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APPLICATION INFORMATION
Strongim Bisnis & PALM Scheme Entrepreneurship Initiative
The Strongim Bisnis & PALM Scheme Entrepreneurship Initiative is a pilot initiative designed to support the productive reintegration of returned Pacific Australia Labour Mobility (PALM) workers into the Solomon Islands economy. The program supports returned or soon-to-return workers with existing businesses or strong business ideas through business registration, financial training and compliance support, mentoring, and matched investment support of up to SBD 60,000 (AUD 11,000). By strengthening participants' capability and encouraging the productive reinvestment of savings earned through overseas employment, the initiative aims to establish sustainable businesses and maximise the long-term economic benefits of labour mobility.
Eligibility Criteria
We invite applications from returned or soon returning Solomon Islands PALM Scheme workers who have an existing business or a real business idea and are committed to investing their savings into a productive enterprise.
To apply, applicants must:
· Be a returned Solomon Islands PALM Scheme worker who has returned in the last few years or is returning soon.
· Have an existing business or a real business idea that has clear potential to become a profitable business. 
· Demonstrate that they are willing to invest their own savings in their business by matching Strongim Bisnis's investment support of up to SBD 60,000 (approximately AUD 11,000) with an equal contribution from their own savings, or more if they choose. For example, if Strongim Bisnis invests SBD 40,000, they must also contribute SBD 40,000 towards their business. Successful applicants can ask for up to SBD 60,000 and must be able to match that amount with their own savings.
· Participate fully in the financial training, mentoring, business registration and compliance support process provided under the program.
· Demonstrate a true commitment to starting or growing a sustainable business that contributes to the Solomon Islands economy.
Note: You do NOT need to be a registered business to apply. You can apply with a business idea or an existing business, even if it is not yet registered. If you are selected, Strongim Bisnis will provide support to help you register and meet the compliance requirements as part of this initiative.


We are especially interested in businesses and business ideas that:

· Produce products or offer services that customers are willing to pay for.
· Help businesses reach more customers.
· Improve way to get products from producers to customers.  
· Are new and creative with strong potential to grow and succeed. This could include online and technology-based business ideas, services, marketing, arts and creative industries.
· Are owned or led by women, young people, or people with disabilities and/or create jobs or ways to earn income for these groups. 
· Create more opportunities for people to earn an income and participate in business.
Note: Businesses primarily focused on residential housing or transport services (such as buses and taxis) will not be eligible for support under this initiative.
What we offer
· Investment support of up to SBD 60,000 (approximately AUD 11,000) through a matched savings model. Applicants are required to match the amount that Strongim Bisnis invests with an equal contribution from their own savings and can invest more if they choose. Participants do not need to pay back the investment amount provided by Strongim Bisnis.
· Financial training and mentoring, plus help with business registration and compliance support (if needed).
· Support to improve the quality and value of your product or service, grow your business, and reach new customers.
· Support with market research, branding, packaging, marketing, and addressing transport or supply challenges.
· Expert advice and shared funding to help you test new ideas or expand your business with less risk.
Please note: Strongim Bisnis will not fund day-to-day business operational costs.
How to apply
Interested businesses must complete the application form below. 
Application forms can also be downloaded from: https://www.strongimbisnis.com.sb/resources 
Completed forms can be submitted via email to sbpalm@strongimbisnis.com.sb 

Or hand in a hard copy at:
Level 1, Suite 207, Hyundai Mall, Mendana Avenue
Honiara, Solomon Islands
Tel: 25664
Note: If you are submitting a handwritten application, please ensure that your handwriting is clear and easy to read. 
Evaluation of Applications
Applications will be assessed based on the viability and commercial potential of the business or idea, the strength of the market opportunity, and how the proposed investment will support the business to start, grow, reach new customers, or improve its products, services, or supply chains. We will also consider the potential to create jobs and income opportunities, particularly for women, young people, and people with disabilities, as well as the applicant’s commitment to contributing their own savings, participating in the program and establishing or growing a sustainable business.

Deadline
Applications will stay open until places are filled. 
Submission of the application is free of charge. Applicants are responsible for all costs associated with preparation and submission.























Application Form
Please fill out all the sections in this form where applicable. Note: questions marked with * must be completed.
1. Basic Information
	Full Name*
	

	Age*
	

	Gender (Male/Female/Other) *
	

	Residential Address (Street, community/village, province/city) *
	

	Email Address*
	

	Phone Number*
	

	For Returned Workers
Date of last return from Australia*
	

	For Returning Workers
Please state date you will return to Solomon Islands*
	





1.2 Are you (the person applying) living with some form of known disability? * (Tick a box)
Such disabilities can be in the form of issues with:
· Vision (e.g. difficulty in seeing a face on a coin or a person’s face from across the room)
· Hearing (e.g. difficulty hearing in a quiet room, even using a hearing aid)
· Mobility (e.g. difficulty in walking or doing daily tasks in the garden)
· Communication (e.g. difficulty in understanding other people or being understood) 
· Cognition (e.g. difficulty in concentrating or remembering things that are shared with you). 
☐ YES           ☐ NO  

2. PALM Scheme Participation 
2.1 Which PALM Scheme stream did you last participate in? * (Tick one box)
☐ Short-term stream (up to 9 months)
☐ Long-term stream (1 to 4 years)

2.2 How long did you work for your last contract (if already returned) or current contract (if returning soon) in Australia under the PALM Scheme (e.g. 6 months or 2 years etc.)? *
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2.3 Will you return to Australia under the PALM Scheme for another contract? * (Tick one box)
☐ Yes, I will return under the short-term stream and will leave on _____________________ for ____________ months.
☐ Yes, I will return under the long-term stream ____________________ for _____________months.
☐ No, I do not have a confirmed return date or do not plan to return.

2.4 Approximately how much have you saved from your PALM Scheme employment? (Optional response)
☐ Less than SBD 30,000
☐ SBD 30,000 – 60,000
☐ SBD 60,000 – 100,000
☐ More than SBD 100,000 


3. Business Information 

3.1 Do you currently operate a business? * (Tick one box)
☐ Yes
☐ No – I have a business idea

3.2 If you do have a business: (Skip to 3.3 if you do not currently have a business)

3.2.1 What is your business name: __________________________________________________

3.2.2 Is your business registered? (Tick one box) 
☐ Yes, my business' registration number is: _________________________________________
☐ No, I am in the process of registering 
☐ No, my business is not registered yet








3.3 Briefly describe your business or your business idea, including: * (No word limit) 
· Products or services you offer, or plan to offer
· Your customers, or who you plan to sell to
· Where you operate, or plan to operate
· Any products you currently - or will - make, process, or package
	




























4. Proposed Investment & Activities
4.1 Please specify the amount of investment you are requesting from Strongim Bisnis and the amount you will contribute from your own savings. *
	Requested Strongim Bisnis contribution (SBD)
	

	Your matched savings contribution (SBD)
	






4.2 Describe your proposed investment with as much detail as you can * (No word limit) 
Please explain:
· What you would like Strongim Bisnis to support
· How you plan to use the Strongim Bisnis funding and your own matched savings
· What you plan to buy and how much you estimate it will cost
· How the funding will help to start or grow your business 

Note: the investment cannot be used for day-to-day operating costs, such as salaries, wages, fuel, rent, utilities, or other routine business expenses.
	


















4.3 Describe the demand for your product or service* (No word limit)
 
Please explain:
· Who your customers are (or would be).
· Why they buy from you (or would buy from you).
· How the funding will help you to sell more to your customers or reach new customers.
	




















4.4 Explain what makes, or would make, your product or service different from other businesses like yours* (No word limit)
	[bookmark: _Hlk219713463]








4.5 Briefly describe how much money do you think this investment can help your business to earn? *

	



5. Project Impact and Sustainability
5.1. How do you think this investment will benefit your business? *
	Impact
	Amount

	Expected number of new full-time equivalent jobs that are likely to be created
	

	Expected money that could be made because of the investment (SBD)
	

	Estimated number of people who could likely benefit from this initiative

(Examples include customers, workers, suppliers, family members, farmers, and people in your community.)
	



6. Inclusiveness
6.1. Describe how your business will create opportunities for women, young people, or people with disabilities (if applicable).
	












7. Business Capability and Experience
7.1. Please describe: * (No word limit)
· Your experience in running this business, or
· Your experience related to the proposed business idea
· Any skills, training, or work experience that will help you successfully operate the business.
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