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Friday 23rd October 2026

Autumn Term School Disco
A huge thank you to the Friends of Holbeach and the school staff for 

joining together to help run the school discos this evening.

We hope that everyone who braved the inclement weather had a great 

time dancing, decorating themselves and spending time with friends.

It was a really nice way to end the first half of the Autumn Term. See you 

all after the half-term break. Have a peaceful one!

Year 5 and Year 6 

visit the Southbank
On Wednesday, Year 5 and 

6 visited the London 

Southbank centre to meet the 

author, Katherne Rundell.

Each child left with wonderful 

memories of their day visiting 

the bright lights of London 

and their own copy of her 

book, “Impossible Creatures”.

Rasta Roller
On Wednesday, the children in 

Reception, Year 3 and Year 4 

had the amazing opportunity 

to meet the “Rasta Roller” and 

learn how he rides his penny 

farthing bicycle.

The children asked lots of 

interesting questions and 

learned how riders get on and 

off from these amazing bikes.

They even had the chance to 

touch the bike and were 

surprised to discover that the 

tyres are made of solid rubber 

and don't contain any air at 

all. 

Thank you to the “Rasta Roller” 

for coming to Holbeach.

Year 2 Visit to The 

Horniman Museum
To further support their 

history topic on toys from the 

past, Year 2 visited the 

Horniman Museum this week 

for a toy workshop. 

The children got to see and 

play with toys from countries 

all around the world. They 

discussed how the toys 

moved and the materials 

they were made from. 

They also had a bit of extra 

time to look around some of 

the other galleries.

Monday 26th to Friday 30th 

October

• Half Term Break

Monday 2nd November

• INSET DAY (School is closed to 

children for a staff training day)

Tuesday 3rd November

• Autumn Term begins again

• Year 4 weekly Cricket sessions 

begin

Wednesday 4th November

• Shakespeare in School Festival 

Performance (Holbeach 

Performing Arts Club) 7pm

Tuesday 10th November

• Prospective Parents Open Day 

(2pm)

Wednesday 11th November

• NHS National Child 

Measurement Programme 

(Height & Weight for Reception 

and Year 6)

Wednesday 18th November & 

Thursday 26th November

• Autumn Term Parents Evenings 

(invite and booking form sent 

separately)

IMPORTANT DATES
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SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING

‘Phonological Awareness’

Phonological awareness is the ability to 

hear and work with the sounds in 

spoken language, like recognising 

rhymes or breaking words into 

syllables/sounds. It helps with literacy 

development by building the foundation 

for children to understand how sounds 

connect to letters when learning to read 

and write.

This week, at Holbeach, we have been 

getting the children to practice 

Blending Syllables. 

This means sticking syllables together 

to make a word. Here are some ideas to 

help children blend syllables to make 

words:

Younger children

Guess the word: when looking at 

books / pictures with your child (or when 

out and about), tell them to guess what 

word you are saying. 

For example, “can you find/point to 

the… am-bu-lance (ambulance)… te-le-

vi-sion (television)…”

Older children

Guess the word (but harder!): Adults 

can Google ‘multi-syllabic words’ for 

ideas, then sit opposite the child and 

challenge them to guess the word you 

are saying. The adult should leave a 

small gap between syllables and allow 

them time to work on sticking it together. 

To help, give them a clue, such as “it 

flies”.

If your child WANTS to have a go 

breaking words into syllables, great! But 

at the moment we are working on them 

STICKING SYLLABLES TOGETHER

http://www.holbeach.lewisham.sch.uk/
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EVENTS IN OUR COMMUNITY

Plan for Lewisham 

2026 to 2030
Lewisham Council are 

developing a new Plan for 

Lewisham setting out what 

they want to achieve for 

Lewisham over the next four 

years.

They have developed 18 

outcomes that describe the 

changes that they want to see 

for Lewisham and now they 

want to know what you think.

• Are they focusing on the 

right things? 

• What most needs to 

improve?

• Is anything important 
missing?

Click on this link to have your 
say:
Our Plan for Lewisham 2026 to 
2030 - Lewisham Council - 
Citizen Space
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SAFEGUARDING UPDATE
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