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MAY 2026 NEWSLETTER 

A Message from the Executive Director: Community Visits, 

Reflections, and Upcoming Initiatives at OFNEDA 

Wachay OFNEDA Community, 

Spring has arrived, bringing longer days, fresh momentum, and a renewed sense of 

energy across our communities. As the season shifts, it's a meaningful time to reflect 

on growth, connection, and the continued work we are doing together to support 

economic development across First Nations. I hope you are finding time to enjoy this 

change in season and all it represents. 

I am pleased to invite you to the 15th Anniversary Celebration of the First Nations 

Economic Advancement Conference, taking place at the Pearson Convention Centre 

from September 14-17, 2026, as we celebrate our crystal anniversary. This year's 

theme, "Walking Forward Together: Seizing Economic Opportunity," reflects 15 years 

of collaboration, capacity building, and training with Economic Development Officers, 

entrepreneurs, community leaders, and partners across Ontario. 

We will be sharing additional details soon, including speaker announcements, 

entertainment, hotel and travel information, and the full conference agenda. The event 

will also feature an Indigenous fashion showcase with Stacey Mitchell Designs, along 

with other designers, and a special gala performance by Crystal Shawanda. 

We are also opening advertising space in our upcoming digital newsletter, creating new 

opportunities for members and partners to highlight their work. A media kit will be 

shared shortly. 

This past month included coffee meet-ups, two Entrepreneurship Committee trainings, 

a Membership 101 session, and a webinar on community capacity funding. Our EDAC 

and TAED training programs continue to move forward successfully, and our EDO and 

Entrepreneurship Connections initiative continues to grow as a valuable space for 

monthly collaboration and peer learning. 

We are also pleased to welcome our new Vice Chair, Cheryl St. James of Fort 

William First Nation, and Tiana Wabegijig-Jourdain of Atikameksheng Anishnawbek 

First Nation, serving as Chapter 3 board member. 
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supports needed going forward. During this visit, we will review the toolkits currently in 

development and deliver in-person training focused on marketing, Al, and Excel, 

alongside targeted discussions to ensure our resources reflect community needs and 

priorities. 

We sincerely thank you for your continued commitment to advancing economic 

development across our communities. The work being done collectively continues to 

create real impact, and we look forward to building on this momentum as we move 

toward our 15th anniversary celebration together. 

Meegwetch, 

Peggy Domingue 

Executive Director, OFNEDA 

#FNEAC2026 

First Nations Economic 

Advancement Conference 
WALKING FORWARD TOGETHER - SEIZING ECONOMIC 

OPPORTUNITY 

September 14-17, 2026 

Pearson Convention Centre 

2638 Steeles Ave E, Brampton, ON L6T 4L7 

For 15 years, the Ontario First Nations Economic Developers 

Association (OFNEDA) has driven First Nations economic growth 
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The 15th anniversary of the First Nations Economic Advancement Conference (FNEAC) 

marks a defining moment in collaboration, resilience, and economic leadership, setting 

the foundation for the next generation of First Nations prosperity and opportunity. 

Attendees can expect a comprehensive experience that includes a dedicated exhibitor 

area, interactive workshops, plenary and breakout sessions, and curated networking 

opportunities designed to foster meaningful connections. 

The program will also feature an Indigenous fashion show during gala dinner and 

awards celebration recognizing excellence in First Nations economic development, 

along with optional tour experiences that showcase local initiatives, 

partnerships, and success stories. 

Onsite registration will open on September 14. 

The opening begins at 1 o'clock on Monday, featuring our dignitaries, opening remarks, 

and a keynote you will not want to miss. The day concludes with an evening reception 

that sets the stage for relationship-building and collaboration. 

Over the following days, participants will take part in insightful discussions, knowledge 

sharing, and strategic networking, all designed to support long-term partnerships and 

advance economic opportunities across First Nations communities. 

Sponsorship, Trade Show Booths, and 

Event Inquiries please contact: 

Tessa Lavoie, Event Coordinator at events@ofneda.ca 

Reema Chopra, Marketing & Training Director at marketingdirector@ofneda.ca 

Have questions about the conference? 

Find your answers here. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CONFERENCE 



Elevate your brand visibility among First Nations communities, leaders, 

and key decision-makers across Canada. 

Connect directly with 400+ engaged attendees to build relationships, 

generate qualified leads, and expand your network. 

Showcase your products and services to a targeted audience and position your 

organization as a trusted partner in First Nations economic development. 

EXPLORE SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS 

Jordan Hatton, 

Director of Economic Development 

Bingwi Neyaashi Anishinaabek (Sand 

Point First Nation) 

HEAR WHAT OUR 

PAST ATTENDEES 

HAVE TO SAY 
OFNEDA's annual conference is an 

important gathering for First Nation 

leadership, Economic Development 

Officers, and youth. It creates space to 

celebrate Indigenous economic 

development success stories and to learn 

from one another through shared 

experience and best practices. The 

conference also brings together regions 

from across the province, helping us 

understand the diverse issues and 

opportunities shaping Indigenous 

economic development in Ontario. 

Congratulations to OFNEDA on its 15th 

annual conference! 

First Nations Community Highlights 
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Regional meetings are intended for First Nations Economic 

Development Officers, but they are also open to 

First Nations entrepreneurs, Chief and Council, or a 

designated representative from the First Nation. 

Our Regional Meetings are small gatherings where we meet with First Nations in the hosting 

area to hear community priorities, challenges, and opportunities. These sessions help us 

share OFNEDA programs and resources while ensuring each community feels informed and 

supported. You will have the chance to connect with Ryan Moore, Reema Chopra, and other 

team members, and your input will help guide the development of upcoming toolkits. 

Breakfast, snacks and lunch is included. 

Regional Engagement Forum - Rama 
June 25, 8 AM - 4:30 PM 

Casino Rama Resort, 5899 Rama Rd, Orillia, ON L3V 6H6 I 1 800-832-7529 

RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR RAMA 

Regional Engagement Forum -
Thunder Bay 

Thursday, July 7 I 8 AM - 4:30 PM 

Best Western Plus NorWester Hotel & Conference Centre 

2080 Highway #61, Thunder Bay, ON, P7J 1B8, Canada 

RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR THUNDER BAY 

Did you miss our Community 
Capacity Funding LIVE webinar? 

No problem. Log in to your OFNEDA membership 

dashboard to watch the recording now. 

WATCH THE RECORDING NOW 














