
Friday 20th March 2026 

Spring Term School Disco 
What better way to round off another exciting week 
at Holbeach than to have the colourful and energetic 
Spring Term Discos! 
A huge thank you goes to the Friends of Holbeach  for 
all of their hard work in preparing for the discos and 
then making sure that they ran like clockwork today. 

The children had great fun 
dancing to the tunes from 
DJ James (a parent and 
Governor) and it was great 
to see so many teachers 
and teaching assistants 
enjoying a boogie too!  

Year 2 Visit the O2 
On Wednesday, Year 2 went to the 
cinema at Greenwich O2 to 
watch “Paddington in Peru”.  
The trip supported their learning in 
English, especially as they are 
currently writing fantasy stories. 
Watching the film helped to 
develop their imaginations and 
their creativity. 
The film also helped them to learn 
about different countries, different 
cultures, and the importance of 
showing empathy towards others. 
Thank you to all the parents and 
carers who suppor ted this 
memorable event. 

Monday 23rd March 
• Year 6 PHSE Workshop (Talk 

Consent) 
 
Tuesday 24th March 
• Holbeach Hub Shop (9am in the 

school house) 
• Incredible Years Parent Group 

Coffee Morning (9am) 
• The Easter Bunny is visiting the 

children at Holbeach Wildlife 
Area 

 
Wednesday 25th March 
• Year 6 visit to the Cinema 
 
Thursday 26th March 
• Spring Term Parents Evening (4pm 

- 6pm) 
• 1B Class Assembly (parents/

carers welcome to attend at 
10:15am) 

 
Friday 27th March 
• Spring Term Ends (children can be 

collected at 1:30pm or 3:20pm) 

IMPORTANT DATES 
London Eye Visit for 

Year 3  
On Wednesday, 
Year 3 were 
very lucky with 
the weather and 
the children were 
amazed by the 
incredible views 
across London that they enjoyed from 
the pods on the London Eye. 

W h e n  t h ey 
a r r i v e d  i n 
London, they 
sketched the Eye 
from the North 
Bank of the river 
Thames. Then 

they crossed over the river to take their 
“flight”. 
After that they got a chance to play in 
the playground 
next to the Eye. 
Thank you to the 
parents/carers 
who supported 
this memorable 
trip. 

Jazz Pharmaceuticals 
On Thursday, some scientists from a company 
called Jazz Pharmaceuticals came to explain to 
Year 4 how different medicines are made and 
why it is important not to take other people’s 

medicine. 

“My favourite bit of the workshop was helping 
them to mould the ‘ingredients’ into a tablet 

shape” Matheus 4A 

“It was fun making a mess with the corn flour and playdough and even more 

fun tidying it up afterwards” Ava-Grace (4A)  

Thank you to Mr Greaves for arranging for these visitors to come to Holbeach. 

Swimming Gala 
Congratulations to the Holbeach 
Swimming Squad who performed 
superbly well in the Lewisham Saxon 
Crown swimming Gala last Friday. 
The Holbeach squad consisted of 
Barney, Max, Sebastian, Lilly and 
Florence  in Year 6 and Martha, Frida, 
Romilly, Caroline, Orla, Alberto and 
Rudy in Year 5. 
It was fantastic to see each of these 
children showing determination and 
resilience as they competed against 
children from various other schools in 
the borough. 
Holbeach finished in 3rd place overall 
(with 78 points) which is our best ever 
performance  and a fan tas t i c 
achievement. 
Well done to the whole squad for their 
tremendous efforts, especially Martha 
and Barney who won individual medals. 



Whole School Development of  
‘Phonological awareness’  

 

We are currently working on Recognising rhyme words. This 
means being able to hear and notice when two words sound the 
same in the middle and at the end, like "cat" and "hat." Working on 
this skills helps children to notice patterns in words, which then improves their spelling. 
Important Distinction: Do not ask your child to tell you rhyme words yet (that is our next 
skill). For now, please focus on them being able to correctly notice when words rhyme. 
 
Younger children 
Rhyme Detective! Say three words—two that rhyme and one that doesn’t (e.g., cat, hat, 
dog). Ask your child, "Which word doesn’t belong?" Try with other sets (fox, box, tree / car, 
star, chair). 
 
Older children 
Rhyme Hunt! Pick a word (log) and say a list of words, some that rhyme and some that 
don’t (dog, pen, fog, top, jog). Your child claps/ gives a thumbs up when they hear a 
rhyme! A few minutes of play each day can make a big difference in early literacy skills! 
 
Here are some good links that you can use to help your children practice saying and 
recognising rhyming words:  Video 1, Video 2 and Word List. 

Supporting Learning 

When it comes to times tables, speed and accuracy are 
important. The more facts your child remembers, the 
easier it is for them to do harder calculations. Times 
Table Rock Stars (TTRS) is a fun and challenging 
programme designed that is proven to help students 
master times tables! 
The children should go to https://play.ttrockstars.com/
login/63183 and login using their login details. 
Little and Often: In order to get the best out of TTRS, 
children should regularly play for short bursts so we 
would ask you to allow your child to play for 5-10 
minutes at a time.  
Important: As children play, they answer questions. 
TTRS personalises the questions for each child and 
tracks their progress therefore please don’t allow 
siblings, friends or family to answer questions for your 
child as for them but do support your child if they’re 
stuck. 
If your child cannot remember their login details please 
ask their class teacher who will be able to supply this to 
you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTbO9kjoWDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCwnyCs4nVY
https://www.orchidsinternationalschool.com/blog/rhyming-words-for-kids-in-english
https://play.ttrockstars.com/login/63183
https://play.ttrockstars.com/login/63183


Signposting for Parents and Carers 

Digging the dirt – the world 
beneath your feet 

The Wild Cat Wilderness 
Community Project 
(from March – June 2026) 
is a fun, educational pro-
ject across Lewisham 
about the importance of 
soil using art, pottery, the 
written word, gardening 
and more. 
We are working with Kim 
Norton a local ceramic 
designer who specialises 
in soil and who was part 
of the Soil exhibition at Somerset House in 2025, Soil 
the World at our Feet, which inspired this project.  
To get involved or find out more info please email Ma-
ria wcw@rgtb.org.uk – with the subject matter ‘Digging 
the Dirt’ 
Other Key dates: 
• Soil Festival 18

th
 April at the Wild Cat Wilderness 

• Lewisham Open Community Gardens Day with 
Good Food Lewisham 19

th
 April 

• Summer Solstice Exhibition to show any crea-
tive outputs from the project at the Wild Cat Wil-
derness 20/21

st
 June 

 

Digging the dirt - the world beneath your feet - 
Wildcat Wilderness  

mailto:wcw@rgtb.org.uk
https://wildcatwilderness.org/digging-the-dirt-the-world-beneath-your-feet/
https://wildcatwilderness.org/digging-the-dirt-the-world-beneath-your-feet/


Signposting Local Clubs 



Safeguarding Update 

Substance Misuse  
Parents who have a substance use problem can have 
chaotic, unpredictable lifestyles and may struggle to 
meet their children’s needs. This may result in their chil-
dren being at risk of harm. Parents who have a sub-
stance use problem may have difficulty: staying organ-
ised and giving their children effective and consistent 
support, keeping their home and family clean or recog-
nising and responding appropriately to their own and 
their children’s physical needs.  
 
Parents who drink excessively or have a drug use prob-
lem can also become emotionally unavailable to their 
children. Another effect may be that a child may have to 
take on the role of carer for their family. This could in-
clude doing the housework and looking after younger 
siblings.  
 
The following websites (click on the images) offer further 
information and signposting to support:  
 
 
 
 

Arbor 
Updating your child’s con-
tact details, dietary require-
ments & medical information 
A reminder, we request you 
log into your Arbor Parent/
Carer Portal to check the in-
formation we hold on both 
your child and yourself is accurate. Please en-
sure contact details, including address and tele-
phone number are correct, along with any die-
tary and medical requirements. Click to access 
the portal: It is a parent/carers responsibility to 
ensure up to date information is held about 
themselves and their child.  

https://www.wearewithyou.org.uk/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/children-and-families-at-risk/parental-substance-misuse
https://www.changegrowlive.org/

