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My thesis will be titled The Mis-identification of the Black Body showcasing the black My thesis will be titled The Mis-identification of the Black Body showcasing the black 
body is meant to be loved and appreciated, not misidentified and harmed.body is meant to be loved and appreciated, not misidentified and harmed.

In times like today, we see a big in people fighting for equality for the black culture. In times like today, we see a big in people fighting for equality for the black culture. 
There have been a wide range of black men and women who have been killed for There have been a wide range of black men and women who have been killed for 
the color of their skin because they are seen as different or not worthy. This matter the color of their skin because they are seen as different or not worthy. This matter 
is at an all time high but it isn’t something that is new. This topic is important to see is at an all time high but it isn’t something that is new. This topic is important to see 
the history of so much hatred racism, and discrimination geared towards black. the history of so much hatred racism, and discrimination geared towards black. 
How a system that benefits a specific culture has caused a lot of turmoil for black How a system that benefits a specific culture has caused a lot of turmoil for black 
people of all ages. But how white culture benefits from the culture and ideas of people of all ages. But how white culture benefits from the culture and ideas of 
black culture.black culture.

Title

Context

How might we identify and fight against the problem that causes black men and How might we identify and fight against the problem that causes black men and 
women to continue to be seen as the lesser, leading to a future that black people of women to continue to be seen as the lesser, leading to a future that black people of 
all generations will be live freely amongst their counterparts?all generations will be live freely amongst their counterparts?

Problem Identification
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Lisa Abendroth, as my thesis professor and assistant to my project. Lisa Abendroth, as my thesis professor and assistant to my project. 

My classmates, who will be observing my project process and My classmates, who will be observing my project process and 
offering feedback. offering feedback. 

Black men and women who will be able to discuss their personal experiences with Black men and women who will be able to discuss their personal experiences with 
being discriminated against and can help educated others how this problem has ef-being discriminated against and can help educated others how this problem has ef-
fected their lives and others. fected their lives and others. 

People who may have seen black people in a negative light because this can help People who may have seen black people in a negative light because this can help 
provide insight as to why they may contribute to this behavior. provide insight as to why they may contribute to this behavior. 

Activists who are also fighting against the issues of discrimination towards black men Activists who are also fighting against the issues of discrimination towards black men 
and women. and women. 

Experts of the subject because they will be able to offer me valid advice as how I Experts of the subject because they will be able to offer me valid advice as how I 
can make this topic effective for those coming in conntact with the project.can make this topic effective for those coming in conntact with the project.

Stakeholders
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With this project I want to advocate, inform, and educate of the problem with mis-With this project I want to advocate, inform, and educate of the problem with mis-
identifying the black body and how benefiting from black culture devalues the exis-identifying the black body and how benefiting from black culture devalues the exis-
tence of black men and women of all generations. As a result of my efforts, I want tence of black men and women of all generations. As a result of my efforts, I want 
to be able to accomplish making people feel that fighting against the hatefulness and to be able to accomplish making people feel that fighting against the hatefulness and 
discrimination that occurs on a day to day basis. Some people might not feel or see discrimination that occurs on a day to day basis. Some people might not feel or see 
how these things effect black men and women, but they can gain an understanding how these things effect black men and women, but they can gain an understanding 
how they feel. This project is to be a call to action that gets individuals to see. the how they feel. This project is to be a call to action that gets individuals to see. the 
issues in our system that places the innocent lives of black people at harm.issues in our system that places the innocent lives of black people at harm.

This is something that is important to me because like most other black men and This is something that is important to me because like most other black men and 
women, I have personally experienced hardships that have put me in a place where women, I have personally experienced hardships that have put me in a place where 
living in certain climates can be harmful because of how people may choose to living in certain climates can be harmful because of how people may choose to 
identify you based on how they feel. This it a platform for me to speak to my and identify you based on how they feel. This it a platform for me to speak to my and 
many other stories how they maybe have been discriminated against and seen their many other stories how they maybe have been discriminated against and seen their 
culture taken away from them, feeling a level of emptiness. Black culture has so culture taken away from them, feeling a level of emptiness. Black culture has so 
much deep rooted history that is shouldn’t be downplayed but celebrated, and that much deep rooted history that is shouldn’t be downplayed but celebrated, and that 
starts by redefining how cultures see the black body.starts by redefining how cultures see the black body.

My success will having people confront their own discrimination and turn that into My success will having people confront their own discrimination and turn that into 
fighting for the greater good of black people but also other cultures and races that fighting for the greater good of black people but also other cultures and races that 
receive hatred for individuals that don’t understand them.receive hatred for individuals that don’t understand them.

Objectives
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The anticipated audience is a wide range because this an issue that I feel a lot of The anticipated audience is a wide range because this an issue that I feel a lot of 
people are exposed to but some many different cultures and walks of life come in people are exposed to but some many different cultures and walks of life come in 
contact with black people. It’s important for everyone to get the message especially contact with black people. It’s important for everyone to get the message especially 
if things are to change. if things are to change. 

Demographics: Demographics: 
Age: 15-100Age: 15-100
Gender: AllGender: All
Ethnic Background: Any ethic backgroundEthnic Background: Any ethic background
Knowledge of Languages: Multilingual Knowledge of Languages: Multilingual 

PsychographicsPsychographics: : 
Individuals who are open-minded and willing to have a discussion on how this Individuals who are open-minded and willing to have a discussion on how this 
problem is harmful and hurts so many people. Certain values are going to have to problem is harmful and hurts so many people. Certain values are going to have to 
be challenged but have a positive attitude. Thy will also want to have an interest in be challenged but have a positive attitude. Thy will also want to have an interest in 
a better future see as things have been on a downward spiral in the few years and a better future see as things have been on a downward spiral in the few years and 
especially 2020.especially 2020.

Geographics: Geographics: 
My audience will start off local with the hopes of bringing it to a more national My audience will start off local with the hopes of bringing it to a more national 
audience.audience.

Audience
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• What issues must be overcome?• What issues must be overcome?
I think the issues that I see are wanting to make my ideas on this subject becoming I think the issues that I see are wanting to make my ideas on this subject becoming 
believable for people who will be experiencing my thesis. It’s a big topic of conver-believable for people who will be experiencing my thesis. It’s a big topic of conver-
sation right now and always has been for the black population that has been deal-sation right now and always has been for the black population that has been deal-
ing with these matters for a majority of their lives. I have a tendency to put a lot of ing with these matters for a majority of their lives. I have a tendency to put a lot of 
pressure on what I do to be deliverable at a high standard because the bar is set pressure on what I do to be deliverable at a high standard because the bar is set 
higher for black men and woman. I want to gain the support and guidance to this higher for black men and woman. I want to gain the support and guidance to this 
effective to everyone.effective to everyone.

• What noise can you foresee?• What noise can you foresee?
I see the being noise from other responsibilities that I have or may come up and just I see the being noise from other responsibilities that I have or may come up and just 
my own mind wanting to create this over the top idea that I might not be able to my own mind wanting to create this over the top idea that I might not be able to 
execute. It can become overwhelming but I think it is something that I’ll have to fight execute. It can become overwhelming but I think it is something that I’ll have to fight 
through in order to create the best project I can.through in order to create the best project I can.

• What concerns do you have that may prevent your project from succeeding?• What concerns do you have that may prevent your project from succeeding?
Creating a design that actually makes people think about this problem and not over-Creating a design that actually makes people think about this problem and not over-
look the social issue and systematic racism. It if just comes off as just another design look the social issue and systematic racism. It if just comes off as just another design 
where the message isn’t seen or doesn’t make people react in a way that provokes where the message isn’t seen or doesn’t make people react in a way that provokes 
reaction, it might not succeed. So I have to make sure I create something that gives reaction, it might not succeed. So I have to make sure I create something that gives 
rise to my overall ideas and what I want to portray.rise to my overall ideas and what I want to portray.

Pragmatic Issues
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• Black people should not be seen as a lesser but as the same as equal on the• Black people should not be seen as a lesser but as the same as equal on the
systematic scale.systematic scale.

• Anger, empathy, disappointment, understanding, passion, pride, anticipation, light a• Anger, empathy, disappointment, understanding, passion, pride, anticipation, light a
fire,fire,

• Stand up against these hateful actions. This isn’t something thats going to be solved• Stand up against these hateful actions. This isn’t something thats going to be solved
overnight but the sooner people come together and understand that this is aovernight but the sooner people come together and understand that this is a
problem that effects so many people, not even just black, we can establish a betterproblem that effects so many people, not even just black, we can establish a better
way of living wear people that aren’t as white can not be afraid.way of living wear people that aren’t as white can not be afraid.

In the process of finding the right people to help support this topic.In the process of finding the right people to help support this topic.

Positioning and Communication Strategy

Thesis Support



Kenyatta Cole | Design Brief | Fall 2020  8

Sketches (Week 1)
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Sketches
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Sketches
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Sketches
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Inspiration (Quotes)
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Inspiration (Design)
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Inspiration (Gaze)
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Inspiration (Wheatpaste)
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