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Why did God create it? 
How has sin distorted it? 

Where is Jesus redeeming it? 
What will it be like?
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Genesis 1v27-28 
27 So God created mankind in his own image,  
in the image of God he created them;  
male and female he created them.  
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over 
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every 
living creature that moves on the ground.” 
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Genesis 2v15 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.



Genesis 2v10-14 
10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from 
there it was separated into four headwaters. 11 The 
name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the 
entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 (The gold 
of that land is good; aromatic resin  and onyx are also 
there.) 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it 
winds through the entire land of Cush. 14 The name of 
the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of 
Ashur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 



Andy Crouch (The Tech-Wise Family) 
“Work is the fruitful transformation of the world through 
human effort and skill, in ways that serve our shared 
human needs and give glory to God.”



Ephesians 2v10 
10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do. 
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Genesis 3v16-19 
16 To the woman he said,  
“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;  
with painful labor you will give birth to children.  
Your desire will be for your husband,  
and he will rule over you.” 



Genesis 3v16-19 
17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife 
and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded 
you, ‘You must not eat from it,’  
“Cursed is the ground because of you;  
through painful toil you will eat food from it  
all the days of your life. 



Genesis 3v16-19 
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,  
and you will eat the plants of the field.  
19 By the sweat of your brow  
you will eat your food  
until you return to the ground,  
since from it you were taken;  
for dust you are  
and to dust you will return.” 



TOIL 
FUTILITY 

IDOLATRY



Ecclesiastes 1v2 
2 “Meaningless! Meaningless!”  
says the Teacher.  
“Utterly meaningless!  
Everything is meaningless.” 
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Genesis 11v1-4 
1 Now the whole world had one language and a common 
speech. 2 As people moved eastward, they found a plain 
in Shinar  and settled there. 3 They said to each other, 
“Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” 
They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 
4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, 
with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we 
may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be 
scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 
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Matthew 28v18-20 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” 



Ephesians 6v7 
7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, 
not people…



Brother Lawrence (The Practice of the Presence of God) 
“…we ought not to be weary of doing little things for the love 
of God, who regards not the greatness of the work, but the 
love with which it is performed.”



Colossians 3v17 
17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him. 
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EVACUATION 



EVACUATION 
RESURRECTION



1 Corinthians 15v58 
58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. 
Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor 
in the Lord is not in vain. 



Miroslav Volf 
“The noble products of human ingenuity, whatever is 
beautiful, true and good in human cultures, will be 
cleansed from impurity, perfected, and transfigured to 
become a part of God’s new creation. They will form the 
‘building materials,’ from which the glorified world will be 
made.”
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Frederick Buechner 
“The place God calls you to is the place where your 
deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet.”



What do you love? 
What are you good (and bad) at? 
What does your world need? 
Does it make the world a more Garden-like place? 
What are the open doors in your life? 
What is God blessing? 
What are people who know you saying? 
What’s the Spirit stirring in your heart?
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