
Beethoven’s Symphonies 

A Music Exploration program for middle school students 

Objective: Students will be able to familiarize themselves with and perform selected themes from 

Beethoven’s symphonies both individually and as a group. 

Materials Needed: Instrumental score for “Beethoven Symphony Themes”, instrumental parts for 

“Beethoven Symphony Themes,” recordings and/or video clips (available through this Dropbox link), 

Beethoven biography and activity sheet 

Lesson Outline 
Note that, due to the nature of instrumental performance classes and individual school site obligations, this outline 

needs to be implemented in the course of a teacher or instructor’s lessons. This curriculum is adaptable to be spread 

out over time or covered in the course of 1-2 standard class periods. 

• Review Beethoven’s biography and complete activity sheet

• Listen to/watch excerpts from the following symphonies:

o Symphony No. 1, movement 2

o Symphony No. 2, movement 3

o Symphony No. 3, movement 1

o Symphony No. 4, movement 2

o Symphony No. 5, movement 1

o Symphony No. 6, movement 5

o Symphony No. 7, movmenet 2

o Symphony No. 8, movement 1

o Symphony No. 9, movement 4 (Allegro assai)

• After exploring each theme, have students identify the theme on their individual part

• Introduce the theme with any of the following methods:

o Clapping the rhythm

o Singing the melody in solfege, note names, or numbers

o Silently buzz/perform fingerings only while listening

o Any method the teacher sees fit for their individual classes

• Teachers may want to break down the technical aspects, including time signatures, keys, scales,

articulations, and other elements

• Have students perform the themes together at first, then in different combinations of

instruements (families, pitch class, random, etc)

Music Exploration is funded through a grant provided by
the California Arts Council.



Assessment: Teachers can utilize two methods of assessment 

Individual/Performance Assessment 

Have students perform the theme(s) solo or in small pairs. Using standard SCSBOA ranking criteria, have the 

teacher, peers, or both provide feedback on technique, note accuracy, intonation, and rhythm. Repeat until each 

member of the ensemble has had a chance to perform. 

Ear-Training/Group Recognition Assessment 

After several themes have been learned, have students perform a known theme for the class (or for each other in 

small groups). Have students identify the theme performed. This can be expanded or modified to include 

recognition from a recording, rhythmic recognition from rhythmic performance only, having students sing melodies 

back, etc. Advanced students might be encouraged to change something about the theme while they perform and 

have their peers identify the change to reinforce the correctness of the original theme. 



Who was Ludwig van Beethoven?

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) grew up in Bonn, Germany, in a very unhappy home. He was

forced to practice the piano by his father, who would  punish him mercilessly when he made

mistakes. By the time he was twelve, he was earning a living for his family by playing piano and

composing. He was eventually known as the greatest pianist of his time. 

One of Beethoven's favorite foods was macaroni and cheese. He also loved strong coffee - exactly

60 coffee beans to one cup. Beethoven never married (he had a rather nasty temper), but in spite

of his unpleasant personality, Beethoven will be remembered forever for his music. His first two

symphonies are very much in the same style and form as those of composers that came before him,

most notably Franz Joseph Haydn, his teacher. 

But Beethoven's writing- as seen in his Symphony No. 3- went in new directions. Named Eroica

(Italian for "heroic"), his Symphony No. 3 was so different from the ones that had come before that it

changed music forever. Its originality and innovation even inspired others to change the way that

they composed. It was originally dedicated to Napoleon Bonaparte. But when Beethoven heard

that Napoleon had proclaimed himself Emperor, he went into a rage and destroyed the title page. 

Beethoven conducted the premiere of his Symphony No. 5 in C minor, Op. 67, in 1808 in Vienna,

and its opening four note motif may be the most recognizable motif in classical music today. His

sixth symphony added an extra movement, making 5 in total. Subtitled, “Pastorale,” this symphony

makes you think of wonderful and peaceful outdoor settings (with the occasional thunderstorm!). A

few years later, his Symphony No. 7 was an immediate success and was performed three times in

the 10 weeks following its premiere. 

Although Beethoven gradually became deaf and lost most of his hearing, he continued

composing. He composed many of the most famous musical works of all time, such as his Symphony

No. 9 after he had become totally deaf.

Symphony No. 9 is unique among Beethoven symphonies because, in addition to the orchestra,

Beethoven adds a choir and vocal soloists to sing a wonderful tune about friendship, brotherhood,

and being there for one another.

Funding for the Music Exploration program is provided by the California Arts Council
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ACROSSDOWN

1- The subtitle of Symphony No. 3

2- the type of ensemble to perform a

Beethoven symphony

3- Beethoven’s instrument

4- The subtitle of Symphony No. 6

5- The symphony with the most

movements

6- Beethoven’s health condition

7- The type of group added to the

orchestra in Symphony No. 9

8- Beethoven’s birth country

Kreuzworträtsel
That means “Crossword Puzzle” in German
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Theme from Symphony No. 6 "Pastorale" - Moderately         

   58             

  62   Theme from Symphony No. 7 mvt 2 - Allegretto       

   66          

  70     Theme from Symphony No. 8 mvt 1 - AllegroTheme from Symphony No. 8 mvt 1 - Allegro           

   74             

 78    Theme from Symphony No. 9 "Ode to Joy" - Moderato          

82               

86                 

90               
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







Piano




Theme from Symphony No. 1 mvt 2 - Andante cantabile con moto  
  

  
  

    
    

  
  

  
  

  
  










Piano

8 
  

Theme from Symphony No. 2 mvt 3 - Allegro  



  

  



  

  


  
  

  
  

 






  
  


Piano

17  
 

Theme from Symphony No. 3 "Eroica" - Allegro con brio 
 

  
  

 
 







Piano

22 
     

Theme from Symphony No. 4 mvt. 2 - Moderately 
     


     













Pno.

27 





 


  










Piano

32   
  

Theme from Symphony No. 5 - Allegro con brio




       


   

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


Pno.

37    


   



   

   


   





Pno.

42    



   

   



   

   





Pno.

47 
   

   
   















 
 

Pno.

52    
   









Piano

54   
Theme from Symphony No. 6 "Pastorale" - Moderately  

   
  









Pno.

58   
  

      







Piano

62   
  

Theme from Symphony No. 7 mvt 2 - Allegretto  
 

  
  

 
 
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







Pno.

66   
  

 
 

  
  

 
 






Piano

70     
    

Theme from Symphony No. 8 mvt 1 - AllegroTheme from Symphony No. 8 mvt 1 - Allegro  
  

     
     

  
  









Pno.

74     
    

 
 

   
   

 
 




Piano

78    
   

Theme from Symphony No. 9 "Ode to Joy" - Moderato   
   

   
   

  
  


Pno.

82    
   

   
   

   
   

  
  


Pno.

86    
   

    
    

    
    

  
  


Pno.

90    
   

   
   

   
   

  
  
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   Theme from Symphony No. 1 mvt 2 - Andante cantabile con moto                    

  8 Theme from Symphony No. 2 mvt 3 - Allegro                 

   17  Theme from Symphony No. 3 "Eroica" - Allegro con brio       

  22      
Theme from Symphony No. 4 mvt. 2 - Moderately             

    27        

 32   Theme from Symphony No. 5 - Allegro con brio      

37        

42           

47           

  52     

Beethoven Symphony Themes
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  54   
Theme from Symphony No. 6 "Pastorale" - Moderately         

   58             

   62   Theme from Symphony No. 7 mvt 2 - Allegretto       

     66          

  70     Theme from Symphony No. 8 mvt 1 - AllegroTheme from Symphony No. 8 mvt 1 - Allegro           

   74             

  78    Theme from Symphony No. 9 "Ode to Joy" - Moderato          

 82               

 86                 

 90               
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   Theme from Symphony No. 1 mvt 2 - Andante cantabile con moto                    

  8   Theme from Symphony No. 2 mvt 3 - Allegro               

     17  Theme from Symphony No. 3 "Eroica" - Allegro con brio       
 22 Theme from Symphony No. 4 mvt. 2 - Moderately    

  27        

  32   Theme from Symphony No. 5 - Allegro con brio

      

 37        

 42           

 47           

    52     
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  54   
Theme from Symphony No. 6 "Pastorale" - Moderately         

   58             

  62   Theme from Symphony No. 7 mvt 2 - Allegretto       

   66          

  70     Theme from Symphony No. 8 mvt 1 - AllegroTheme from Symphony No. 8 mvt 1 - Allegro           

   74             

 78    Theme from Symphony No. 9 "Ode to Joy" - Moderato          

82               

86                 
90               
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   
Theme from Symphony No. 1 mvt 2 - Andante cantabile con moto

                    
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