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Field Dates: August 28-30, 2026
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SURVEY 

METHOD

This survey was conducted online within the United States on August 28-30, 

2026, among 2,100 registered voters by The Harris Poll and HarrisX.

Respondents for this poll are recruited through opt-in, web-panel recruitment 

sampling. Recruitment occurs though a broad variety of professional, 

validated respondent panels to expand the sampling frame as wide as 

possible and minimize the impact of any given panel on recruiting methods.

Results are weighted for age within gender, region, race/ethnicity, marital 

status, household size, income, employment, education, political party, and 

political ideology where necessary to align them with their actual proportions 

in the population. Propensity score weighting was also used to adjust for 

respondents’ propensity to be online. The margin of error for the total 

sample is +/- 2.1 pts on a 95% confidence level.

The poll was supervised by pollsters:

Mark Penn (Chairman, The Harris Poll)

Dritan Nesho (CEO, HarrisX)

Stephen Ansolabehere (Professor and CAPS Director Emeritus, Harvard 

University)



33

Approval and 

Mood of Country



4

37% SAY THE COUNTRY IS ON THE RIGHT TRACK, UP 
+2PTS FROM JULY

M1. In general, do you think the country is on the right track or is it off on the wrong track?
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Right track Wrong track Don't know / Unsure

Country: Right Track / Wrong Track

% Who Say “Right Track”

07/25 08/25 09/25 11/25 12/25 01/26 02/26 03/26 04/26 05/26 07/26 08/26

GOP 73% 72% 71% 69% 74% 74% 73% 67% 69% 65% 65% 68%

DEM 19% 20% 19% 16% 19% 15% 16% 14% 19% 17% 16% 18%

IND 26% 26% 27% 19% 22% 24% 24% 20% 22% 22% 21% 21%
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34% OF VOTERS SAY THE ECONOMY IS ON THE RIGHT TRACK

M2. In general, do you think the American economy is on the right track or is it off on the wrong track?
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Right track Wrong track Don't know / Unsure

U.S. Economy: Right Track / Wrong Track

% Who Say “Right Track”

06/25 07/25 08/25 09/25 11/25 12/25 01/26 02/26 03/26 04/26 05/26 07/26 08/26

GOP 69% 70% 68% 66% 61% 68% 73% 73% 61% 63% 57% 61% 62%

DEM 15% 17% 17% 18% 15% 17% 17% 16% 15% 18% 15% 14% 16%

IND 29% 25% 26% 26% 20% 22% 22% 24% 19% 19% 20% 22% 22%
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JUST UNDER HALF SAY THE U.S. ECONOMY IS STRONG TODAY

I3. How strong do you think the U.S. economy is today? 
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How strong do you think the U.S. economy is today?

Strong Weak
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A THIRD NOW SAY THEIR PERSONAL FINANCIAL SITUATION IS 
IMPROVING, BUT ALMOST HALF SAY IT’S GETTING WORSE

I4. Would you say that your personal financial situation is improving or getting worse?
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Would you say that your personal financial situation is improving or getting worse? 

Improving Getting worse Just as well off No opinion

“No opinion” removed as response 
option in November 2021

Row % Improving
Getting 

worse

Total 32% 47%

DEM 21% 60%

GOP 50% 29%

IND/OTH 22% 53%
MAGA/Trump 

GOP
59% 22%

Likely midterm 
voter 35% 43%

Male 41% 38%

Female 23% 56%

18-24 31% 49%

25-34 41% 44%

35-44 39% 47%

45-54 29% 51%

55-64 30% 47%

65+ 21% 46%

White 30% 46%
Black or African 

American
39% 44%

Hispanic 28% 57%

Asian 43% 32%

Other 27% 60%

Urban 37% 43%

Suburban 29% 48%

Rural 29% 50%
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TRUMP APPROVAL RISES TO 44% (JUL:42%) , WITH A 3-POINT GAIN 
TO 48% AMONG LIKELY MIDTERM VOTERS (JUL:45%)

M3ALT. Do you disapprove or approve of the job Donald J. Trump is doing as President of the United States?

Row % Approve (NET) Disapprove (NET)

Total 44% 52%

DEM 13% 85%

GOP 80% 19%

IND/OTH 36% 54%

MAGA/Trump GOP 92% 8%

Likely midterm voter 48% 51%

Male 51% 47%

Female 38% 57%

18-24 38% 57%

25-34 42% 53%

35-44 48% 45%

45-54 42% 52%

55-64 48% 49%

65+ 42% 57%

White 47% 50%

Black or African 
American

34% 61%

Hispanic 40% 53%

Asian 40% 53%

Other 44% 51%

Urban 43% 52%

Suburban 43% 54%

Rural 49% 47%

Do you disapprove or approve of the job Donald J. Trump 
is doing as President of the United States?

5% 5% 6% 5% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 6% 4% 5% 5% 4% 4%

32% 36% 35% 36% 38% 38% 36% 37% 39% 37% 40% 39% 41% 39% 41% 40% 39%

11%
10% 11% 11% 12% 12% 13% 13% 12% 12% 11% 10% 12% 14% 12% 14% 13%

19% 19% 20% 17% 17% 18% 19% 19% 17% 20% 18% 18%
19% 18% 19% 19% 20%

33% 31% 28% 30% 29% 29% 27% 27% 27% 27% 27% 28% 24% 25% 24% 23% 24%

Feb 25 Mar 25 Apr 25 May 25 Jun 25 Jul 25 Aug 25 Sep 25 Nov 25 Dec 25 Jan 26 Feb 26 Mar 26 Apr 26 May 26 Jul 26 Aug 26

Don't know Strongly disapprove Somewhat disapprove Somewhat approve Strongly approve

52% 49% 48% 47% 46% 47% 47% 46% 44% 47% 45% 46% 43% 42% 43% 42% 44%

Approve
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TRUMP APPROVAL REMAINS UNDERWATER ACROSS ALL KEY ISSUES, 
WITH STRONGEST RATINGS ON CRIME AND IMMIGRATION, AND 
WEAKEST ON ECONOMIC ISSUES AND IRAN

M3A_ISSr. Do you disapprove or approve of the job Donald J. Trump is doing on …?

Approve of Trump on…
(Strongly or Somewhat Approve)

Jan 25 
(Biden)

Feb 25 Mar 25 Apr 25 May 25 Jun 25 July 25 Aug 25 Sep 25 Nov 25 Dec 25 Jan 26 Feb 26 Mar 26 Apr 26 May 26 Jul 26 Aug 26

The Economy 37% 49% 45% 43% 46% 44% 44% 44% 43% 41% 44% 43% 45% 40% 39% 39% 40% 41%

Immigration 34% 56% 53% 51% 51% 49% 50% 50% 49% 47% 49% 46% 48% 46% 47% 49% 49% 47%

Foreign Affairs 38% 48% 45% 44% 46% 45% 45% 44% 44% 44% 45% 42% 45% 41% 41% 41% 40% 41%
Administering the 

Government
40% 49% 47% 47% 47% 45% 46% 45% 45% 42% 45% 43% 44% 43% 43% 43% 42% 44%

Handling Inflation 34% 45% 43% 41% 43% 42% 42% 41% 40% 39% 40% 39% 44% 38% 37% 35% 35% 37%
Reducing the Cost 

of the Government
53% 49% 50% 49% 46% 46% 46% 47% 45% 48% 44% 47% 44% 42% 42% 42% 43%

Returning America 
to its Values

53% 49% 49% 51% 48% 50% 50% 48% 46% 50% 45% 48% 47% 46% 45% 46% 46%

Tariffs and Trade Policy 41% 42% 41% 42% 41% 40% 40% 42% 39% 43% 41% 40% 37% 39% 38%
Fighting crime in 
America’s cities

51% 50% 49% 51% 47% 51% 47% 48% 48% 47% 48%

Managing the Iran conflict 41% 39% 38% 38% 39%
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REPUBLICAN PARTY APPROVAL UP 2 POINTS TO 45%

M4. Do you approve or disapprove of the way the Republican Party is handling its job? 
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Approve Disapprove

GOP Approval

Column % Total DEM GOP IND/OTH
MAGA/Tr
ump GOP

Likely 
midterm 

voter
Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ White

Black or 
African 

American
Hispanic Asian Other Urban Suburban Rural

Approve (NET) 45% 15% 81% 36% 90% 47% 50% 39% 41% 50% 44% 42% 48% 42% 47% 35% 43% 43% 42% 46% 43% 47%

Disapprove (NET) 55% 85% 19% 64% 10% 53% 50% 61% 59% 50% 56% 58% 52% 58% 53% 65% 57% 57% 58% 54% 57% 53%
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DEMOCRATIC PARTY APPROVAL IS UP 4 POINTS TO 47%, ITS 
HIGHEST LEVEL SINCE OCT 2024

M5. Do you approve or disapprove of the way the Democratic Party is handling its job?

41%
44%

48%

48%

47%
45%47%

47%

46%

41%
45% 46%

47% 42%

41%

36%

37%
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42%

42%

40%
41%

42%

43%

41%

44%
45%

43% 43%

43%
43% 47%

59%
56%

52%
52%53%
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64%
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Approve Disapprove

Democratic Party Approval

Column % Total DEM GOP IND/OTH
MAGA/Tr
ump GOP

Likely 
midterm 

voter
Male Female 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ White

Black or 
African 

American
Hispanic Asian Other Urban Suburban Rural

Approve (NET) 47% 79% 25% 37% 23% 48% 44% 50% 57% 57% 49% 43% 42% 40% 42% 69% 49% 55% 32% 57% 45% 36%

Disapprove (NET) 53% 21% 75% 63% 77% 52% 56% 50% 43% 43% 51% 57% 58% 60% 58% 31% 51% 45% 68% 43% 55% 64%
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CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL RISES 2 POINTS TO 34%

CON1. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Congress is doing its job?
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RFK JR., TRUMP, HARRIS, VANCE AND MUSK ARE THE TOP FIGURES 
TESTED, WHILE ONLY RFK JR., RUBIO, AND MARK CARNEY ENJOY 
POSITIVE NET FAVORABILITY

F1r.  Now we will show you some names and groups. Please indicate if you have a favorable or unfavorable view of that person or gro up – or if you’ve never heard of them. 

19%

24%

20%

21%

17%

19%

12%

12%

12%

15%

9%

10%

9%

12%

7%

8%

5%

24%

18%

21%

19%

22%

19%

19%

18%

17%

14%

18%

17%

16%

13%

17%

11%

9%

12%

9%

13%

13%

16%

12%

11%

11%

11%

11%

14%

12%

14%

11%

18%

10%

20%

27%

41%

34%

32%

30%

22%

27%

28%

20%

24%

24%

13%

29%

28%

22%

26%

47%

Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

Donald Trump

Kamala Harris

J.D. Vance

Elon Musk

Marco Rubio

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

Gavin Newsom

Mike Johnson

Pete Hegseth

Benjamin Netanyahu

Mark Carney

Chuck Schumer

Zohran Mamdani

Tucker Carlson

Abdul Ed-Sayed

Vladimir Putin

Very favorable

Favorable

Never heard of them

No opinion

Unfavorable

Very unfavorable

Row % Favorable (NET) Unfavorable (NET) GAP

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 43% 39% 4%

Donald Trump 42% 50% -8%

Kamala Harris 42% 46% -5%

J.D. Vance 40% 45% -5%

Elon Musk 39% 46% -8%

Marco Rubio 38% 34% 4%

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 31% 38% -8%

Gavin Newsom 30% 40% -9%

Mike Johnson 29% 32% -2%

Pete Hegseth 29% 35% -6%

Benjamin Netanyahu 27% 37% -10%

Mark Carney 27% 26% 1%

Chuck Schumer 25% 43% -17%

Zohran Mamdani 25% 39% -14%

Tucker Carlson 24% 40% -16%

Abdul El-Sayed 18% 36% -18%

Vladimir Putin 14% 67% -54%

Favorability of
Political Figures
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47%

42%

26%

25%

18%

23%

16%

18%

15%

14%

21%

16%

20%

17%

12%

19%

10%

6%

9%

6%

6%

4%

4%

4%

4%

4%

28%

31%

36%

34%

35%

28%

33%

29%

31%

32%

23%

28%

19%

22%

26%

17%

17%

21%

18%

17%

10%

11%

8%

7%

7%

5%

9%

10%

15%

15%

17%

8%

18%

13%

19%

15%

15%

16%

12%

17%

16%

11%

12%

23%

16%

22%

16%

21%

17%

12%

19%

12%

8%

6%

11%

9%

13%

8%

16%

21%

15%

15%

15%

12%

35%

19%

12%

35%

31%

19%

32%

33%

30%

43%

50%

46%

47%

41%

United States of America

U.S. Military

Police

Canada

FBI

Free Enterprise

U.S. Supreme Court

Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

Department of Justice

Ukraine

Capitalism

NATO

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)

Israel

European Union

The MAGA Movement

Democratic Socialists of America

Saudi Arabia

Socialism

China

Palestinian Authority

Russia

Communism

Hamas

Iran

Hezbollah

Very favorable

Favorable

Never heard of
them
No opinion

Unfavorable

Very unfavorable

FAVORABILITY IS STRONGEST FOR THE U.S. AND MILITARY, REMAINS 
POSITIVE FOR MOST DOMESTIC INSTITUTIONS AND ALLIES, AND IS 
NEGATIVE FOR ICE AND FOREIGN ADVERSARIES

F1r.  Now we will show you some names and groups. Please indicate if you have a favorable or unfavorable view of that person or gro up – or if you’ve never heard of them. 

Favorability 
of Institutions

Row %
Favorable 

(NET)

Unfavorable 

(NET)
GAP

United States of America 75% 17% 58%
U.S. Military 72% 16% 56%

Police 61% 26% 36%
Canada 58% 24% 35%

FBI 53% 30% 23%
Free Enterprise 51% 16% 35%

U.S. Supreme Court 49% 34% 15%
Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS)
47% 34% 13%

Department of Justice 47% 34% 12%
Ukraine 46% 30% 15%

Capitalism 44% 30% 15%
NATO 44% 28% 15%

Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE)
39% 47% -8%

Israel 38% 37% 2%
European Union 38% 28% 10%

The MAGA Movement 36% 46% -10%
Democratic Socialists of America 27% 43% -15%

Saudi Arabia 27% 42% -15%
Socialism 26% 48% -21%

China 23% 55% -32%
Palestinian Authority 16% 47% -30%

Russia 15% 64% -49%
Communism 13% 67% -55%

Hamas 12% 58% -46%
Iran 11% 65% -54%

Hezbollah 9% 53% -44%
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35%

27%

22%

21%

20%

17%

15%

14%

12%

12%

9%

9%

8%

7%

7%

7%

7%

7%

6%

6%

6%

5%

5%

5%

4%

4%

2%

Price increases / inflation / affordability

Economy and jobs

Health care

Immigration

US-Iran Conflict

Corruption

National debt / federal budget deficits

Crime and drugs

Terrorism / national security

Taxes

Income inequality

Environment / climate change

Guns

Women's rights

Voting rights

School safety

Cybersecurity

Education

Weaponization of the Justice Department/FBI

Foreign policy

Race relations

Defense

Criminal justice (policing, courts, prisons)

Civil disorder

Political correctness / cancel culture

Policing

Other please specify)

ECONOMIC ISSUES DOMINATE VOTERS’ CONCERNS, FOLLOWED BY 
HEALTHCARE AND IMMIGRATION, WHILE 1 IN 5 VOTERS CITE THE US-
IRAN CONFLICT

I1. What would you say are the most important issues facing the country today? 

What would you 
say are the most 
important issues 

facing the 
country today? 

Price increases / 

inflation / 
affordability

Economy and 

jobs

Total 35% 27%

DEM 37% 30%

GOP 29% 23%

IND/OTH 39% 29%
MAGA/Trump 

GOP
26% 18%

Likely midterm 
voter

35% 25%

Male 30% 26%

Female 39% 28%

18-24 24% 29%

25-34 27% 27%

35-44 29% 28%

45-54 36% 34%

55-64 38% 27%

65+ 44% 20%

White 37% 25%

Black or African 
American

24% 29%

Hispanic 28% 32%

Asian 37% 36%

+5

-3
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INFLATION IS THE CLEAR TOP ISSUE TO VOTERS PERSONALLY

QISSUES3. Which of these issues is most important to you personally?

Which of these issues is most important to you personally?

46%

14%

11%

9%

6%

5%

5%

2%

1%

1%

Inflation / affordability

Restoring basic American values of merit and
competence

Immigration

Crime

Climate change

Racial equity

Abortion

Iran war

Foreign affairs

Curbing guns

Column % DEM GOP IND/OTH
Likely 

midterm 
voter

Inflation / affordability 50% 42% 48% 48%

Restoring basic American values 
of merit and competence

10% 19% 13% 16%

Immigration 6% 19% 7% 11%

Crime 8% 8% 12% 8%

Climate change 10% 2% 4% 6%

Racial equity 7% 3% 5% 4%

Abortion 4% 3% 6% 4%

Iran war 2% 2% 2% 2%

Foreign affairs 0% 1% 2% 2%

Curbing guns 2% 1% 0% 1%

+4

-3
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MIDTERMS
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AROUND TWO-THIRDS SAY THEY USUALLY OR ALWAYS VOTE IN 
CONGRESSIONAL MIDTERMS

MID0104: How often do you vote in Congressional midterm elections?

How often do you vote in Congressional midterm elections?

43%

21%

17%

7%

12%

Always

Usually

Sometimes

Rarely

Never

Column % DEM GOP IND/OTH
Likely midterm 

voter

Always 44% 57% 27% 58%

Usually 22% 19% 23% 26%

Sometimes 20% 13% 17% 11%

Rarely 7% 5% 10% 3%

Never 7% 6% 23% 2%

64%
Always/usually

July: 62%
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7 IN 10 VOTERS SAY THEY ARE PLANNING TO VOTE IN THE UPCOMING 
MIDTERMS, WITH REPUBLICANS SLIGHLTY MORE LIKELY

MID0105: How likely or unlikely are you to vote in the upcoming 2026 Congressional midterm elections on November 3rd?

How likely or unlikely are you to vote in the upcoming 2026 

Congressional midterm elections on November 3rd?

53%

16%

16%

7%

7%

Definitely going to vote

Probably going to vote

May or may not vote

Probably not going to participate

Definitely not going to participate

Column % DEM GOP IND/OTH
Likely 

midterm 
voter

Definitely going to vote 57% 63% 38% 77%

Probably going to vote 17% 16% 16% 23%

May or may not vote 14% 10% 24% 0%

Probably not going to 
participate

7% 5% 9% 0%

Definitely not going to 
participate

5% 5% 13% 0%

69%
Definitely/probably
July: 70%
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DEMOCRATS HAVE A THIN 2-POINT MARGIN IN THE GENERIC 
CONGRESSIONAL BALLOT, WITH INDEPENDENTS LEANING DEM BUT 
REPUBLICANS HAVING THE EDGE WITH LIKELY VOTERS

CON2026B: If the congressional election were held today would you be more likely to vote for a Democrat or a Republican for Congress? 

If the congressional election were held today would you be more 
likely to vote for a Democrat or a Republican for Congress?

Column % DEM GOP IND/OTH
Likely 

midterm 
voter

Democrat 97% 5% 54% 49%

Republican 3% 95% 46% 51%
51%

49%

Democrat Republican

July: 50%

Dem + 2
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7 IN 10 ARE MOTIVATED TO VOTE FOR THEIR PARTY. FEWER THAN HALF 
OF VOTERS PLAN TO CAST THEIR BALLOT ON ELECTION DAY.

CON2026C: Is your vote mainly FOR the party of your choice or AGAINST the other party?

MID0801: If you end up participating, how do you plan to vote in the upcoming midterm elections?

Is your vote mainly FOR the party of your choice or AGAINST the other 

party?

If you end up participating, how do you plan to vote in the upcoming 

midterm elections?

69%

31%

FOR the party

AGAINST the other
party

19%

24%

40%

10%

7%

By absentee or mail-in ballot

In person before Election Day, including
early voting

In person on Election Day

Not sure yet

Do not plan to vote

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

FOR the party 79% 71% 55%

AGAINST the other party 21% 29% 45%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

By absentee or mail-in ballot 13% 26% 19%

In person before Election Day, 
including early voting

30% 23% 19%

In person on Election Day 49% 40% 30%

Not sure yet 6% 7% 17%

Do not plan to vote 3% 4% 15%



22

LESS THAN 50% OF VOTERS HAVE DEFINITELY MADE UP THEIR MIND, 
AND MOST PARTISANS PLANNING ON STRAIGHT-TICKET VOTING

MID0802: Have you made up your mind about who you will vote for in the upcoming midterm elections, or are you still deciding?

MID0803: Thinking about the different elections on the ballot, such as for the U.S. House, U.S. Senate, governor and other offices, do you expect to vote mostly for candidates from one political party or split your vote between candidates from different p

Have you made up your mind about who you will vote for in the 

upcoming midterm elections, or are you still deciding?

Thinking about the different elections on the ballot, such as for the U.S. 

House, U.S. Senate, governor and other offices, do you expect to vote 

mostly for candidates from one political party or split your vote between 

candidates from different parties?

46%

27%

19%

8%

I have definitely made up my mind

I am leaning toward certain candidates
but could still change my mind

I have not yet decided

Do not plan to vote

33%

33%

16%

4%

14%

Vote only for Republican candidates

Vote only for Democratic candidates

Split my vote between Republican and
Democratic candidates

Vote mainly for independent or third-
party candidates

Not sure

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

I have definitely made up my mind 57% 54% 26%

I am leaning toward certain 
candidates

27% 25% 29%

I have not yet decided 14% 17% 28%

Do not plan to vote 3% 4% 18%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Vote only for Republican candidates 74% 3% 17%

Vote only for Democratic candidates 3% 77% 19%

Split my vote 15% 12% 22%

Vote mainly for independent 2% 1% 10%

Not sure 6% 7% 31%
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HALF OF VOTERS SAY THIS MIDTERM ELECTION IS EXTREMELY 
IMPORTANT

MID0804: How important or unimportant is this midterm election to you?

How important or unimportant is this midterm election to you?

51%

31%

8%

10%

Extremely important

Somewhat important

Somewhat unimportant

Not at all important

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Extremely important 62% 58% 33%

Somewhat important 28% 31% 33%

Somewhat unimportant 5% 7% 13%

Not at all important 4% 4% 22%

82%
Extremely/somewhat
important
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AN APPEAL FROM TRUMP OR VANCE BOOSTS REPUBLICAN TURNOUT, 
BUT HAS LIMITED EFFECT ON DEMOCRATS AND INDEPENDENTS

MID0805: If Donald Trump appealed to you and said that this is the most important election in history to vote in, would it make you more likely to vote in the election, less likely or have no effect?

MID0806: If J.D. Vance appealed to you and said that this is the most important election in history to vote in, would it make you mo re likely to vote in the election, less likely or have no effect?

If Donald Trump appealed to you and said that this is the most important 

election in history to vote in, would it make you more likely to vote in the 

election, less likely or have no effect?

If J.D. Vance appealed to you and said that this is the most important 

election in history to vote in, would it make you more likely to vote in the 

election, less likely or have no effect?

36%

19%

46%

More likely

Less likely

Have no effect 36%

18%

47%

More likely

Less likely

Have no effect

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

More likely 59% 22% 25%

Less likely 9% 28% 20%

Have no effect 32% 50% 55%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

More likely 58% 23% 25%

Less likely 10% 26% 17%

Have no effect 32% 51% 57%
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SIMILARLY, SANDERS AND AOC APPEALS RAISES DEM TURNOUT BUT HAS 
LIMITED IMPACT ON GOP AND INDEPENDENTS

MID0807: If Bernie Sanders appealed to you and said that this is the most important election in history to vote in, would it make you more likely to vote in the election, less likely or have no effect?

MID0808: If Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (also known as "AOC") appealed to you and said that this is the most important election in history to vote in, would it make you more likely to vote in the election, less likely or have no effect?

If Bernie Sanders appealed to you and said that this is the most important 

election in history to vote in, would it make you more likely to vote in the 

election, less likely or have no effect?

If Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (also known as "AOC") appealed to you and 

said that this is the most important election in history to vote in, would it 

make you more likely to vote in the election, less likely or have no effect?

32%

18%

50%

More likely

Less likely

Have no effect 30%

17%

53%

More likely

Less likely

Have no effect

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

More likely 27% 48% 22%

Less likely 22% 14% 18%

Have no effect 50% 38% 60%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

More likely 27% 45% 19%

Less likely 22% 15% 13%

Have no effect 52% 39% 68%
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MIDTERM MESSAGING



27

THE MOST EFFECTIVE DEM MESSAGES FOCUS ON COST OF LIVING AND 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS

MID0811DEM. On this page, you will see some messages Democrats might use in this election. For each one, tell us how believable it is and  how convincing it is to affect your vote.

[MESSAGE] How believable is this statement? |How convincing is this statement in affecting your vote?

69%

66%

65%

63%

63%

63%

62%

61%

57%

55%

62%

59%

61%

63%

57%

58%

62%

56%

53%

53%

Believable

Convincing

Trump’s runaway tariffs have increased the cost of living and made groceries and gasoline more expensive.

The Republicans are trying to restrict abortion and women’s rights and we need a Democratic Congress to 

protect them.

The cost of living is out of control, and Donald Trump is too busy off fighting foreign wars rather than 

tending to the American people.

Republicans passed the largest cut to food assistance and healthcare in American history to pass trillions in 

tax breaks for billionaires and massive corporations. Democrats are focused on programs and a safety net for 
the middle class while Republicans keep on giving to the wealthy.

We need to take back the country from Donald Trump and curb his power and the best way to do that is to 

vote for Democrats for Congress.

Republican control of Congress has made everyday life more expensive, threatened healthcare and given 

Donald Trump too much power. We need a Democratic Congress.

The Republicans want to cut healthcare and cut Medicaid and even weaken Medicare. Democrats will 

protect your healthcare.

We have to stop AI from making the billionaire tech companies richer at our expense while AI takes all of 

our jobs and the Democrats will stop AI centers from being built.

We need radical change as represented by the Democratic Socialists of America – let’s have Medicare for 

All, curb the power of the billionaires, end support for Israel and remake our and retake our country.

Unless we elect a Democratic Congress, this could be our last election because of the Republican assault on 

our constitutional and voting rights.

DEM Messaging – Total Believable/Convincing
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THE MOST EFFECTIVE DEM MESSAGES FOCUS ON COST OF LIVING AND 
INCLUDE DIRECT ATTACKS ON TRUMP

MID0811DEM. On this page, you will see some messages Democrats might use in this election. For each one, tell us how believable it is and  how convincing it is to affect your vote.

[MESSAGE] How believable is this statement? |How convincing is this statement in affecting your vote?

44%

41%

40%

40%

39%

38%

36%

31%

31%

30%

39%

38%

34%

33%

34%

37%

36%

31%

29%

28%

Very
Believable

Very
Convincing

Trump’s runaway tariffs have increased the cost of living and made groceries and gasoline more expensive.

The cost of living is out of control, and Donald Trump is too busy off fighting foreign wars rather than 

tending to the American people.

We need to take back the country from Donald Trump and curb his power and the best way to do that is to 

vote for Democrats for Congress.

The Republicans are trying to restrict abortion and women’s rights and we need a Democratic Congress to 

protect them.

Republican control of Congress has made everyday life more expensive, threatened healthcare and given 

Donald Trump too much power. We need a Democratic Congress.

Republicans passed the largest cut to food assistance and healthcare in American history to pass trillions in 

tax breaks for billionaires and massive corporations. Democrats are focused on programs and a safety net for 
the middle class while Republicans keep on giving to the wealthy.

The Republicans want to cut healthcare and cut Medicaid and even weaken Medicare. Democrats will 

protect your healthcare.

Unless we elect a Democratic Congress, this could be our last election because of the Republican assault on 

our constitutional and voting rights.

We have to stop AI from making the billionaire tech companies richer at our expense while AI takes all of 

our jobs and the Democrats will stop AI centers from being built.

We need radical change as represented by the Democratic Socialists of America – let’s have Medicare for 

All, curb the power of the billionaires, end support for Israel and remake our and retake our country.

DEM Messaging – Very Believable/Convincing 
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THE MOST BELIEVABLE GOP MESSAGES ATTACK DEMOCRATS OVER DEI, 
OPEN BORDERS, AND TAXES, WHILE ATTACKING DEMS ON THEIR TAX PLAN 
AND GOVERNMENT WASTE IS SEEN AS MOST CONVINCING.

MID0811GOP. On this page, you will see some messages Republicans might use in this election. For each one, tell us how believable it is a nd how convincing it is to affect your vote.

[MESSAGE] How believable is this statement? |How convincing is this statement in affecting your vote?

62%

59%

58%

57%

57%

57%

57%

57%

55%

55%

56%

56%

54%

53%

55%

54%

57%

57%

54%

53%

Believable

Convincing

GOP Messaging – Total Believable/Convincing
Democrats want to bring back Woke DEI policies that put race over merit and allow biological men to play in sports and allow trans 

surgeries on minors without parental consent. We have to stop these kinds of policies.

If you bring the Democrats back, you will be bringing back open borders, higher taxes, woke race and gender policies, and 
congressional gridlock dominated by impeachments and investigations.

We need to support the President and our country given the dangerous world we face.  The president works to prevent Iran from 
having a nuclear weapon, China from expanding its global control and Russia in its war in the Ukraine and the drug cartels on our 

borders. Democrats would block or undo all of these efforts.

Trump and Republican control of Congress restored the border, reduced crime, strengthened law enforcement, cut taxes and held the 
progressive left in check. A switch now would reverse those gains, and the country would spend two years in wasted gridlock and failed 

impeachment attempts.

The Democrats and the elites in this country have systematically made it hard for the working person and their families by giving the 
economy away to illegal immigrants and to foreign countries like Mexico and China. Only Trump and the Republicans have stood up 

against this, and stopped illegal immigration and put tariffs on foreign goods to encourage made in America.

Trump and the Republicans are not perfect, but they are better than the Democrats when it comes to the budget and the economy. 
Democratic control will just lead to runaway spending, more taxes and renewed inflation.

Republicans are trying to keep taxes low while Democrats are trying to raise taxes and they say it’s only for Billionaires, but then they 
wind up taxing us all.

The Democrats enacted massive government programs and that resulted in massive fraud in the hundreds of billions of dollars. Bring 
them back and they will do it again.

The Democrats are doing everything they can to reopen the border and again flood the country with illegals.

The left has taken over the Democratic party and voting for Democrats is handing power to the Democratic Socialists who are 
fundamentally antisemitic and anti-American. The DSA wants to end the U.S. Constitution as we know it, and all of the checks and 

balances on runaway government power.
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THE MOST BELIEVABLE GOP MESSAGES ATTACK DEMOCRATS OVER OPEN 
BORDERS, TAXES, AND DEI, WHILE ATTACKING DEMS ON THE BORDER 
AND BEING TOO FAR-LEFT IS SEEN AS MOST CONVINCING.

MID0811GOP. On this page, you will see some messages Republicans might use in this election. For each one, tell us how believable it is a nd how convincing it is to affect your vote.

[MESSAGE] How believable is this statement? |How convincing is this statement in affecting your vote?

36%

35%

35%

34%

33%

33%

33%

33%

33%

31%

32%

31%

31%

28%

32%

31%

32%

33%

32%

33%

Very
Believable

Very
Convincing

GOP Messaging – Very Believable/Convincing
If you bring the Democrats back, you will be bringing back open borders, higher taxes, woke race and gender policies, and 

congressional gridlock dominated by impeachments and investigations.

Democrats want to bring back Woke DEI policies that put race over merit and allow biological men to play in sports and allow trans 
surgeries on minors without parental consent. We have to stop these kinds of policies.

Trump and Republican control of Congress restored the border, reduced crime, strengthened law enforcement, cut taxes and held the 
progressive left in check. A switch now would reverse those gains, and the country would spend two years in wasted gridlock and failed 

impeachment attempts.

Trump and the Republicans are not perfect, but they are better than the Democrats when it comes to the budget and the economy. 
Democratic control will just lead to runaway spending, more taxes and renewed inflation.

The Democrats and the elites in this country have systematically made it hard for the working person and their families by giving the 
economy away to illegal immigrants and to foreign countries like Mexico and China. Only Trump and the Republicans have stood up 

against this, and stopped illegal immigration and put tariffs on foreign goods to encourage made in America.

We need to support the President and our country given the dangerous world we face.  The president works to prevent Iran from 
having a nuclear weapon, China from expanding its global control and Russia in its war in the Ukraine and the drug cartels on our 

borders. Democrats would block or undo all of these efforts.

The Democrats enacted massive government programs and that resulted in massive fraud in the hundreds of billions of dollars. Bring 
them back and they will do it again.

The Democrats are doing everything they can to reopen the border and again flood the country with illegals.

Republicans are trying to keep taxes low while Democrats are trying to raise taxes and they say it’s only for Billionaires, but then they 
wind up taxing us all.

The left has taken over the Democratic party and voting for Democrats is handing power to the Democratic Socialists who are 
fundamentally antisemitic and anti-American. The DSA wants to end the U.S. Constitution as we know it, and all of the checks and 

balances on runaway government power.
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HEARING GOP RESPONSES AFTER DEM MESSAGING EDGES VOTERS IN 
REPUBLICANS’ DIRECTION

CON2026B: If the congressional election were held today would you be more likely to vote for a Democrat or a Republican for Congress?

MID0824. Given these arguments, which candidate would you vote for in the midterm election...  

50%
50%

Democrat

Republican
48%

52%

Democrat

Republican

Pre-Messaging Horserace 

(Split Sample – Read DEM Messages First)

Post-DEM and GOP Messaging Horserace

(Split Sample – Read DEM Messages First)

Column % DEM GOP IND/OTH
Likely 

midterm 
voter

Democrat 98% 6% 51% 48%

Republican 2% 94% 49% 52%

Column % DEM GOP IND/OTH
Likely 

midterm 
voter

Democrat 96% 4% 48% 47%

Republican 4% 96% 52% 53%

Even GOP +4
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AFTER VOTERS HAVE HEARD FROM BOTH SIDES, THE GENERIC BALLOT 
ENDS WHERE IT STARTED

CON2026B: If the congressional election were held today would you be more likely to vote for a Democrat or a Republican for Congress?

MID0824. Given these arguments, which candidate would you vote for in the midterm election...  

Pre-Messaging Horserace 

(Combined)

Post-DEM and GOP Messaging Horserace 

(Combined)

51%
49%

Democrat

Republican

51%
49%

Democrat

Republican

Column % DEM GOP IND/OTH
Likely 

midterm 
voter

Democrat 97% 5% 54% 49%

Republican 3% 95% 46% 51%

Column % DEM GOP IND/OTH
Likely 

midterm 
voter

Democrat 95% 5% 55% 49%

Republican 5% 95% 45% 51%

Dem + 2 Dem + 2
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MIDTERM ISSUES
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VOTERS ARE DIVIDED ON WHETHER DEMS ARE BEING TAKEN OVER BY 
EXTREMISTS, BUT ARE SLIGHTLY LESS LIKELY TO BELIEVE REPUBLICANS 
ARE BEING CAPTURED BY THE FAR RIGHT

MID0813: Do you think the Democratic Party is being taken over by the far left now or is that being exaggerated?

MID0814: Do you think the Republican Party is being taken over by the far right or is that being exaggerated?

Do you think the Democratic Party is being taken over by the far left now 

or is that being exaggerated?

Do you think the Republican Party is being taken over by the far right or is 

that being exaggerated?

51%
49%

Being taken over by

the far left

That view is
exaggerated

45%

55%

Being taken over by

the far right

That view is
exaggerated

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Being taken over by the far left 74% 32% 45%

That view is exaggerated 26% 68% 55%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Being taken over by the far right 28% 65% 43%

That view is exaggerated 72% 35% 57%



35

VOTERS BLAME THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION OVER BIDEN FOR 
INFLATION, AND ARE MORE CONCERNED WITH PEOPLE COMMITTING 
FRAUD THAN THE RICHEST GETTING MORE AND MORE

MID0815: Who is more responsible for inflation over the last few years - the Biden administration and its massive government spending or the Trump administration and its tariffs?

MID0816: Which is more of a concern to you - the richest getting more and more or people who are committing fraud and getting government payments they don't deserve?

Who is more responsible for inflation over the last few years - the Biden 

administration and its massive government spending or the Trump 

administration and its tariffs?

Which is more of a concern to you - the richest getting more and more or 

people who are committing fraud and getting government payments they 

don't deserve?

45%

55%

Biden admin

Trump admin 44%

56%

Rich getting more

People who are
committing fraud and
getting payments they
don't deserve

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Biden admin 60% 30% 46%

Trump admin 40% 70% 54%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Rich getting more 27% 62% 44%

People who are committing fraud and 

getting payments they don't deserve
73% 38% 56%
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VOTERS ARE UNITED ACROSS PARTY LINES THAT BOTH DEMOCRATS AND 
REPUBLICANS SHOULD REJECT EXTREMISTS LIKE PIKER AND OWENS

MID0817: Do you think that the Democratic Party should embrace or reject people like Hasan Piker who have said things like America deserved 9/11?

MID0818: Do you think that the Republican Party should embrace or reject people like Candace Owens who have said things like the Jews are behind everything?

Do you think that the Democratic Party should embrace or reject people 

like Hasan Piker who have said things like America deserved 9/11?

Do you think that the Republican Party should embrace or reject people 

like Candace Owens who have said things like the Jews are behind 

everything?

23%

77%

Embrace Reject

25%

75%

Embrace Reject

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Embrace 21% 28% 20%

Reject 79% 72% 80%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Embrace 27% 24% 24%

Reject 73% 76% 76%
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VOTERS SEE AI AS AN ECONOMIC PROBLEM RATHER THAN A 
SOLUTION AND BELIEVE IT WILL LEAD TO MASS UNEMPLOYMENT

MID0819: Do you think AI is more of a problem for our economy or more of an answer to the problems of our economy?

MID0820: Some say that AI will create tens of millions of unemployed people in the coming years. Others say that AI will create massive new jobs and create new economic growth and enhance prosperity. Which is closer to your view?

Do you think AI is more of a problem for our economy or more of an 

answer to the problems of our economy?

Some say that AI will create tens of millions of unemployed people in the 

coming years. Others say that AI will create massive new jobs and create 

new economic growth and enhance prosperity. Which is closer to your 

view?

56%

44%

A problem

An answer to our
problems

58%

42%

Tens of millions of
unemployed

Massive new jobs
and economic
growth

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

More of a problem 45% 63% 63%

More of an answer to our 

problems
55% 37% 37%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Will create tens of millions of 

unemployed
49% 64% 63%

Will create massive new jobs and 

economic growth
51% 36% 37%
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A PLURALITY RELY ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR POLITICAL NEWS, EVEN AS 
VOTERS ARE CONCERNED SOCIAL MEDIA IS BEING MANIPULATED

MID0821: For your information on politics, do you rely more on cable tv news, network news and information, newspapers, or social medi a sites?

MID0822: Do you think that social media is being manipulated by foreign powers to affect our elections or is that not the case?

For your information on politics, do you rely more on cable tv news, 

network news and information, newspapers, or social media sites?

Do you think that social media is being manipulated by foreign powers to 

affect our elections or is that not the case?

23%

31%

9%

38%

Cable TV

Network News

Newspapers

Social Media

55%

45%

Being manipulated

That's not the case

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Cable TV 23% 23% 22%

Network News 34% 33% 26%

Newspapers 7% 10% 10%

Social Media 36% 35% 43%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Being manipulated 60% 46% 57%

That's not the case 40% 54% 43%
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VOTERS BELIEVE THE ECONOMY IS MOSTLY DUE TO TRUMP’S POLICIES, 
AND ARE DIVIDED ON WHETHER IT IS WORSE THAN IT WAS UNDER BIDEN

TE0101: Do you think the current state of the economy is mostly due to the policies of the Biden administration or the Trump administ ration?

TE0102: Is the economy today better or worse than it was when Biden was president?

Do you think the current state of the economy is mostly due to the 

policies of the Biden administration or the Trump administration?

Is the economy today better or worse than it was when Biden was 

president?

45%

55%

Biden

administration

Trump
administration

50%
50%

Better than it was

under Biden

Worse than it was
under Biden

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Mostly due to Biden 

administration
67% 28% 40%

Mostly due to Trump 

administration
33% 72% 60%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Better than it was under Biden 65% 35% 49%

Worse than it was under Biden 35% 65% 51%

July: 43%
July: 50%
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TRUMP PERFORMANCE
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Column % DEM GOP IND/OTH

Lowering prescription drug prices for Medicare recipients and low-income patients. 83% 86% 84%

Deporting immigrants who are here illegally and have committed crimes. 63% 83% 77%

Requiring proof of citizenship and photo ID to register and vote in federal elections. 52% 85% 72%

Pressuring the Federal Reserve to lower interest rates 57% 76% 65%

Eliminating all preferences by race in the hiring and awarding of government contracts. 52% 76% 66%

Making GLP1s more affordable and accessible by making the treatments available at a discount through TrumpRx.gov website, 
dropping monthly costs from over $1000 to under $350, and making them available to Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries

60% 70% 62%

Banning men who have undergone operations and hormones to become women from girls' sports. 43% 79% 69%

Declaring that there are only two genders male and female in all government forms and programs. 41% 81% 63%

Trump Accounts which are tax-advantaged investment accounts for children under 18 that give babies born from 2025 to 2028 a 
$1,000 government seed deposit invested in low-cost S&P 500 index funds

44% 77% 59%

Placing reciprocal tariffs on countries that have tariffs on U.S. goods 43% 79% 55%

Eliminating mail-in voting except for military members and people with illness, disability, or travel. 30% 72% 47%

Allowing federal immigration authorities to access information on low-income families, including sharing personal data from Medicaid and SNAP 
recipients, and tax statements filed by immigrants, with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the Immigration and Customs Enforcement

32% 69% 43%

Placing a 15% tariff on imports from all countries 21% 62% 37%

LOWERING DRUG PRICES, DEPORTING CRIMINAL ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS, 
AND REQUIRING PHOTO ID TO VOTE ARE MOST POPULAR POLICIES TESTED

DJT08: Do you support or oppose each of these policies:

84%

74%

70%

66%

65%

64%

64%

62%

60%

60%

50%

48%

40%

16%

26%

30%

34%

35%

36%

36%

38%

40%

40%

50%

52%

60%

Support Oppose

% Support by Political Party
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3 IN 5 VOTERS PRIORITIZE KEEPING PRICES LOW OVER PROTECTING 
JOBS, AND WANT TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH CANADA

QCA1: Which of the following is more important right now?

QCA2: Which of the following is more important right now?

Which of the following is more important right now? Which of the following is more important right now?

40%

60%

Protecting U.S.

industries and jobs

Keeping prices lower
for consumers

58%

42%

Maintaining a

positive U.S.-Canada
relationship and our

close alliance

Cracking down on
any trade imbalance
between the U.S.
and Canada and
protecting American

jobs

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Protecting U.S. industries and 

jobs
49% 29% 41%

Keeping prices lower for 

consumers
51% 71% 59%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Maintaining a positive U.S.-Canada 

relationship and our close alliance
42% 74% 59%

Cracking down on any trade imbalance 

between the U.S. and Canada and 
protecting American jobs

58% 26% 41%
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VOTERS ARE SPLIT ON TRUMP’S TRADE POLICY’S IMPACT ON AMERICA’S 
REPUTATION. 63% HAVE HEARD ABOUT THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH CANADA

QCA3: Do you think that President Trump's trade policy is making the U.S. more respected and trusted by other countries or is it making the U.S. more alienated and isolated?

QCA4: How much have you seen, read, or heard about U.S. trade negotiations with Canada?

Do you think that President Trump's trade policy is making the U.S. more 

respected and trusted by other countries or is it making the U.S. more 

alienated and isolated?

How much have you seen, read, or heard about U.S. trade negotiations 

with Canada?

52%
48%

Respected and

trusted

Alienated and
isolated

23%

40%

24%

12%

A lot

Some

Not too much

Nothing at all

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Making the U.S. more respected 

and trusted
66% 40% 48%

Making the U.S. more alienated 

and isolated
34% 60% 52%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

A lot 29% 27% 14%

Some 43% 38% 40%

Not too much 21% 25% 26%

Nothing at all 8% 10% 20%

63%
Heard a lot/ some
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AROUND TWO-THIRDS OF VOTERS FEEL U.S.-CANADA TRADE IS 
MOSTLY FAIR, BUT BELIEVE THEY SHOULD REACH A NEW TRADE DEAL

QCA5: Do you think Canada is taking advantage of the U.S. in our trade relations or is our trade with Canada mostly fair?

QCA6: Do you think the U.S. and Canada should reach a new trade agreement or do they not need a new trade agreement?

Do you think Canada is taking advantage of the U.S. in our trade relations 

or is our trade with Canada mostly fair?

Do you think the U.S. and Canada should reach a new trade agreement or 

do they not need a new trade agreement?

36%

64%

Canada is taking
advantage of the

U.S.

Our trade with
Canada is mostly fair

67%

33%

Reach a new trade

agreement

Do not need a new
trade agreement

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Heard about 

trade 
negotiations

Not heard

Canada is taking 
advantage of the U.S.

58% 18% 30% 39% 31%

Our trade with Canada is 
mostly fair

42% 82% 70% 61% 69%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Heard about 

trade 
negotiations

Not heard

Reach a new trade 
agreement

78% 56% 67% 71% 61%

Do not need a new trade 
agreement

22% 44% 33% 29% 39%
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MOST VOTERS BLAME THE U.S. FOR THE BREAKDOWN IN TRADE 
TALKS AND DO NOT THINK A 50% TARIFF ON CANADA IS JUSTIFIED

QCA7: Who do you think is more responsible for the breakdown in trade negotiations that happened last week?

QCA8: Do you think the U.S. is justified or not justified in imposing 50% tariffs on $28 billion of Canadian goods after negotiations broke down?

Who do you think is more responsible for the breakdown in trade 

negotiations that happened last week?

Do you think the U.S. is justified or not justified in imposing 50% tariffs on 

$28 billion of Canadian goods after negotiations broke down?

68%

32%

The U.S. Canada

45%

55%

Justified

Not justified

GOP DEM IND/OTH
Heard about 

trade 
negotiations

Not heard

The U.S. 47% 86% 72% 69% 67%

Canada 53% 14% 28% 31% 33%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Heard about 

trade 
negotiations

Not heard

Justified 70% 24% 40% 48% 40%

Not justified 30% 76% 60% 52% 60%
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3 IN 5 SAY CANADA’S RETALIATORY 50% TARIFFS ARE A REASONABLE 
RESPONSE, AND THAT TARIFFS ON CANADIAN GOODS WILL CAUSE 
PRICES TO RISE

QCA9: Do you think Canada's matching 50% tariffs on $28 billion of American goods is a reasonable response or an unjustified escalation?

QCA10: Do you think that the 50% tariffs on $28 billion of Canadian goods will...

Do you think Canada's matching 50% tariffs on $28 billion of American 

goods is a reasonable response or an unjustified escalation?

Do you think that the 50% tariffs on $28 billion of Canadian goods will...

59%

41%

Reasonable

response

Unjustified
escalation

62%

28%

10%

Raise prices

Have no impact on prices

Lower prices

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Heard about 

trade 
negotiations

Not heard

Reasonable response 53% 63% 61% 61% 55%

Unjustified escalation 47% 37% 39% 39% 45%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Heard about 

trade 
negotiations

Not heard

Raise prices 56% 67% 63% 64% 58%

Have no impact on 

prices
33% 24% 27% 28% 29%

Lower prices 11% 9% 10% 8% 13%



48

REPUBLICANS EXPECT TARIFFS TO FORCE A DEAL WHILE DEMOCRATS 
EXPECT WORSE RELATIONS. MOST OPPOSE RENAMING LAKE ONTARIO

QCA11: Do you think the 50% tariffs on $28 billion of Canadian goods will bring them back to the negotiating table and result in a deal on better terms for the U.S. or will it worsen relations without getting us any closer to a deal?

QCA12: Do you support or oppose changing the name of Lake Ontario, which sits on the border between the U.S. and Canada, to "Lake America"?

Do you think the 50% tariffs on $28 billion of Canadian goods will bring 

them back to the negotiating table and result in a deal on better terms for 

the U.S. or will it worsen relations without getting us any closer to a deal?

Do you support or oppose changing the name of Lake Ontario, which sits 

on the border between the U.S. and Canada, to "Lake America"?

47%
53%

Result in a deal on
better terms for the

U.S.

Not get us any
closer to a deal

32%

68%
Support Oppose

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Heard about 

trade 
negotiations

Not heard

Will result in a deal on 

better terms for the U.S.
66% 33% 42% 49% 45%

Will not get us any closer 

to a deal
34% 67% 58% 51% 55%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Heard about 

trade 
negotiations

Not heard

Support 51% 20% 24% 36% 24%

Oppose 49% 80% 76% 64% 76%
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ISRAEL
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7 IN 10 VOTERS SUPPORT ISRAEL OVER HAMAS IN THE CONFLICT, 
INCLUDING MAJORITIES ACROSS THE PARTISAN SPECTRUM

ISR1203: In the Israel-Hamas conflict do you support more Israel or more Hamas?

In the Israel-Hamas conflict do you support more Israel or more Hamas?

70%

30%

Israel Hamas

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Israel 84% 57% 68%

Hamas 16% 43% 32%

Column % 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

Israel 46% 59% 64% 75% 76% 84%

Hamas 54% 41% 36% 25% 24% 16%

July: 73%
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THREE-QUARTERS OF VOTERS SAY THERE ARE TERRORIST GROUPS ON 
ISRAEL'S BORDERS

ISR0402: Would you say that today there are terrorist groups on the borders of Israel, including Hamas and Hezbollah, or is that not the case?

Would you say that today there are terrorist groups on the borders of 

Israel, including Hamas and Hezbollah, or is that not the case?

76%

24%

Terrorist groups on
Israel's borders

No terrorist groups
on Israel's borders

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

There are terrorist groups on 
Israel's borders

82% 70% 75%

There are no terrorist groups 
on Israel's borders

18% 30% 25%

Column % 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

There are terrorist groups 
on Israel's borders

61% 66% 70% 76% 80% 89%

There are no terrorist 
groups on Israel's borders

39% 34% 30% 24% 20% 11%

July: 77%
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VOTERS LEAN TOWARDS SAYING THESE GROUPS ARE TRYING TO 
DESTROY ISRAEL OVER FIGHTING FOR RIGHTS

ISR0403: Do you think those groups are trying to destroy Israel, are they fighting just to have more rights in their territory, or are  they fighting to expand their territory?

Do you think those groups are trying to destroy Israel, are they fighting 

just to have more rights in their territory, or are they fighting to expand 

their territory?

42%

36%

23%

Trying to destroy Israel

Fighting just to have
more rights in their
territory

They are trying to expand
their territory

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Trying to destroy Israel 55% 29% 40%

Fighting just to have more 
rights in their territory

24% 48% 36%

They are trying to expand their 
territory

21% 23% 24%

Column % 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

Trying to destroy 

Israel
26% 33% 37% 38% 48% 56%

Fighting just to have 

more rights in their 
territory

44% 41% 44% 38% 28% 27%

They are trying to 

expand their territory
30% 27% 19% 23% 24% 17%

July: 33%

July: 43%
July: 23%
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A STRONG MAJORITY AGREE HEZBOLLAH SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO 
DISARM AS PART OF A LONG-TERM PEACE AGREEMENT

ISR0406: Should Hezbollah be required to disarm or not be required to disarm as part of a long-term peace agreement between Israel and Lebanon?

Should Hezbollah be required to disarm or not be required to disarm as 

part of a long-term peace agreement between Israel and Lebanon?

72%

28%

Be required to
disarm

Not be required to
disarm

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Hezbollah should be 
required to disarm

80% 64% 70%

Hezbollah should not 
be required to disarm

20% 36% 30%

Column % 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

Hezbollah should 
be required to 
disarm

51% 61% 65% 73% 76% 87%

Hezbollah should 
not be required to 
disarm

49% 39% 35% 27% 24% 13%

July: 70%
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74%

26%

Yes No

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Yes 82% 69% 72%

No 18% 31% 28%

STRONG MAJORITIES IN EVERY PARTY SAY ISRAEL HAS A RIGHT TO 
EXIST AS THE HOMELAND OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE

ISR0601: Do you think Israel has a right to exist as the homeland of the Jewish People or not?

Do you think Israel has a right to exist as the homeland of the 

Jewish People or not?

Column % 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

Yes 51% 56% 68% 77% 82% 93%

No 49% 44% 32% 23% 18% 7%
July: 76%



55

54%

46%

Israel should be defined

as a Jewish state

Israel should be a state
without an official
religious or ethnic
identity

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

…be defined as a Jewish state 69% 46% 47%

…be a state without an official 
religious or ethnic identity

31% 54% 53%

Thinking about Israel's political character, which comes 

closest to your view?

Column % 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

…be defined as a Jewish state 46% 49% 48% 59% 58% 59%

…be a state without an 
official religious or ethnic 
identity

54% 51% 52% 41% 42% 41%

VOTERS ARE MORE DIVIDED ON WHETHER ISRAEL SHOULD BE A JEWISH 
STATE OR NOT HAVE AN OFFICIAL RELIGIOUS OR ETHNIC IDENTITY

ISR0602: Thinking about Israel's political character, which comes closest to your view?
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MOST VOTERS ARE FOLLOWING THE U.S.-IRAN CONFLICT, AND A 2 IN 5 
PLURALITY SAY THE U.S. IS WINNING, WHILE 3 IN 10 SAY NEITHER ARE

IRAN0401: How closely have you been following developments in the conflict between the United States and Iran?

IRAN0402X: Who do you think is winning the conflict at this stage - the United States or Iran?

How closely have you been following developments in the conflict 

between the United States and Iran?

Who do you think is winning the conflict at this stage - the United 

States or Iran?

25%

40%

23%

11%

Very closely

Somewhat closely

Not very closely

Not at all

43%

13%

29%

14%

United States

Iran

Neither

Unsure/ Don't Know

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Very closely 30% 25% 19%

Somewhat closely 43% 40% 38%

Not very closely 19% 25% 26%

Not at all 8% 9% 17%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Following Iran 

closely
Not following 

closely

United States 66% 27% 35% 51% 29%

Iran 6% 23% 11% 16% 9%

Neither 19% 34% 35% 28% 32%

Unsure/ Don't Know 9% 15% 19% 5% 30%

65%
Very/somewhat closely

July: 69%
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MOST VOTERS SAY IRAN IS BUYING TIME RATHER THAN NEGOTIATING 
SERIOUSLY, AND THAT IRAN SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO CONTROL THE 
STRAIT

IRAN0501: Do you think that the Iranians are serious in their negotiations or are they just working to buy time?

IRAN0608: Iran is attempting to control all of the shipping through the Strait of Hormuz, an international waterway. Should Iran be allowed to control that waterway or not allowed to control it?

Do you think that the Iranians are serious in their negotiations or are 

they just working to buy time?

Iran is attempting to control all of the shipping through the Strait of 

Hormuz, an international waterway. Should Iran be allowed to control 

that waterway or not allowed to control it?

35%

65%
Serious

Working to buy time
31%

69%Allowed

Not allowed

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Following 

Iran closely

Not 
following 

closely

Serious 31% 44% 30% 37% 30%

Working to buy time 69% 56% 70% 63% 70%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Following 

Iran closely

Not 
following 

closely

Allowed 27% 38% 28% 36% 21%

Not allowed 73% 62% 72% 64% 79%

July: 68%
July: 70%
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STRONG MAJORITIES FAVOR FORCE, SANCTIONS, AND BLOCKADES 
OVER LETTING IRAN CONTROL THE STRAIT, AND AGREE IT’S A 
SECURITY PRIORITY

IRAN0609: Should the U.S. resume the use of force, sanctions and blockades if Iran does not give up control of the Strait or should the US allow Iran to control the Strait?

IRAN0801: Do you think keeping the Strait of Hormuz open to international shipping is an important national security interest for the U nited States, or not?

Should the U.S. resume the use of force, sanctions and blockades if Iran 

does not give up control of the Strait or should the US allow Iran to 

control the Strait?

Do you think keeping the Strait of Hormuz open to international shipping 

is an important national security interest for the United States, or not?

72%

28%

Resume use of
force, sanctions and

blockades

Allow Iran to control
the Strait

79%

21%

Yes, it is an
important national

security interest

No, it is not an
important national
security interest

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Following Iran 

closely
Not following 

closely

Resume use of force, 
sanctions and 
blockades

88% 58% 69% 73% 71%

Allow Iran to control 
the Strait

12% 42% 31% 27% 29%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Following Iran 

closely
Not following 

closely

Yes, it is important 88% 72% 76% 82% 73%

No, it is not 12% 28% 24% 18% 27%

July: 73%
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MOST SAY IRAN'S ATTACKS JUSTIFIED A U.S. MILITARY RESPONSE, BUT 
LESS THAN HALF ARE CONFIDENT TRUMP WILL BE ABLE TO RE-OPEN 
THE STRAIGHT WITHOUT FORCE

IRAN0610: Did Iran's firing on commercial ships crossing the Strait justify a U.S. military response or not justify it?

IRAN0802: How confident are you that President Trump will be able to negotiate the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz without further mi litary action?

Did Iran's firing on commercial ships crossing the Strait justify a U.S.

military response or not justify it?

How confident are you that President Trump will be able to negotiate the 

reopening of the Strait of Hormuz without further military action?

63%

37%

Justify it

Not justify

20%

27%

26%

27%

Very confident

Somewhat confident

Not very confident

Not confident at all

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Following 

Iran closely

Not 
following 

closely

Justify it 76% 50% 62% 69% 52%

Not justify 24% 50% 38% 31% 48%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Following 

Iran closely

Not 
following 

closely

Very confident 38% 10% 12% 26% 11%

Somewhat 
confident

30% 19% 31% 26% 29%

Not very confident 22% 25% 29% 24% 29%

Not confident at all 10% 46% 28% 25% 31%

47%
Very/somewhat 
confident

July: 61%
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A SMALL MAJORITY SEE TRUMP'S IRAN APPROACH AS ESCALATORY 
AND THINK TRUMP SHOULD BE WILLING TO COMPROMISE

IRAN0803: Which of the following comes closer to your view of President Trump's handling of the Strait of Hormuz?

IRAN0805: Which comes closer to your view of how President Trump should negotiate with Iran?

Which of the following comes closer to your view of President Trump's 

handling of the Strait of Hormuz?

Which comes closer to your view of how President Trump should 

negotiate with Iran?

43%

57%

Military and
economic pressure
is bringing Iran

closer to an
agreement

Approach is
increasing the risk of
a longer and wider
conflict

47%
53%

Hold firm and be

willing to let

negotiations
continue until Iran
accepts better terms

Be willing to
compromise and
take a partial victory
if it reduces the risk
of further conflict

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Following 

Iran closely
Not following 

closely

…bringing Iran closer to 
an agreement

69% 22% 37% 46% 37%

…increasing the risk of a 
longer and wider 
conflict

31% 78% 63% 54% 63%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Following 

Iran closely
Not following 

closely

Trump should hold firm… 67% 28% 43% 48% 43%

Trump should be willing to 
compromise…

33% 72% 57% 52% 57%



62

MOST VOTERS EXPECT SOME CHANCE OF AN IRANIAN UPRISING SOON. 
A PLURALITY SAY THEY ARE MORE LIKELY TO VOTE DEM IN THE 
MIDTERMS BECAUSE OF TRUMP’S HANDLING OF IRAN

IRAN0826: How likely do you think the current economic and military pressure by the United States on the Iranian regime is to lead to a n uprising of the Iranian people in the next 6 months?

IRAN0421: In general, do you think how the President is handling Iran makes you…?

How likely do you think the current economic and military pressure by 

the United States on the Iranian regime is to lead to an uprising of the 

Iranian people in the next 6 months?

In general, do you think how the President is handling Iran makes you…?

25%

41%

20%

14%

Very likely

Somewhat likely

Somewhat unlikely

Not at all likely

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Following 

Iran 
closely

Not 
following 

closely

Very likely 31% 27% 16% 29% 17%

Somewhat likely 46% 35% 43% 41% 42%

Somewhat unlikely 15% 22% 24% 19% 23%

Not at all likely 8% 16% 17% 12% 17%

39%

35%

26%

More likely to vote
Democrat in the upcoming
midterm elections

More likely to vote
Republican in the
upcoming midterm
elections

Does not have an effect

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH
Following 

Iran closely

Not 
following 

closely

More likely to vote Democrat 13% 72% 34% 41% 35%

More likely to vote 
Republican

66% 14% 24% 40% 25%

Does not have an effect 20% 15% 43% 18% 40%

66%
Very/somewhat likely

July: 34%

July: 41%

July: 25%
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REPUBLICANS SUPPORT TRUMP’S HANDLING OF THE IRAN CONFLICT 
WHILE DEMOCRATS OVERWHELMINGLY OPPOSE IT

IRAN0320: Do you support or oppose Donald Trump’s handling of the Iran conflict so far?

Do you support or oppose Donald Trump’s handling of the Iran conflict so 

far?

47%
53%Support Oppose Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Following 
Iran closely

Not 
following 

closely

Support 80% 21% 38% 53% 37%

Oppose 20% 79% 62% 47% 63%July: 51%
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VOTERS OPPOSE TRUMP’S HANDLING OF UKRAINE, AND A PLURALITY 
ARE MORE LIKELY TO VOTE DEM IN THE MIDTERMS BECAUSE OF IT

UKR0801: Do you support or oppose Donald Trump's handling of the Russia-Ukraine conflict so far?

UKR0802: Has President Trump's handling of the war in Ukraine made you more likely to vote for a Republican in the upcoming midterm el ections, more likely to vote for a Democrat, or has it had no effect on your vote?

Do you support or oppose Donald Trump's handling of the Russia-

Ukraine conflict so far?

Has President Trump's handling of the war in Ukraine made you more 

likely to vote for a Republican in the upcoming midterm elections, more 

likely to vote for a Democrat, or has it had no effect on your vote?

46%

54%Support Oppose

33%

40%

27%

More likely to vote
Republican

More likely to vote
Democrat

Has had no effect on
my vote

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

Support 79% 19% 38%

Oppose 21% 81% 62%

Column % GOP DEM IND/OTH

More likely to vote 

Republican
66% 9% 20%

More likely to vote Democrat 9% 78% 34%

Has had no effect on my vote 25% 13% 46%
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2028 PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES
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32%

36%

18%

14%

A lot

Some

Not much

None at all

How much thought have you given to the 2028 
presidential election, if any?

OVER TWO-THIRDS SAY THEY HAVE GIVEN AT LEAST SOME THOUGHT 
TO THE UPCOMING 2028 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

PF0109: How much thought have you given to the 2028 presidential election, if any?

Column % DEM GOP IND/OTH

A lot 37% 39% 19%

Some 38% 37% 33%

Not much 16% 16% 23%

None at all 9% 8% 24%

68% A lot + 
some

July: 68%
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42%

18%

9%

9%

7%

7%

4%

3%

Kamala Harris

Gavin Newsom

Pete Buttigieg

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

Jon Ossoff*

Josh Shapiro

J.B. Pritzker

Someone else

Who would you favor to be the next Democratic candidate for 
president:

Among Democrats

HARRIS EXTENDS HER LEAD AS THE PREFERRED NOMINEE AMONG 
DEMOCRATS

PF0107: Who would you favor to be the next Democratic candidate for president: 

Column % White Black or AA Hispanic Asian

Kamala Harris 36% 60% 44% 28%

Gavin Newsom 17% 14% 24% 26%

Pete Buttigieg 12% 4% 6% 14%

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 9% 6% 10% 21%

Jon Ossoff 9% 4% 4% 5%

Josh Shapiro 8% 7% 4% 0%

J.B. Pritzker 4% 4% 5% 8%

Someone else 4% 1% 3% 0%

+5

-6

Only changes 2 percentage points or greater shown

*Jon Ossoff new this month

-2

-2
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VANCE’S LEAD SOLIDIFIES AMONG REPUBLICANS AS THEIR NEXT 
NOMINEE

PF0108: Who do you favor to be the next Republican candidate for president:

44%

21%

18%

7%

3%

3%

3%

J.D. Vance

Marco Rubio

Don Trump Jr.

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

Someone else

Tucker Carlson

Nikki Haley

Who do you favor to be the next Republican candidate for 
president:

Among Republicans

Column % HS or less
Some college or 

training but no 4-
year degree

College graduate
Completed 

graduate school

J.D. Vance 44% 48% 45% 31%

Marco Rubio 17% 22% 23% 26%

Don Trump Jr. 23% 13% 16% 26%

Robert F. 
Kennedy, Jr.

11% 6% 6% 7%

Someone else 2% 5% 5% 1%

Tucker Carlson 3% 4% 3% 4%

Nikki Haley 1% 4% 3% 5%

+2

-3

Only changes 2 percentage points or greater shown
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