[image: ]

Request for Applications for Investment Opportunities
Australia’s Strongim Bisnis program supports businesses in Solomon Islands. We work mainly in cocoa, coconut, sustainable tourism, seaweed, and horticulture. We partner with businesses to help these sectors grow, become more resilient, and create more opportunities for women, youth, and people with disabilities.
Our goal is to support business ideas that can grow over time and become strong, profitable models that others can copy or expand.
Strongim Bisnis is looking for more businesses to partner with that either directly support gender equality, youth economic engagement, disability inclusion and social inclusion, or help improve these areas.
Who can apply
We invite applications from legally registered businesses in Solomon Islands, including businesses that:
· are owned or led by women, youth, or people with disabilities, or
· support jobs or income opportunities for women, youth, or people with disabilities, or
· provide products or services that help women, youth, or people with disabilities take part more fully in the economy.
· Business owners who are returning seasonal workers (Australian Government’s Pacific Australia Labour Mobility (PALM) scheme) are encouraged to apply.
While our main focus is on cocoa, coconut, tourism, and horticulture, we may also support businesses in other sectors if: 
· the opportunity can create wider change – meaning the business model could improve how a sector works (for example, by opening new markets, improving supply chains, or improving access to services), OR
· it could create strong benefits for women, youth, and people with disabilities.
We are less likely to support opportunities that only grow one business without wider sector or GEDSI impact. 
What we offer
· Co-investment support to improve product quality and value, increase production, and reach new markets.
· Co-investment support for market research, branding, packaging, marketing, and addressing transport or supply challenges.
· Technical support and cost-sharing to reduce risk when testing new ideas or expanding a business.
· Strongim Bisnis can contribute up to SBD 60,000. Applicants must also contribute to the partnership activities.
Priority will be given to investments that can benefit and grow the wider sector, not only one business.
Please note: Strongim Bisnis will not fund day-to-day business operating costs.
Eligibility criteria
To be eligible, your business must:
· be legally registered under the laws of Solomon Islands
· have been operating for at least 1-2 years 
· be involved in, or support, income or employment activities that create opportunities for women, youth, or people with disabilities
· have an idea that is new or clearly different in your sector
· show there is demand for your product or service
How to apply
Interested businesses must complete the Expression of Interest (EOI) form.
Completed EOIs can be submitted via email to  Irene.Maeohu@strongimbisnis.com.sb and Rowena.Morgan@strongimbisnis.com.sb 

Or hand in a hard copy at:
Level 1, Suite 207, Hyundai Mall, Mendana Avenue
Honiara, Solomon Islands
Tel: 25664

Deadline
Submissions of Expression of Interest forms will be accepted on a rolling basis with the first round of applications being due on 24 March 2026.
Submission of the EOI is free of charge. Applicants are responsible for all costs associated with preparation and submission.



Evaluation of applications
Applications will be reviewed as they are received. If you submit a complete application, you can expect an update within 30 days.
EOIs will be assessed based on:
· GEDSI impact: How well the proposal creates income or job opportunities for women, youth, and people with disabilities.
· Wider change: Whether the idea can create benefits beyond one business (for example, by improving how a sector works or helping others adopt the model).
· Practical and sustainable: Whether the idea is realistic and can be financially sustainable over time.
· Capacity to deliver: The applicant’s role in the market and ability to carry out the proposed activities.
Application stages
There are two stages in the application process:
Stage 1: Shortlisting and interview
We will review your EOI against the selection criteria. If you are shortlisted, you will be invited to an interview with our team.
Stage 2: Selection and proposal development
If your business is selected after the interview, we will work with you to develop the partnership proposal and agree on the cost-share arrangement. Once these are agreed, we will move forward with the partnership.

Please note: being shortlisted does not guarantee a partnership with Strongim Bisnis
For further guidance, applicants can email Irene Maeohu at Irene.Maeohu@strongimbisnis.com.sb and Rowena Morgan at Rowena.Morgan@strongimbisnis.com.sb 

or visit us at:
Level 1, Suite 207, Hyundai Mall, Mendana Avenue
Honiara Solomon Islands
Tel.: 25664

Please see the next page for the proposal form. 


Expression of Interest (EOI) Form

Please fill out all of the sections in this form. 

1. Basic Information
	Name of business
	

	Name of Partners/Founders (If applicable)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Phone number
	

	Address
	

	Co-investment requested (SBD)
	

	Your contribution / cost-share (SBD)
	

	Date submitted
	



Please fill out the following contact information for at least two people in the business when applicable. 

	Contact Person 1

	[bookmark: _Hlk209704461]Name
	

	Position
	

	Address
	

	Phone number
	

	Email
	

	Contact Person 2

	Name
	

	Position
	

	Address
	

	Phone number
	

	Email
	




2. Current Activities
Please describe the business’s main activity.  Include: (i) what products or services you offer.  (ii) Your annual sales of products in value and volume. (iii) If you do processing, describe briefly the main processing activities, (iv) markets where products are sold. 

	









3. Investment Goal & Activities
3.1.  Describe the proposed project in detail. Please explain the main problem or challenge in your business, how this project will help solve it, and the key activities that will be carried out.

	
















3.2. Describe the market potential and show that there is demand for more quantity or better quality of the product or service (for example, buyers want more supply or want the product processed or delivered in a certain way).

	








3.3 Describe how your proposed investment is innovative:  i.e. is not being offered by other companies 
	[bookmark: _Hlk219713463]








3.4. Briefly describe the expected revenue that will come from this investment. 
	








4. Project Impact and Sustainability

4.1. Provide the information about the projected impact both for the applicant enterprise 
	Impact
	Quantity

	Expected number of new full-time equivalent jobs to be created.  

	[bookmark: Check27]Yes |_|
	

	Expected increase in sales due to the investment (SBD)
	[bookmark: Check26]Yes |_|
	

	Estimated number of people who will benefit from this initiative 
	Yes |_|
	



5. Inclusiveness
5.1. Describe how women, youth, or people with disabilities will benefit from the investment.
	










6. 
Business Capability and Experience

6.1. Describe Management capability, key personnel, their qualifications and professional backgrounds related to the project. 
	










7. Cost-share Contribution
7.1 Specify how much you will contribute to the investment:   
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