS1 Parent/Carer “Managing 

Big Emotions” Workshop with 
the Mental Health Support 
Team (9am - see page 2)  

• 2A Class Assembly (10:15am - 
parents and carers welcome to 
attend) 

 
Monday 9th - Friday 13th 
February 
• Children’s Mental Health Week 

(“This is My Place”)  
 
Monday 9th February 
• Year 2 DT Cookery Workshop 

(Making Bread) 
 
Tuesday 10th February 
• Year 4 Science Workshop (The 

Human Machine) 
 
Wednesday 11th February 
• Safer Internet Day 
 
Thursday 12th February 
• 2W Class Assembly (10:15am 

- parents and carers welcome 
to attend) 

IMPORTANT DATES 

5F Class Assembly 

On Thursday, 5F produced a hugely 
entertaining and informative assembly 
all about space. 
They demonstrated what they had 
learnt about each planets whilst 
showing off the models that they had 
made of each one. 
They sang a song about the man on the 
moon and pretended to be alien life 
forms. Thank you to all of the family 
members who came to watch. 

OPAL Update 
 

Despite the changeable weather, 
the children continue to enjoy their 

playtimes at Holbeach. 

This week, it was good to see how 
they adapted their play to include 
the extra water available due to 

the rain. 

Please continue to send your 
children in with suitable clothing for 

being out in all forms of weather.  



Whole School Development of  
‘Phonological awareness’  

 

At Holbeach, we are constantly promoting and teaching the key skills 
involved in “Phonological Awareness” in order to help the children 
with both their reading and their spelling. The skill we are currently 
working on is “Segmenting onset and rhyme” 
 
Segmenting onset and rhyme means breaking a word up into its first sound (the onset) and the 
rest of the word (the rhyme). For example, in the word "dog," the "d" is the onset and "og" is the 
rhyme. If a word has more than one sound at the beginning, break them off together (e.g. clip = 
‘cl’ + ‘ip, break = ‘br’ + ‘eak’)  
  
Younger children  
Play a word game! Show your child how to break a word (such as ‘cat’) into onset and 
rhyme: c—at. Then ask your child to have a go. Try showing them how to break other simple 
words into onset and rhyme (p-ig, s-un, d-og).  
 
Older children  
Spelling Fun: To support your child to better understand how to break down words, go over 
their weekly spellings and ask them to break each word into onset and rhyme. This can also get 
them thinking more carefully about the sounds in the words they are writing.  
 
Here is a video showing a teacher working on onset and rhyme using a simple visual:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0S6t0MU4SU   

Supporting Your Child’s Learning 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0S6t0MU4SU


Signposting to services 



Mental Health Support 


