
News-Gazette - 09/03/2025 Page : A01

September 9, 2025 6:27 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

© 2025 The News-Gazette

83°
Weather, A-10

INSIDE
Carolyn Hax  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .B-7
Classifieds .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .B-9-10
Comics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .B-8

Daybook  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .A-2
Food  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .B-7
Horoscope  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .B-9
Lotteries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .A-2
Nation/World  .  .  .  .  .  .  . A-3-4

Obituaries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .A-6
Opinions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .A-9
Our Communities  .  .  . A-5-8
Puzzles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . B-7-8
Sports  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . B-1-6

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@newsgazette @news_gazette

@news_gazette @news-gazette

Champaign-Urbana, Danville and East Central Illinois

10-TIME ILLINOIS PRESS ASSOCIATION NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

$4.50
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMbER 3, 2025 bREAKING NEWS AT NEWS-GAZETTE.COM Year 174, No . 27

Premium edition

DOWNLOAD
OUR APP!

Meet our Farm Family of the Week,
the Wendlings of rural Sidney — A-5

By JANA WIERSEMA
jwiersema@news-gazette.com
and ROB LE CATES
rlecates@news-gazette.com

CHAMPAIGN — A popular
downtown restaurant will be
closed indefinitely following a
Tuesday fire caused by a smoker.

Pedro Heller, co-owner of

Black Dog Smoke & Ale House,
said no one was hurt, but the
restaurant will be closed for the
time being as the equipment is
assessed. He was unable to es-
timate when the business might
reopen.

When asked how much dam-
age was done, Heller said: “Just
the back part above the smoker,
and it’s just a small area with no
roof. There’s no smoke damage
inside, and it was all outside. A

little bit of water inside, that’s
about it.”

A fire on the north side of the
roof, which crews were quick
to extinguish, cleared out the
restaurant shortly after the
lunch rush Tuesday.

Customers were evacuat-
ed from the building at 320 N.
Chestnut St. after a report of a
fire shortly before 1 p.m.

BLACK DOG SMOKE & ALE HOUSE

Champaign restaurant closed
indefinitely by equipment fire
Smoke damage was
contained to outside

Provided

Fire crews work Tuesday on the north end of Black Dog
Smoke & Ale House in downtown Champaign, after one of
its smokers caused a small fire . Customers and staff were
quickly evacuated from the building once it was spotted .

What’s been a trying past
year will take a celebratory
turn on Sept . 20, when the CU
Immigration Forum honors the
12th annual class of Immi-
grant Welcome Awards winners . Between now and then,
we’ll tell the stories of the six individuals and organizations
who’ll share the spotlight . Here’s your first look at this year’s
honorees, including insights from their nominators:

BUSINESS LEADERSHIP
La Paloma Mexican Delicacies

The three-food-
truck business
co-owned by Irene
Macedo Hernández
and Gerardo Serrano
Rangel regularly
helps schools,
nonprofits and
other organizations
by “meeting their
budgets” — lowering
prices, waiving service
fees, donating food,
sponsoring teams
and being ”communi-
ty boosters .”

CLAIRE SZOKE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
Tam Thi Dang Wei

“A most remarkable and special person,” her nominator
wrote of the 99-year-old former director of the Champaign
school district’s Bilingual Education Center, who grew up
in Vietnam, moved to C-U in the 1950s, headed up the
UI’s Child Development Lab and was part of the team that
founded what’s now known as The Refugee Center .

COMMUNITY IMPACT
Amnesty International

One example of the UI chapter going above and be-
yond for immigrants: its hosting of fundraising events to
support the I-HOPE Scholarship for undocumented stu-
dents on campus . The group also partners up with other
student organizations, including I-CAUSE, in supporting
community immigrants .

EMERGENT LEADER
María Jiménez

An immigrant herself, the new executive director of
Immigrant Services of Champaign-Urbana “inspires and
empowers,” working actively to “challenge the systemic
obstacles that exist and confront injustice, engaging com-
munity members to work alongside her to create a kinder,
more just community .”

IMMIGRANT LEADERSHIP
Ishtiaq Khan

Fluent in four languages, he has worked with The Refugee
Center, led peace circles at the Central Illinois Mosque and
Islamic Center and served as a “vital resource” for newcom-
ers, particularly Afghans, “providing guidance, translation and
support across hospitals, courts, schools and public offices .”

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Maria Emilia Marcerò

The UI senior, who has served the past three years as an
undocumented-student mentor, heads up the Illinois Coali-
tion Assisting Undocumented Students Education (I-CAUSE)
and has been “tireless in her advocacy for the unique needs
of undocumented and ‘DACA-mented’ students .”

— JEFF D’ALESSIO

IMMIGRANT WELCOME AWARDS

Six to be honored
for welcoming ways
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Irene Macedo Hernandez talks
to a customer at one of three
La Paloma food trucks .

TOP DOGGY
Please see BLACK DOG, A-10

By CAROLYN
MAILLE-PETERSEN
news@news-gazette.com

URBANA — Marel Hi-
dalgo was first inspired
to pick up an instrument
at the tender age of 4 af-
ter seeing a cartoon dog
playing the guitar on
PBS Kids.

Soon after, he began
taking guitar lessons
at a local music store
after proving that he
could place his small fin-

gers on the proper frets
and pay attention well
enough to take instruc-
tion. Less than two years
later, he made his pro-
fessional debut.

Now 17, his resume in-
cludes performances at
the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame in Cleveland, Jazz
at Lincoln Center in New
York City, the Sunset-
Sunside Jazz Club in

ELLNORA: THE GUITAR FESTIVAL

Young musician to
get the party started

Provided

17-year-old guitarist Marel Hidalgo and his jazz
quartet are among the opening-night performers
Thursday at this year’s Ellnora: The Guitar Festival at
Krannert Center for the Performing Arts .Please see ELLNORA, A-10
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Vice President of News Jim Rossow gets down low Tuesday to shoot video of
Barbara Craddock of Why Fuss Obedience and Training of Rantoul kissing her
emotional-support dog, Bubba, at The News-Gazette’s 2025 People’s Choice

awards banquet at Riggs Beer Co . in Urbana . The event feted the public’s picks
for best area businesses in hundreds of categories, from restaurants to repair

shops . More photos from Tuesday’s banquet, A-7. INSIDE: Our 80-page
magazine with the full list of winners in every category.


