
Friday 9th October 2026 
 

Year 5 Swimming Lessons 
Every afternoon this week, the children in Year 5 have been travelling 
to Forest Hill Swimming Pools to have a daily swimming lesson. 
These lessons have given the children the opportunity to show off the 
values we hold dear at Holbeach. 
For many children, it took a great deal 
of fearlessness to be able to get into 
the water in the first place. They were 
well supported by their compassionate 
peers. 
For others, the skills of hard-work and 
ambitiousness were evident as they 
displayed the technique and stamina 
needed to complete lengths of the pool.  

Message from the 
Friends of Holbeach 

On Monday evening, the Friends of 
Holbeach (FOH) held its AGM. 
It was confirmed that the fundraising 
work of the FOH over the past year has 
enabled a pledge of £10k to the school 
for this upcoming year, to be used to 
subsidise trips, fund extra-curricular and 
cultural events as well as buy leavers 
gifts and starter gifts for Year 6 and 
Reception respectively. 
At the meeting it was confirmed that FOH 
are looking for a new Chair to lead our 
Parents and Teachers Association (PTA). 
This role is a chance to help shape the 
life of the school and bring our 
community together. The Chair helps lead 
our termly committee meetings, works 
with the Headteacher and school staff to 
understand what the school needs and 
helps to ensure the PTA is run fairly. You 
don't need any experience and the role 
takes a few hours a month, plus helping 
out at an occasional event. You will have 
the support of an experienced 
committee, including a Treasurer and a 
Secretary. 
If you are interested or want a chat first 
then please do email us at: 
FriendsofHolbeach@gmail.com 
All Parents, carers and family members 
of Holbeach pupils are welcome to 
apply for this very important role. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
The next FOH event is the Autumn Term 
Discos on Friday 23rd October. 
 
There are two Autumn Term Discos:  
• Disco One (for Nursery, Reception, 

Years 1, 2 & 3) is from  4:00pm -
5:00pm 

• Disco Two (for Years 4, 5 & 6) is 
from 5:15-6:30pm  

Tickets are £2.50 per child and £1 per 
accompanying adult and need to be 
purchased in advance.  
 
Tickets are now available through 
ParentPay. 
 
We will also give Y5 and Y6 an 
opportunity to purchase tickets 
themselves, following one of the Key 
Stage Two assemblies. 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 
The Key Stage Two (Year 3 to Year 6) 
extra-curricular clubs have now begun 
in earnest, with the children all loving 
the chance to follow their passions. 
We can confirm that there are one or 
two spaces still available in the 
following clubs: 
• Ukulele (Tuesday) 
• Choir (Wednesday) 
• Boys Football Year 3 & 4 

(Wednesday) 
• Girls Football Year 3 & 4 

(Thursday) 
If you would like your child to be 
considered for one of these clubs 
please let the school office know by 
calling them on 0208 690 4713 or  
emailing them at this address: 
admin@holbeach.lewisham.sch.uk  

Monday 12th October - Friday 
16th October 
• Year 5 continue their block of 

daily swimming lessons 
 
Monday 12th October 
• Year 6 School Journey to Isle 

of Wight Information Meeting 
(6pm) 

 
Wednesday 14th October 
• Year 1 Educational Visit to 

London Zoo 
 
Thursday 15th October 
• Shell and Pebble Classes: 

Parent Workshop and Stay 
an Play (Early Reading Skills) 

• G o v e r n o r s  Re s o u r c e s 
Committee meeting (6:30pm) 

 
Friday 16th October 
• Wear Red Day (see page 2 

for details) 
 
Tuesday 20th October 
• 2F Educational Visit to The 

Horniman Museum 
 
Wednesday 21st October 
• Year 5 and Year 6 

Educational Visit to London 
Southbank for a Book show 

  
Thursday 22nd October 
• 2T Educational Visit to The 

Horniman Museum 
 
Friday 23rd October 
• School Discos (see FOH 

article on this page) 

IMPORTANT DATES Lewisham Youth Theatre 
On Tuesday, Year 6 took part in a 
free taster Drama Workshop with the 
Lewisham Youth Theatre (LYT). 
The workshop allowed the children to 
work creatively to better understand 
the various backstage roles within a 
theatre, through a range of drama 
games and activities.  
LYT nurtures and inspires young 
people. Find out more about their 
amazing work here. 

https://lewishamyouththeatre.com/


‘Phonological Awareness’ Update 
 

For the past few weeks, all of the children in the school have been 
learning the earliest Phonological Awareness Skills (Awareness of words 
in sentences and understanding the concepts of sentence, first, next, 
last). 
 
‘Phonological awareness’ and how it helps us read and spell 
Phonological awareness is the ability to hear and work with the sounds in spoken language, like 
recognising rhymes or breaking words into syllables/sounds. It helps with literacy development by 
building the foundation for children to understand how sounds connect to letters when learning to 
read and write. 
 
How parents and careers can help at home 
• Play simple listening activities – Play listening games, like clapping out syllables or identifying 

rhyming words, which help children become aware of how words are made up of sounds. 
• Rhyme recognition and production – Encourage children to listen for words that rhyme and to 

think of words that rhyme themselves, which builds their awareness of sound patterns. 
• Read! Reading books with your child helps develop phonological awareness by exposing them to 

rhymes, rhythms, and new words. As you read, you can point out sounds, clap syllables, or play 
with words, making it easier for them to notice how words are made up of smaller sounds. 

• Make it part of daily routines – Practice these skills during everyday activities like reading books, 
singing songs, or playing word games, making learning fun and natural. 

• Read the school’s weekly newsletter together and check for any video clips or advice 
that is provided about Phonological Awareness. 

Supporting Learning 





Safeguarding Update 




