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This Iconic California Mountain Town Is Back and
Bigger Than Ever—5 Reasons to Go Now

After punishing storms, San Bernardino Mountain towns like Big Bear are rebounding with locally owned offerings for mountain seekers.
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T he mountains are calling, and now is absolutely the time to go. The

towns in the San Bernardino Mountains—including Big Bear,

Arrowhead, and the surrounding areas—have always been iconic mountain

escapes, especially for Angelenos looking to retreat from the rat race. But

this winter, it’s even more apropos to retreat to the region, as hospitality pros

are rebounding from a punishing storm season in 2022. From boutique

hotels and bespoke homegoods to grocers with local sundries and a bottle

shop, here are some of the spots to visit on your winter trip.
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Littlebear Bottleshop
Nathan Hazard’s cocktail-focused pop-up has evolved into a specialty shop

in the mountain town of Skyforest, where you’ll find mindfully sourced

spirits, beer, and alpine wines from around the globe that are simpatico with

the shop’s surroundings. The cozy and welcoming space, which was once the

local firehouse, has continued to be a center for community, as Hazard was a

vocal activist for disaster relief during the recent storms.
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Hotel Marina Riviera
Originally built in 1968, this Viking-inspired lodge sits right on the edge of

Big Bear Lake, and has been mindfully restored by the Casetta Group, who

also redid the charming Casa Cody in Palm Springs, to integrate the warmth

and coziness of a classic ski lodge. It’s located just a quick five-minute walk

from town, and there will also be a restaurant and bar opening on the

property in the months to come.
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