
Manadon ‘Subject on a page’- September 2026													Subject:  History 
	
Curriculum Intent
Every child regardless of need or barrier will be given the opportunity to access a high-quality history education that will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups. It also helps children gain a sense of their own identity within a social, political, cultural and economic background.
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Voice behind the subject (How do we know?)
· Pupil voice/quotes
· Parent comments
· Teacher voice
· Book looks/monitoring
· Learning walks
· Learning walls and displays promoting building substantive knowledge.
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· The use of mixed ability groupings to support and guide pupils with developing their understanding.
· Providing examples of the types of outcomes that should be expected for most pupils.
· Providing more initial support with resourcing for an activity e.g., scaffolded sentences for explanation
· The use of Widgits to support the understanding of new language and concepts.
· Encourage sketching of ideas and spoken explanations which can be scribed.

	Curriculum Implementation
At Manadon Vale Primary School, we provide a comprehensive and engaging history curriculum that fosters a deep understanding of the past while nurturing our children’s curiosity and critical thinking skills. Our primary history curriculum is designed to incorporate an "Enquiry-Based Learning" approach, ensuring that substantive concepts run through the curriculum, building knowledge, and promoting a lifelong love for history.

The primary history curriculum focuses on substantive concepts that are fundamental to understanding the complexity and interconnectedness of historical events. These concepts are carefully integrated throughout the different year groups and topics, ensuring continuity and coherence in learning.

Teachers design lesson plans that encourage students to ask questions, investigate historical evidence, and draw conclusions. Enquiry-based activities, such as analysing primary sources and role-playing historical figures, are incorporated regularly. The history curriculum is integrated with other subjects, such as English, geography, and art, to reinforce substantive concepts and provide a holistic learning experience.

We organize educational field trips to historical sites and invite guest speakers, such as historians and experts, to enrich students' understanding of different historical periods. We leverage technology to provide students with access to a wide range of historical resources, virtual tours, and interactive learning experiences.

Curriculum Impact

At Manadon Vale, pupil voice demonstrates that children are confident and able to talk about what they have learnt in history using subject specific vocabulary. Children’s voice also demonstrates that pupils enjoy history and can recall their learning over time. Pupils’ work demonstrates that history is taught at an age-appropriate standard across each year group with opportunities planned in for pupils working at greater depth. Work is of good quality and demonstrates pupils are acquiring knowledge, skills and vocabulary in an appropriate sequence.
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	What are your key priorities? (Action Plan 2026-2027)

· To embed the regular use of concept maps throughout each history unit, revisiting and developing them within lessons to support retrieval, strengthen connections and help pupils know and remember more.
· To ensure that pupils are given meaningful and engaging opportunities to answer the Key Enquiry Question in full at the end of the lesson, demonstrating and applying the knowledge they have developed across the unit.
· To establish a whole-school Plymouth History Day, celebrating our rich local history and heritage, with the aim of developing this into an annual event at Manadon.
· To further embed key historical concepts across the school, ensuring that pupils understand how each history unit connects to our chosen concepts.
· To ensure that key historical vocabulary is explicitly taught and revisited, including through pre-teaching so that all pupils have the language needed to access and discuss their learning confidently.
· To ensure that key historical vocabulary and teaching approaches are appropriately adapted for pupils with SEND and those with speech, language and communication needs, removing barriers while maintaining ambitious expectations.



CPD

· Sharing CPD knowledge and resources with staff through INSET and staff meetings.
· Membership to The Historical Association
· Meeting with other History Leaders within Connect Academy Trust to share good practice and ideas.
· Provide and audit relevant resources to make sure history is taught effectively and efficiently.
· Good leadership and management.

	Provision for all
· High quality curriculum with planning and resources provided.
· Quality first teaching.
· Children have access to and use high quality resources.
· Children being actively involved in the lesson.
· Targeted questioning in lessons.
· Assessment for Learning techniques.
· Targeted planning to consolidate knowledge.
· Mixed ability and targeted grouping.
· Use of Widgits and reference sheets.
· Adaptive teaching.


Enrichment opportunities
Many of our children lack opportunities and experiences at home. We aim to improve their cultural capital through: 
· Topic related trips and visiting experts will enhance the learning experience (Kents Cavern, Plymouth Hoe,); 
· Access to topic boxes from The Box to provide exciting hooks into units of learning.
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What are your key priorities? (Action Plan 2026-2027)

Implement a revised English planning approach based on the BRQkWiEs
structure and sequence, ensuring that planning clearly identifies the
progression from reading and vocabulary development through to purposeful
writing.

To monitor and support the implementation of the Devon Education Services
Writing Progression Document, ensuring teachers are provided with
dedicated planning time to embed the progression effectively within their
curriculum planning and classroom practice.

Strengthen the teaching sequence from reading to writing, ensuring pupils are
explictly taught vocabulary, sentence structures, grammar, composition and
transcription before applying these independently.

Embed moderation, inputting data on Insight and the use of the Insight Cohort
Tracker to ensure that all teachers understand the analysis of their data and
an discuss this 3t Pupil Progress Meetings (PPMs) and SEND Reviews

Phase leaders to create termly phase lead reports and submit to stakeholders
to ensure phase leaders have oversight across all year groups in their phase
and track the assessment and progress the children are making

Targeted interventions for pivotal children crested in response to ongoing
assessments (within and outside of the school day- school staff and
addtional tutors).

Embed 2 positive culture throughout the entire school, making school a happy.
place to be where children feel they belong and want to attend every day.
Share reviewed behaviour policy with al staff, children and parent/carers,
making school expectations clear with a focus on building relationships.
Embed 2 positive culture throughout the entire school, making school 2 happy
place to be where children feel they belong and want to attend every day.
Share reviewed behaviour policy with allstaff, children and parent/carers,
making school expectations clear with a focus on building relationships.
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