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Friday 13th November 2026

Anti-Bullying 

Workshop 
This week, Chain 

Reaction Theatre visited 

Year 5 and 6 to give a  

performance of a short 

play about the impact 

of bullying.

After the production, 

there was a Question & 

Answer session (with the 

theatre group still in 

character) which helped 

to convey the message 

that Bullying can have a 

very negative impact on 

people and why it is so 

important that you make  

amends if you are ever 

unkind to people.

It was great for the 

children to hear the 

same important 

messages that their 

teachers tell them from 

another motivating 

source.

Art in Year 3
This term, the children 

in Year 3 have 

sketched the local 

Victorian houses, 

closely observing the 

key features of the 

buildings.

They have now 

started to turn these 

sketches into clay 

tiles.

This week, they have 

been learning the 

skills involved in this 

process.

Next, they will be 

sending their tiles off 

to be fired, before 

glazing them.

Monday 16th November

• 1R Autumn Walk

Tuesday 17th November

• 1LS Autumn Walk

Wednesday 18th November

• Year 6 Educational Visit to the 

Vue Cinema for Into the Film 

festival

• Autumn Term Parents Evening 

(4pm – 7pm)

Thursday 19th November

• Reception Classes Parent / 

Carer Workshop and Stay & 

Play (9am – 10am)

• Governing Board’s Curriculum 

Committee Meeting (6:30pm)

Friday 20th November

• Year 4 Educational Visit to the 

O2 Cinema for Into the Film 

festival

Monday 23rd November

• Holbeach Choir and Year 2 in 

the Turning of the Year 

Festival

IMPORTANT DATES

Remembrance Assembly
On Wednesday, the children at Holbeach took the 

opportunity to remember those who have served and 

sacrificed in times of conflict.

Miss Akitoye and Miss Little led special assemblies in 

which they read “Alive with Poppies” and then Mr Pix 

played the Last Post on the trumpet ahead of a two-

minute silence.

Thank you to the School Council who have been selling 

a selection of Poppy Appeal items each day.

 

Parent Governor Needed
We currently have two vacancies for Parent Governors on our 

Governing Board. If you are interested in supporting the school 

in this way, please let the Headteacher or Chair of Governors 

know.

Both the Headteacher and the Chair of Governors will be 

attending the Parents Evening next week and will be available to 

answer any questions you might have about the role.

Holbeach Forest School
The first week of Forest School was brilliant, 

everyone had a great time learning how forest 

school works, learning how to safely whittle 

wood with peelers (so no excuse not to help 

with peeling potatoes and carrots at home 

now!), exploring our amazing garden space 

and swinging in a hammock. Everything just got 

more magical when the sun went down and the 

lanterns came out. 

There are a few spaces still available. Students in 

Years 1-3 can book for the remaining weeks of 

term, via the School Office, to join in the fun!

http://www.holbeach.lewisham.sch.uk/
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SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING

‘Phonological Awareness’

Phonological awareness is the ability to 

hear and work with the sounds in 

spoken language, like recognising 

rhymes or breaking words into 

syllables/sounds. It helps with literacy 

development by building the foundation 

for children to understand how sounds 

connect to letters when learning to read 

and write.

Over the next three weeks, at Holbeach, 

we will be getting the children to 

practice Segmenting Syllables. 

This means breaking words up into 

separate syllables. Here are some ideas 

to help children segment words into 

syllables:

Younger children

Robot talking: talking like a robot can 

help young children break words into 

syllables. When looking at books / 

pictures with your child (or when out 

and about), choose a word and say it 

‘like a robot’. For example, ‘banana’ 

would be said ‘ba-na-na’.

Try words with 2 syllables, then move 

on to 3 and 4 when your child can 

Older children

Sit opposite your child and challenge 

them to break a word into syllables. If 

they find it tricky, show them how to do it 

then have them try again. Once they get 

really good at this, try and find the 

longest word they can break up.

Adults can Google ‘multi-syllabic words’ 

for ideas.

http://www.holbeach.lewisham.sch.uk/
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SAFEGUARDING UPDATE
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