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The Maryland Jockey Club has reached 
a new six-year media rights agreement with 
NBC Sports that will provide signi!cantly ex-
panded national exposure for the Preakness 
Stakes and Black-Eyed Susan Stakes begin-
ning in 2027.

The agreement will keep the Preakness 
on NBC through 2032, aligning its expiration 
with NBC’s current media rights agreement 
for the Kentucky Derby. It also provides Mary-
land racing with substantial revenue growth, 
greater exposure for the Black-Eyed Susan 
and an opportunity to transform Preakness 
weekend into an expanded four-day racing 
and entertainment festival.

Beginning in 2027, the Preakness will 
move one weekend later on the calendar and 
will be contested twenty-two days after the 
Kentucky Derby. The Black-Eyed Susan will 
move from Friday to Saturday, followed by 
the Preakness on Sunday.

Four of the six Preaknesses covered by 
the agreement will be conducted over Me-
morial Day weekend, creating additional op-
portunities to attract visitors to Baltimore and 
establish Preakness weekend as a major des-
tination event.

TMJC, NBC REACH  
SIX-YEAR PREAKNESS 

MEDIA RIGHTS AGREEMENT

MTHA  
Prepares 
For Board 
Election

The Maryland Thoroughbred Horse-
men’s Association Board of Directors began 
preparations July 29 for the triennial board 
election scheduled for December 2026.

The Board unanimously authorized 
President Katharine M. Voss to identify !ve 
(5) MTHA members to serve on the Nomi-
nating Committee, subject to appointment 
by the Board in accordance with the As-
sociation’s bylaws.

The Board expects to formally appoint 
the Nominating Committee in September. 
The Committee will consider all members 
eligible for election and, within 10 days 
of its appointment, submit a report to the 
Board recommending nominees. Work on 
candidate pro!les for the election booklet 
will begin in early October after the nomi-
nees are !nalized.

A special meeting of the membership 
will be held in October. At that meeting, the 
Nominating Committee’s report will be an-
nounced, and additional nominations may 
be submitted from the "oor or in writing 
in accordance with the requirements of the 
bylaws. The Board also will announce the 
approved election procedures.

The election booklet is scheduled to 
be !nalized by November 17. Ballots and 
printed election booklets will be mailed 
December 1, and each ballot will include a 
QR code providing electronic access to the 
booklet. The mailing also will include the 
ballot and return envelopes required by the 
bylaws. Completed ballots must be received 
by the close of business on December 31.

IntelliScan, the independent third-party 
election services company that MTHA has 
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The revised schedule will allow the 
Maryland Jockey Club to expand Preakness 
weekend to four days of racing, beginning 
Thursday and continuing through Sunday. 
Moving the Black-Eyed Susan and Preakness 
to Saturday and Sunday opens Friday for 
world-class racing, entertainment, hospitality 
and community programming, creating new 
opportunities to build momentum through-
out the entire weekend.

NBC Sports conducted extensive research 
and audience analysis before !nalizing the 
agreement and believes the Preakness can 
generate stronger television ratings in its new 
Sunday time slot. The additional week be-
tween the Kentucky Derby and Preakness is 
also expected to make participation more at-
tractive to horsemen by providing horses with 
more recovery and preparation time between 
the !rst two races of the Triple Crown.

NBC provided signi!cant additional an-
nual rights fees as an incentive to move the 
Black-Eyed Susan and Preakness to Saturday 
and Sunday and was negotiated with the as-



Maryland’s plan to strengthen the state’s 
Thoroughbred racing industry took another ma-
jor step in early July when the Board of Public 
Works approved the Maryland Stadium Author-
ity’s $48.5 million purchase of Laurel Park from 
1/ST Racing.

The state plans to retain Laurel Park as a 
long-term training center, with the Stadium Au-
thority overseeing redevelopment of the stable 
area and its approximately 1,200 stalls. The de-
cision followed an evaluation that determined 
the previously proposed Shamrock Farm site 
was not the most practical or cost-effective op-
tion. Using Laurel’s existing infrastructure is ex-
pected to save about $50 million in construction 
costs while minimizing disruption for horsemen 
and the thousands of horses that train there.

Because the redeveloped Pimlico Race 
Course will have only ship-in barns, the MTHA 
emphasized that preserving Laurel as a training 
center will provide stability for owners, trainers, 
backstretch workers, breeders, and businesses 
that depend on Maryland racing.

Maryland Jockey Club President and Gen-
eral Manager Bill Knauf told the MTHA Board 
July 29 that construction of a new stakes barn 
at Pimlico was underway and that other barns 
had been completed. “The backstretch is look-
ing pretty good,” he said.

For the 2027 Preakness Stakes at Pimlico, 
Knauf said many of the temporary guest facili-
ties will be located in the in!eld. A horsemen’s 
hospitality structure is planned near the pad-
dock and walking ring.

Election, Continued

Media Rights, Continued

Laurel Park  
Purchase Advances  
Maryland Racing  
Long-Term Plan

engaged to conduct the election, expects to an-
nounce the results by early January.

To be eligible to run for an owner-only 
seat, the owner-only candidate must hold an 
ownership interest in one or more horses that 
collectively have made at least !ve (5) starts 
at a Maryland track licensed to conduct Thor-
oughbred racing during the 365 days immedi-
ately preceding the close of nominations.

To be eligible to run for a trainer seat, the 
trainer candidate must satisfy at least one of 
the following requirements during that same 
365-day period:

At least 50% of the candidate’s starts were 
made at a Maryland track licensed to conduct 
Thoroughbred racing; or

The candidate accumulated at least thirty 
(30) starts at a Maryland track licensed to con-
duct Thoroughbred racing.

sistance of experienced sports media advi-
sors.

NBC remains the clear national leader 
in Thoroughbred racing coverage. Its portfo-
lio includes the Kentucky Derby, Preakness 
Stakes, Breeders’ Cup World Champion-
ships, Royal Ascot and Pegasus World Cup.

The continued partnership is particu-
larly valuable because NBC also broadcasts 
the Kentucky Derby. 

“This agreement demonstrates the tre-
mendous value of the Preakness and the 
con!dence NBC has in the future of Mary-
land racing,” MTHA Executive Director 
David Richardson said. “Having the same 
network televise the Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness is enormously bene!cial. In 
many respects, NBC’s entire Derby broad-
cast becomes a national commercial for the 
Preakness, allowing storylines and excite-
ment to build continuously from Louisville 
to Baltimore. Combined with the additional 
week between the races, the return to a re-
developed Pimlico and an expanded four-
day weekend, this creates an extraordinary 
opportunity to elevate the Preakness and 
Maryland racing.”

The agreement also re"ects the continu-
ing evolution of sports media consumption. 
Coverage will extend beyond traditional net-
work television through Peacock and digital 
television platforms such as YouTube TV, al-
lowing the Preakness and Black-Eyed Susan 
to reach viewers across multiple platforms.

A major component of the agreement is 
NBC’s enhanced commitment to the Black-
Eyed Susan. Saturday’s coverage will include 
at least four hours on Peacock, along with a 
dedicated one-hour broadcast on the nation-
al NBC network. The expanded exposure 
will strengthen the pro!le of the historic 
race for three-year-old !llies and support 
the Maryland Jockey Club’s long-term goal 
of elevating the Black-Eyed Susan to Grade 
1 status.

The new NBC agreement follows a 
transformational July for Maryland racing, 
during which the State of Maryland closed 
on the purchase of Laurel Park and acquired 

the intellectual property rights associated 
with the Preakness Stakes and Black-Eyed 
Susan Stakes.

Laurel Park will remain a critical part of 
Maryland’s racing infrastructure by serving 
as the state’s principal Thoroughbred train-
ing facility. State ownership of the Preakness 
and Black-Eyed Susan intellectual property 
also ensures that two of Maryland’s most 
historic and valuable sporting assets will re-
main under Maryland’s control.

These accomplishments, together with 
the redevelopment of Pimlico Race Course 
and the new NBC agreement, are central 
components of a long-term plan to create a 
more stable and sustainable future for Mary-
land racing.

Governor Wes Moore’s leadership has 
been instrumental in bringing the State, the 
Maryland Jockey Club, the Maryland Thor-
oughbred Horsemen’s Association and other 
industry stakeholders together behind that 
shared vision.

“Governor Moore has demonstrated 
an unwavering commitment to protecting 
the Preakness and building a sustainable 
future for Maryland’s Thoroughbred indus-
try,” remarked MTHA President Katharine 
M. Voss. “The State’s acquisition of Laurel 
Park and the Preakness intellectual prop-
erty, the redevelopment of Pimlico and now 
this landmark agreement with NBC would 
not have been possible without his leader-
ship. Together, these generational accom-
plishments provide the foundation for an 
expanded four-day Preakness festival, give 
Maryland ownership of its racing future and 
provide our horsemen, breeders and racing 
fans with renewed con!dence in the road 
ahead.”

The new media rights agreement arrives 
at a pivotal time for Maryland racing. The 
Preakness is scheduled to return to a com-
pletely redeveloped Pimlico Race Course 
in 2027, providing an opportunity to intro-
duce the new facility to a national audience 
through an expanded weekend of racing 
and entertainment.



Acquisition Of Preakness 
Intellectual Property  

Finalized
The Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s 

Association (MTHA) applauds the State of Mary-
land’s successful acquisition of the intellectual 
property rights to the Preakness Stakes, mark-
ing another historic milestone in securing the 
future of Maryland Thoroughbred racing.

With the completion of the $85 million pur-
chase today from 1/ST Racing, ownership of 
the Preakness Stakes name and related trade-
marks now of!cially resides with the State of 
Maryland, ensuring that the second jewel of 
the Triple Crown remains !rmly rooted where 
it belongs for generations to 
come.

The acquisition follows 
the State’s decision earlier 
this summer to exercise its 
right of !rst refusal after 
an outside offer was made 
to purchase the Preakness 
brand. Together with the 
State’s acquisition of Laurel 
Park and the ongoing rede-
velopment of Pimlico Race 
Course, the transaction rep-
resents another major step 
in the transformation of 
Maryland’s racing industry 
under the vision established 
through the Governor Wes 
Moore’s of!ce, the State leg-
islature and the Maryland 
Jockey Club.

“This is an investment 
not only in one race, but in 
the future of Maryland Thor-
oughbred racing,” said Gov-
ernor Wes Moore. “The Preakness Stakes is a 
cornerstone of Maryland’s history, culture, and 
economy, and our administration is committed 
to preserving Maryland’s place as a leader in the 
Triple Crown for generations to come.”

For Maryland’s horsemen, breeders, owners, 
trainers, jockeys, and countless industry partici-
pants, the acquisition provides long-term certainty 
that the State’s signature racing event will contin-
ue to serve as the centerpiece of Maryland racing 
while supporting thousands of jobs and generat-
ing signi!cant economic activity.

The Maryland Jockey Club, established as 
the nonpro!t operator of live Thoroughbred rac-
ing in Maryland, will continue working along-
side the MTHA, the Maryland Horse Breeders 
Association, TMJC, MEDCO, state leaders, and 
the broader racing community to build a sus-
tainable future for the sport.

“The completion of this acquisition re"ects 
what can be accomplished when the State and in-
dustry stakeholders work together toward a com-
mon goal,” said MTHA Executive Director David 
Richardson. “For decades, Maryland’s horsemen 
have recognized the importance of preserving the 
Preakness and strengthening our racing industry. 
Today’s announcement provides long-term secu-
rity for one of the most recognizable brands in 
sports and creates a solid foundation as we con-
tinue rebuilding Maryland racing.”

The purchase is being !nanced through 
bonds issued by the Mary-
land Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDCO), with 
the Maryland Jockey Club 
making annual payments 
over the next 30 years.

The acquisition comple-
ments the State’s ongoing 
investment in Maryland’s 
racing infrastructure. Lau-
rel Park will transition into 
the State’s primary Thor-
oughbred training center, 
while construction continues 
on the new Pimlico Race 
Course. Together, these proj-
ects represent more than a 
half-billion-dollar investment 
in the future of Maryland 
racing.

The 2027 Preakness 
Stakes is expected to be con-
ducted at the redeveloped 
Pimlico Race Course using 
temporary spectator facilities 

while construction progresses, with the perma-
nent venue anticipated to be completed in 2028.

Maryland Jockey Club President Bill Knauf 
emphasized the signi!cance of bringing all of 
the State’s premier racing assets together under 
public ownership.

“With all assets now residing with the State, 
we will work closely with the Maryland, Bal-
timore, and Park Heights business communi-
ties to showcase the Preakness on the national 
stage,” Knauf said.

As Maryland continues this unprecedented 
transformation of its Thoroughbred industry, the 
acquisition of the Preakness intellectual property 
represents another critical step toward ensuring 
that one of the world’s most celebrated horse rac-
es remains an enduring source of pride for Mary-
land while supporting a vibrant and sustainable 
racing industry for generations to come.

Online applications are being accept-
ed for the Ferris Allen Bootstraps Scholar-
ship, which supports individuals working 
in Maryland’s Thoroughbred racing com-
munity who want to further their educa-
tion.

One recipient will receive a $10,000 
scholarship following a thorough review 
of the applications. The deadline to apply 
is September 15. Applications may be sub-
mitted at ferrisallenscholarship.com.

Eligible applicants must have worked 
on the backstretch at Laurel Park or Pim-
lico Race Course, or in a related support 
role within Maryland racing, during the 
past three years.

Applicants also must be enrolled or 
planning to enroll in a four-year college 
or university beginning in fall 2026 or 
shortly thereafter. The scholarship funds 
are intended to assist the recipient with 
college-related expenses.

The Maryland Thoroughbred Horse-
men’s Association established the scholar-
ship program in 2023 with funding from 
longtime Laurel Park-based trainer Fer-
ris Allen, who also serves on the MTHA 
Board of Directors.

“I believe our industry must do more 
to offer real and lasting educational sup-
port to members of our backstretch com-
munity,” Allen said. “This program selects 
one exceptional candidate each year and 
provides meaningful !nancial assistance 
to help that individual pursue their goals 
and aspirations. We encourage everyone 

in the racing community to spread 
the word and support applicants.”

Since the scholarship was 
established in 2023, four re-
cipients—including two se-

lected in 2024—have received 
awards. All four have enrolled 
in college programs.

Bootstraps 
Scholarship 
Apps Open



Board of Directors
Katharine M. Voss, President 

Linda S. Gaudet, Vice President
Timothy L. Keefe, Vice President

Michael F. Horning, Treasurer
A. Ferris Allen, III

R. Thomas Bowman
Lacey A. Gaudet
David Hayden
JoAnn Hayden

H. Graham Motion
Joseph P. Pons, Jr. 

Charles J. Reed
Brittany T. Russell

Michael J. Trombetta
David H. Wade

MTHA GOLF  
TOURNAMENT
TUESDAY, SEPT 29 AT NOON

Call Dan to Register 410-802-5798

WALDEN COUNTRY CLUB 

$65 PER PERSON         CASH PRIZES

FREE TRIP FOR  
BACKSTRETCH 

WORKERS
AUGUST 31 AT NOON

STAY INFORMED ABOUT YOUR INDUSTRY

SUBSCRIBE AT MDHORSEMEN.COM


