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	Manadon Vale Primary School’s History Enquiry Curriculum


	EYFS
	All About Me!
	Once Upon a Time
	Dinosaurs
	New Life
	Life on the Ocean Wave

	
	Can talk about what they do with their family and places they have been with their family.



	Guy Fawkes: compare and contrast character from stories, including figures from the past: looking at clothes.

I can talk about significant events in my own experience. 

I can recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends


	Talk about experiences at different points in the year (class calendar for each month

I know that dinosaurs lived long ago

Begin to find out about Mary Anning. 

Talk about different sources-link to History (primary and secondary) 

Visit from paleontologist  
	
	Seasides long ago – Magic Grandad compare and contrast past and present 


	Year 1
	Toys MEQ -Would my Great Grandparents play with toys like mine?
What are our favourite toys now? 
What was on Great Grandma and Grandad’s birthday list? 
Would my grandparents have bought toys over the internet when they were children? 
What do toys from the 1960s look like? 
Do you prefer toys from the 1960s or now? 
What would your birthday have been like without the internet or electricity?
Can you place these toys on a timeline?
	Guy Fawkes MEQ – Was Guy Fawkes a hero or a villain? 
Who ruled Britain in the early 1600’s and what was it like to live then?
Who were Protestants and Catholics?
What was the Gunpowder plot and who was involved?
What is treason and how did this play a part in the Gunpowder plot?
What is the real reason we celebrate Bonfire Night?
Why do we have fireworks?

	
	Culture
	Impact
	Impact
	Culture
	Empire

	Year 2
	The Plymouth Pilgrims MEQ – What is the story of the Mayflower? 
How do people travel from one country to another when there is an ocean/sea in the way?
How have boats changed over time?
Who was Christopher Columbus and why should we remember him?
Who were the Plymouth Pilgrims and what were their hopes?
What was life like on board the Mayflower?
What did the Plymouth Pilgrims find when they arrived?
How were the Wampanoag people important for the survival of the Pilgrims?
Were the Wampanoag people and the Plymouth Pilgrims friends?
	The Great Fire of London MEQ – Why was the Great Fire of London a significant event in British history?
When was the Great Fire of London?
How did the fire start?
Why did the fire spread so quickly?
Who was King Charles II and why did people listen to him?
What was it like to live in London at the time of the plague?
Who was Samuel Pepys and why is he famous today but not famous then?
How did they try to stop the fire?
How did things change after the Great Fire of London?
	Sea Rescue MEQ - Who is Grace Darling?
How does the lighthouse of Alexandra compare to Smeaton’s tower?
How have lighthouses changed over time?
Who was Grace Darling?
Why did Grace Darling act the way she did?
Did Grace Darling believe she carried out the brave rescue on her own?
How do we know about Grace Darling’s actions which happened so long ago?
How did sea rescue improve because of Grace Darling’s story?

	Year 3
	Relationship
	Movement
	Impact
	Culture
	Empire
	Culture
	Impact
	Impact
	Culture

	
	Stone Age to the Iron Age MEQ - What were the changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age?
Was Stone Age man simply a hunter and gatherer, concerned only with survival?
What did a day in the life of a Stone Age family look like and how can cave paintings help to tell us?
How different was life in the Stone Age when people started to farm?
What can we learn about life in the Stone Age from a study of Skara Brae?
Why is it so difficult to work out why Stonehenge was built?
How much did life really change during the Iron Age and how can we possibly know?
	Egyptians MEQ – SO you think you know about Ancient Egypt?
How can we discover what Ancient Egypt was like over 5000 years ago?
What secrets of Ancient Egypt are revealed by the pyramids?
What does the evidence tell us about everyday life for men, women and children?
What did the Ancient Egyptians believe about life after death and how do we know? 
What did Ancient Egypt have in common with other civilisations from that time? (Indus Valley, Sumer, Shang Dynasty)

	
	Civilisation
	Culture
	Impact
	Civilisation
	Culture
	Impact

	Year 4
	Romans MEQ – Why were the Romans so powerful and what did we learn from them?
What was life in Britain like before the Romans?
Why did Claudius want Britain?
Would you choose to take on the Roman army?
What did the Roman invasion look like on a map?
What was so special about Boudicca?
How were the Romans able to keep hold of such a vast empire?
Who was Hadrian and why did he build a wall?
How did a 400-year-old empire suddenly come to an end?
What have the Romans ever done for us?
	Greeks MEQ – How did the Greeks become modern-day heroes?
Where is Ancient Greece on a map?
When in time did the Ancient Greeks live?
What did the first ever Olympic games look like?
How have the Olympics changed over time?
What famous buildings were there in Ancient Greece?
What did democracy look like for the Ancient Greeks?
Can we learn anything from Greek myths and legends?
Why was religion an important part of Ancient Greek life?

	
	Civilisation
	Culture
	Empire
	Impact
	Relationship
	Movement
	Civilisation
	Culture
	Empire
	Impact

	Year 5
	Anglo Saxons and Vikings MEQ – Who were the Anglo Saxons?
RECAP – Who were the Romans and what did they do?
Why did the Anglo-Saxons invade and how can we possibly know where they settled?
What can I find out about Anglo-Saxon settlements?
What does the ‘mystery of the empty grave’ tell us about Saxon Britain?
How were the Saxons able to see off the Viking threat?
Just how great was King Alfred?
How did Christianity come to Britain and how do we know?
How have recent excavations changed our view of the Vikings?
	Islamic Civilisations MEQ – What legacy did the Golden Age of Islam leave us?
Why should we study the early Islamic civilisations in school today?
How was the Islamic civilisation able to spread so far, so quickly?
What can we learn about early Islamic civilisation from the way they set up the capital at Baghdad?
What was so special about Baghdad in its Golden Age?
Just how amazing was daily life for rich people in Islamic cities such as Baghdad and Cordoba?
Which of the early Islamic achievements has most impact on our lives today

	
	Civilisation
	Culture
	Empire
	Impact
	Relationship
	Movement
	Civilisation
	Culture
	Empire
	Impact
	Relationship
	Movement

	
	Slavery MEQ – Why should Britain be ashamed of slavery?
What was the slave trade and what was this like in Britain?
What was life like on board a transportation ship?
What were the slave auctions like and what role did Britain play in this?
What did it feel like to be a slave on the duties and plantations?
How did the cotton slave trade directly link to the industry in Britain?
How long did the slave trade last for and what were the significant turning points?
Has the slave trade ended? Is there such a thing as modern slavery?
	World War 2 MEQ – How did Great Britain stand firm against the German threat?
Why did Britain have to go to war in 1939?
Why was it necessary for children to be evacuated and what was evacuation really like?
How was Britain able to stand firm against the German threat?
How did the Nazis rise in power?
What atrocities were carried out in concentration camps?
Who was Anne Frank and why is her experience important?
What is a Holocaust memorial and why are they significant?
Why is it difficult to be sure what life on the Home Front was really like?
What is VE day?

	
	Culture
	Empire
	Impact
	Relationship
	Movement
	Culture
	Empire
	Impact
	Relationship
	Movement
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