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Hello Lions, 
I hope each of you has enjoyed a wonderful and restful 
summer. As we prepare for the back-to-school season 
and all the energy that comes with it, I want to share 
how excited I am for this new Lions year. I just returned 
from a life-changing experience at my first-ever Lions 
International Convention in Orlando—and I’m more in-
spired than ever. 
An Incredible First Day at Convention                                                                                                                    
The energy kicked off the moment we arrived! On day 
one, I had the honor of helping as a District Governor 
on the ground, supporting various events and assisting 
wherever needed. One of the highlights was live-
streaming the Parade of Nations—a spectacular cele-
bration of our global unity in service. 
As part of our coverage, we had the incredible oppor-
tunity to interview Lions from across our multiple and 
from around the world. Their stories, passion, and di-
verse perspectives were energizing. Being in the pa-
rade myself was a thrill I’ll never forget—marching 
alongside Lions from every corner of the globe, united 
under our shared mission to serve. 
It was a powerful reminder that while we serve locally, 
we are part of something truly international.                                                                                                                                               
A Life-Changing Convention in Orlando                                                                                                          
Attending the International Convention was nothing 
short of extraordinary. It was powerful to see so many 
Lions from our district, our multiple, and around the 
globe come together in one place. 
One moment that stood out was hearing Olympic cham-
pion Michael Phelps speak about his mental health 
journey. It was deeply moving and reminded me how 
vital our work in service truly is. 
Early mornings securing good seats with our Executive 
Secretary Cindy, attending workshops, and being invit-
ed to the German Delegation’s celebration by my new 
friend DG Martin made the trip unforgettable. Their hos-
pitality and energy were a highlight of the convention.                                                                                                                       
Honoring Lion Dave Shofner                                                                                                                                     
While in Orlando, I was given the honor of awarding the 
President’s Certificate of Appreciation—one of the top 
four honors in Lions International. I was asked to 
choose a deserving Lion who was present at the con-
vention, and the first person who came to mind was 
Dave Shofner.                                                                                                             
For 24 years, Dave has demonstrated unwavering dedi-
cation and passion, especially through his leadership 
with Project New Hope, serving veterans in need of 
support and connection. It was an absolute privilege to 
recognize him in this way.                                                                                         

 
A Memorable Surprise and a Moment of Purpose                                                                                 
During a Mission 1.5 training attended by all of our ex-
ecutive officers, I won an iPad—a fun and useful sur-
prise that I plan to use throughout my year as District 
Governor. 
But the most meaningful part of the convention came 
during the final plenary session. I was honored to be 
asked by International President A.P. Singh to join his 
Team AP demonstration and to take my Oath of Office 
as District Governor during the same session in which 
he was installed. That moment will stay with me for the 
rest of my life. 
Another unforgettable highlight: having Past Interna-
tional President Brian Sheehan—or as we know him, 
just Brian—personally pull my elect ribbon. A true hon-
or.                                                                                     
This Year’s Theme: Lead to Serve, Serve to Lead 
President Singh’s message for the year is one that res-
onates deeply: Leadership is not about titles or recog-
nition—it’s about action, service, and humility. He re-
minded us that the highest position in Lions is not In-
ternational President. It is Lion. That title belongs to 
each of us, and it binds us together in service. 
A Simple Challenge: End the Year with a Plus One                                                                 
President Singh also gave us a clear challenge: that 
each club finishes the year with at least one additional 
member. 
This is achievable—especially when we make that per-
sonal connection. Think of the people in your life with a 
heart for service. Learn what they’re passionate about. 
Then show them how Lions are already doing that 
work. As one of my favorite sayings goes, “Anything 
you’re passionate about—Lions do that.”                                                                   
Thank You, Lions 
Thank you for all the incredible work you’ve done—and 
all you will continue to do this year. We are stronger 
together, and I’m here to support you every step of the 
way. If you have questions, ideas, or just want to con-
nect, please reach out. 
In Service and Gratitude, 
 
Zach Wosmek 
District Governor - District 5M8 
(320) 905-7803 // Cell 
……………………………………………………….. 
 
 



2025-2026 Leadership                          
InternaƟonal & District 





2025-2026 5M8  District Governor Contest 



1st  Vice District Governor Diann 

 

Hello District 5M8 Lions, 
 
As we embrace the Midsummer season, families are preparing to send their children back to school, and we are 
gearing up to serve our communiƟes with renewed energy. With the 2025-2026 year underway, our new leaders 
are installed and ready to lead us into a season of impacƞul service. The InternaƟonal ConvenƟon was a resound-
ing success, highlighted by a vibrant InternaƟonal Parade showcasing beauƟful costumes from around the world. 
We are inspired by InternaƟonal President A.P. Singh's moƩo, “Lead to Serve, Serve to Lead,” and look forward 
to a year of excepƟonal leadership. 
CongratulaƟons to Lion Dave Shofner of the Avon Hills Lions Club, who was honored with the InternaƟonal Presi-
dent's CerƟficate of AppreciaƟon on July 16, 2025, at the InternaƟonal ConvenƟon in Orlando, FL. We are incredi-
bly proud of your achievement, Lion Dave! 
The 5M8 District will be hosƟng a Zone Chair Training, and I am eager to join this exciƟng learning journey. With 
several new Zone Chairs, I look forward to witnessing the fun events across the various Zones. While change can 
be challenging, it is essenƟal for growth. 
Recently, my husband Bob and I enjoyed a motorcycle adventure to the Lincoln Scandia Lions Club for breakfast. 
It was a delighƞul ride and a wonderful opportunity to connect with fellow Lions and learn about the club's inter-
ests and needs. AddiƟonally, I aƩended the Hamel Rodeo with my three granddaughters to support the MN Li-
ons Childhood Cancer FoundaƟon, which was an exhilaraƟng event. 
We are thrilled that Lion Bob Thompson successfully delivered 100,000 pairs of glasses to Rosholt, WI. This re-
markable service effort involved gathering and processing these glasses, and we applaud Lions Bob, Teddi, the 
Pine City Lions, and all in 5M8 who contributed. Thank you for your SERVICE, exemplifying the spirit of "Lead to 
Serve, Serve to Lead." 
I am excited to welcome the newest Lions Club in the 5M8 District, the “Stearns County Heartland Champions 
Lions Club.” Please mark your calendars for the Charter CelebraƟon on Sunday, September 28, 2025, at Rich-
mond Lions Community Park, Richmond, MN. The event will feature IPP Brian Sheehan as the keynote speaker, 
along with fun acƟviƟes like Yard Jenga, Corn Hole, Bocce Ball, and face painƟng. Join us for the FUN! 
The 5M8 Mini Forum and Awards Banquet will be held at Jack & Jim’s Event Center, Duelm, MN on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 7, 2025 Social 5:30 PM Dinner 6:30 PM program to follow. As October is First Responder/EMT/Fire Fighter 
Month we have a speaker who will warm your heart.  Please plan to aƩend this fun event the registraƟon form is 
in the newsleƩer.  
As I plan to visit your clubs to cheer on your wonderful SERVICE projects, please let me know about any upcom-
ing projects your club is hosƟng. I look forward to hearing from you. Unfortunately, I will miss the “Ride for Eyes” 
hosted by the Sobieski Lions Club due to my Grandson’s wedding in InternaƟonal Falls, MN. I wish them great 
weather and wonderful support from the Lions and riders in the community—remember, you don’t need a     
motorcycle to parƟcipate; cars are welcome. 
 
We Serve,  
1VDG Diann Bellmont 
 
 



Stearns County Heartland Champions Lions Club                                 
Charter Celebration Invitation 

 
You’re Invited! 

 
Join us in celebraƟng the Charter of the newest Lions Club in District 5M8,  

the Stearns County Heartland Champions Lions Club! 
 

Event Details: 
· Date: Sunday, September 28, 2025 
· Time:  4:00 PM – 6:30 PM 
· LocaƟon: Richmond Lions Community Park, Richmond, MN 
RegistraƟon: $15 per person 
Special Highlights: 

· Keynote Speaker: Past InternaƟonal President Brian Sheehan 

· Fun AcƟviƟes: Yard Jenga, Corn Hole, Face PainƟng 

· Silent AucƟon 

Refreshments, snacks and Picnic Meal Provided 
RSVP by September 20, 2025 

Please fill out the registraƟon form below to confirm your aƩendance:            

                                                              

Registration Form: 
· Name: 
· Lions Club: 
· Email Address: 
· Phone Number: 
· Number of Guests Attending: 
· Dietary Restrictions (if any): 
 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Please return this form to rosehansenotr@outlook.com or  
mail it to:  904 3rd Street N unit 12, Cold Spring, MN 56320. 
We look forward to celebraƟng this exciƟng milestone with you!  

Hosted by Cold Spring Home Pride Lions – Richmond Lions, Cold Spring Lions, Rockville Lions, 
Farming Lions  

For more informaƟon, contact: Rose Hansen Cell: (320)293-5441 
 



RegistraƟon Form 

LIONS 5M8 Mini Forum and Awards Banquet 

 

All Lions, Lionesses, and Leos are invited to aƩend the 5M8 Mini Forum 

Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 

Place: Jack & Jim’s, Duelm, MN 

Time: Social Hour 5:30 PM  Dinner 6:30 PM   Program to Follow 

Menu: Roast Beef, Potatoes, with sides, coffee, milk, & water 

Special Dietary Requirements:_______________________________________________ 

RegistraƟon: $28 Per Person if registered before September 23, 2025. 

$30 AŌer cutoff with October 1, 2025 the deadline 

Make checks payable to District 5M8 

Mail registraƟon form with payment to: 

1VDG Diann Bellmont  15433 241st Street, Cold Spring, MN 56320 

For addiƟonal informaƟon: 

Please contact me at lionpridecs@gmail.com or call 320-492-1974 
 

Guest Speakers: Special Olympic Athlete Sidney Kuechle and 

 Sophina & Connie Lindquist on First Responder’s Mental Health & Wellbeing 

Lions/ Leos and Guests Title/Name 

 

____________________________________Club______________________________________ 

____________________________________Club______________________________________ 

____________________________________Club______________________________________ 

____________________________________Club______________________________________ 

____________________________________Club______________________________________ 



Avon Hills Lions Member Dave 
Shofner who also is the Lead Coor-
dinator for Project New Hope for 
District 5M8 was awarded the In-
ternaƟonal Presidents CerƟficate 
of AppreciaƟon today for 2024-

2025 by PDG Daniel Marney Elkins 
and current 5M8 District Governor 
Zach P. Wosmek . Lion Dave is a 24 
year Lions member and this is the 
first Ɵme he's been given this hon-

or. This award is the 4th highest 
award in Lions Clubs.  

Luxemburg Lions  new Lion Patricia Anderson inducted by DG 
Zach. And club officers President Mike Cramer, DG Zach, Treas-
urer Jeff Bectold, Sec, Michael Ritzer, 1st VP John Honer, Tamer 

John Ludwig 

DG Zach, District Treasurer PDG Dave 
Thompson, Lion Lori Steinemann fill in 

for the evening for Lion Colleen       
Rosenow 

DG Zach receives the gavel from     
IPDG Deb 

DG Zach & son Joey his partner in ser-
vice for the year  

District 5M8 won 
1st Place in all of 
MD5M (2024-205 
year) in number 

of clubs reporƟng 
Service projects.  

5M8 also re-
ceived 2nd Place 
(Banana award) 
in the first quar-
ter of the new   

Lions year! Great 
job Secretaries and Service Chair 

PDG Amy Leidenfrost 

Keep up the great work Lions! 



Minnesota Lions                             
Vision Foundation 

***Save the  Date*** 

Thanksgiving for Vision  

Saturday November 1, 2025 

St. Cloud Holiday Inn & Suites 

 

Watch for additional information in 
this newsletter and via email to clubs 

 

A New Lions Year means New Changes! And District 5M8s GLT (Global Leadership Training Team) is having an 
overhaul!  
What does that mean for our members and leaders in 5M8? It means that in the next month or two - if you are 
a club president, secretary, or treasurer, look for a survey to come to you looking for your input on officer train-
ing. What you liked, what you didn't, what you'd like to see, and suggesƟons on what we can add. If you are not 
club leadership but would like the opportunity to take the survey, email me 
at davecarrieshofner@gmail.com and I can send it to you once it's available. But Why Wait!?! Email me at the 
above email now or when the need arises. As Leadership Development our GLT team is here to help you every 
step of the way from New Members OrientaƟon needs to club cabinet quesƟons and training, to DG build up 
skills, helping you achieve what you've wanted as a Lion Leader in our District and Beyond!  
 
** Ever wanted to be in club leadership but don't know where to start, 
GLT is here for you!  
 
** Ever wanted to try your hand at a District Cabinet PosiƟon but is seems beyond your skill level, or so you 
think, GLT is here to help!  
 
** Ever wanted to make more of a Leadership Difference in your Club or District but have loads of quesƟons, 
GLT is here for you!  
 
** Are you currently in a club leadership posiƟon and have quesƟons aŌer trainings or need more follow up 
aŌer, GLT is here for YOU!! 
 
Knowledge of Lions and skills training helps make you a confident and engaged Lion. The GLT team is here for 
your Leadership Success every step of the way, not just Spring Training. Reach out to me via email 
at davecarrieshofner@gmail.com or call or text at 507-829-3568. When calling or texƟng, please idenƟfy your-
self so that I may help you best!  
 
Lead to Serve, Serve to Lead!  
In Lionism, Lead GLT Coordinator Carrie Shofner and Team  

The Minnesota Lions Vision Foun-
daƟon would greatly appreciate 
donaƟons for the Silent AucƟon 
at Thanksgiving For Vision on   

November 1st. We are looking for bas-
kets worth $50 or more or cash dona-
Ɵons of any amount and we will com-
bine donaƟons to "build a basket". We 
prefer to limit baskets with alcohol. Any 
quesƟons, please contact MN Lions     
Vision FoundaƟon Director Lion Sherri  
Schmitz:allen.sherri.schmitz@gmail.com
 or 320-293-8672.  







Come  join the Sauk Rapids  Lions 
Club at the Benton County Fair  
July 29-August 5 -starƟng at 5 

every day $$$$$ 







Mental health and well-being 
October 4-12, 2025 

Hunger 
January 3-11, 2026 

Environment 
April 18-26, 2026 

If you're looking for a new way to give back, stay acƟve and enjoy meaningful companionship, Leader Dogs for 
the Blind has some extraordinary opportuniƟes that could fill your days with purpose and the profound saƟs-
facƟon of changing someone's life forever  

Two Life-Changing Ways to Volunteer: 
Raise a Future Leader Dog 
Spend about a year helping a Future Leader Dog learn the 
basics before entering formal guide dog training. You'll 
teach essenƟal skills like sit, stay and confident behavior in 
busy environments — all with the support of an experi-

Host a Leader Dog Mom 
Provide a loving home for one of our female breeding stock dogs as she helps create the next generaƟon of 
Leader Dogs. You'll care for her as she whelps (gives birth to) four liƩers of puppies, all growing into future 
guide dogs who will transform lives. This unique opportunity lets you be part of Future Leader Dogs' journey 
from birth. 

Ready to Make a Difference? 
These volunteer opportuniƟes are open to individuals, couples and families, 
whether you're drawn to raising a puppy or hosƟng a Leader Dog mom, your 
dedicaƟon can help someone experience the world in a whole new way. 
 
Visit LeaderDog.org/Volunteer or call 888.777.5332 to learn more and apply  

P.S. Not the right Ɵme to volunteer as a breeding host or puppy raiser? Please 
consider forwarding this email to someone who might be a perfect fit!  

With graƟtude, 
Leader Dogs for the Blind  





MNLERC  load for Rosholt, WI -This is one of many Lions projects making a significant impact around the 
world. The local  Lions Clubs in Pine City, MN are proud to be part of this service project. There are 100,000 

pairs of used eyeglasses on this trailer. 

Sobieski Lions Club having fun in the 
Bowlus parade! 

MINNESOTA PCA website FACTS 
 

Climate Change: Minnesota's climate is changing, with noticeable warming and in-

creased precipitation. The Average annual temperature has increased by 3.0 degrees 

F between 1895 and 2020, and annual precipitation has increased by 3.4 inches. 

Minnesota is getting warmer, especially winter nights in the northern parts of the state. Daily av-
erage minimum temperatures during winter (Dec-Feb) have increased 7.3 degrees from 1895-
2021 in northern Minnesota, 6 degrees in central Minnesota and 4.9 degrees in southern Minne-
sota. Minnesota lakes have lost an average of 10 to 14 days of ice cover in the past 50 years. 
Have these changes affected your Lions Clubs activities? Please contact Lion Sandy or McKayla 
to explain how your club has had to adjust. 

TEXAS FLOODING/LCIF 
With all of the flooding in Texas, LCIF has been on the scene with a major disaster grant of $100,000.00.   Texas 
and LCIF can use some help.   Should your Lions Club be in a financial posiƟon to help, please do so.   Individual 
donaƟons are also welcomed and appreciated. 
 
For donaƟon assistance, please contact either of District 5M8 LCIF Coordinators, PDG Frank Leidenfrost at 218-
894-1935 or frankandamyl35@gmail.com or IPDG Deb Bialke at 320-248-6704 or  liondebbialke@gmail.com  
 
Thanks for being Lions and your service. 
PDG’s Frank and Deb 



The last couple of months have been busy here in 5M8 for the Hearing foundaƟon. 
First, I would like to give a special thanks to Lion Bob Harms who just completed 6 years 
on the Minnesota Hearing FoundaƟon. In the last 6 years lion Bob has been instrumen-
tal in promoƟng and geƫng several applicants hearing aids through the Affordable 
Hearing Aid program. Lion Bob was our go -to person for the FoundaƟon in this pro-
gram. He has agreed to provide us with help if we need it in the future. Second, we 
have an immediate need to fill the vacancy created when lion Bob’s term on the board 

expired in June. If anyone out there is interested in this posiƟon, please contact me at 507-829-3565. I’m sure 
lion Bob will be happy to mentor any new member to the foundaƟon as well. In June we had our 14th annual De
-Feet walk for hearing in Bemidji and at the Arboretum in Chanhassen. Numbers of walkers was good, weather 
was excellent but donaƟons were down from previous years. Your club can sƟll donate to the walk. I can help 
with details. Finally, I can report that all the zone chairs will or have received their Hearing screening audiome-
ter. Thanks to a grant and some forward thinkers in the District, we now have an addiƟonal 9 audiometers at 
our disposal. I am currently draŌing a leƩer for the zone chairs to encourage them to contact schools to provide 
assistance this fall with hearing screenings in our District schools. We have conducted a few screenings since 
our last newsleƩer and cabinet meeƟng. The use of the machines will only increase. We need to get zone chairs 
as well as any other lions trained on the use of these audiometers. I expect our lions to accompany those units 
to the school or event that is having a screening. What an opportunity to provide a service project in your com-
munity. I’m looking forward to a busy, producƟve 2025-26 fiscal year. “Lead to Serve, Serve to Lead”  

St Joseph Y2K Lions 
worked the re-

freshment stand at 
the recent Tour of 

Saint and spon-
sored Senior Royal-

ty in the July 4th 
Parade 

PDG Pete & PCC 
Jack represented 
the  Princeton Li-

ons by sponsoring 
a “free” day at the 
local splash pad for 

the kids 

DG Zach joined the Avon Hills Lions and reviewed their 
Pollinator Project along I94. Also DG Zach installed 4 new 

members, the new club officers & presented a Melvin 
Jones Fellowship to Lion Connie Nelson, club treasurer. 



2025                                     
Lions 

 InternaƟonal  
ConvenƟon Fun! 

Orlando Florida 



Help Wanted at the MN state Fair in the Vision, Hearing 
& Diabetes booth Sign up today! 

hƩps://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70A0B45A9A72AABFE3-51742227-2025#/ 

Women	&	Family	Specialist	Report 
          
I, Lion Cheri, just returned from the InternaƟonal Lions ConvenƟon in 
Orlando Florida where I was a voƟng delegate for my club.  There were 
3 resoluƟons which I voted on, 3 changes for Lions around the world.  
Let me list them- 
A resoluƟon to authorize the associaƟon to include local taxes and fees 
to those clubs in which such fees and taxes apply.  PASSED 
A resoluƟon to redistribute the number of InternaƟonal Directors by 
reducing the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, its affiliates, Bermuda and 
the Bahamas by one (1) InternaƟonal Director in the even years and 
two (2) InternaƟonal Directors in the odd years; Increasing South Amer-
ica, Central America, Mexico and Islands of the Caribbean Sea by one 
InternaƟonal director in the Even years/ and increasing India, South 
Asia and the Middle East by two (2) InternaƟonal Directors in odd years.  
FAILED 

A resoluƟon that will prohibit a District Governor, First Vice District Governor or Second Vice District Gover-
nor from being members of the same club.  PASSED 

I would like to address resoluƟon number 2- THIS IS A BIG DEAL for us!!  The only reason it did not pass is be-
cause the voƟng was done in the US and many from the US aƩended the convenƟon but next year the Interna-
Ɵonal ConvenƟon is in Hong Kong and I can assure this well be addressed again in Hong Kong.  A 2/3 majority 
of voƟng delegates is needed to pass this resoluƟon.   
     Why is the US, Bermuda and Bahamas losing their InternaƟonal Directors?  Our membership numbers have 
DROPPED steadily over the years.  Clubs someƟme voice their concern that all they hear is “Get new members!  
Start new clubs!”  While other countries are growing the US is losing memberships.  We need to quit ignoring 
the facts and work together as a district in increasing our clubs’ memberships and help starƟng new clubs. Ad-
diƟonal hands mean we can accomplish more service in your community.  IF YOU know of a community who 
does not have a Lions Club and you think it’s a possibility, please contact us, PDGs Bill & Donna Landwehr, DG 
Zach or our District GET team- PDG Vince & Lion Trish Thiel.   
    Service is Ɵed closely to members in our clubs.  It means that we can deliver more help to our community if 
we have the numbers to deliver these services.  Each club is as unique as the community that it serves.  Your 
Lions Club determines how to improve your community together, with more hands, more ideas and more con-
necƟons. Imagine what can be accomplished!   Increase your Club’s strength, let the community know you care 
and remember to “Serve to Lead and Lead to Serve.” 
   The 2024-2025 women membership goal was to add 15 more members than the previous year.  We started 
with 870 women members, added 86 during the year and dropped 61 for a final total of 895 women members 
as of June 30, 2025.  That’s a plus (+) 25 from last year.  Thank you for helping make our goal.             
 
SubmiƩed By 
PDG Donna Mae Landwehr 
PDG William Landwehr 



Lions terms and abbreviaƟons we hear  

CC  Council Chair  

COG Council of Governors 

CS  Cabinet5 Secretary 

DG  District Governor 

DGE  District Governor Elect 

GAT Global AcƟon Team 

GET Global Extension Team 

GLT Global Leadership Team 

GMT Global Membership Team 

GST Global Service Team 

ID  InternaƟonal Director  

IP  Immediate President 

IPID  Immediate Past InternaƟonal Director 

IPED  Immediate Past InternaƟonal Director 

 

 

IVP  InternaƟonal Vice President 

 

LCIF  Lions Clubs InternaƟonal FoundaƟon 

LI  Lions InternaƟonal 

LERC Lions Eyeglass Recycling 

LIONS Liberty, Intelligence, Our NaƟons Safety 

MD MulƟple District 

PCC  Past Council Chair 

PDG  Past District Governor 

PIP Past InternaƟonal President 

VD  Vice District Governor (1st & 2nd) 

VGE  Vice District Governor Elect 

YE Youth Exchange 

ZC  Zone Chair 

ALLI Advanced Lions Leadership InsƟtute 

5M8 plus a few 
news clubs not 

MulƟple 
District 5M 

Districts  

Minnesota  

Manitoba 
NW               

Ontario 

The BIG       
picture! 



5M8 is very excited to welcome these new Lions to help us “SERVE” our communiƟes and world. We look for-
ward to working with you, side by side and striving to make a difference while having fun doing so. 

The list of new members is taken from the Lions InternaƟonal reports.  If a new member is not listed yet, it is 
due to when  Lions InternaƟonal receives the new member  informaƟon from the club. 

WELCOME NEW 5M8 LIONS MEMBERS 

Wendy Sterba     Avon Hills Lions Club 
Debra Backus    Central MN Citizens Police Academy Lions Club 
Dennis Backus    Central MN Citizens Police Academy Lions Club 
Charlie Schwegel    Eden Valley Lions Club 
Tom Redding     Finlayson & Giese Lions Club 
Eric Wetzel     Isle Lions Club 
Gaynelle Templin    Isle Lions Club 
Alysia Iverson    Lincoln Scandia Valley Township Lions Club 
Dab Spieker     Long Prairie Lions Club 
Stephanie Jofdahl    Motley Lions Club 
Linda Mohlin    Pine City Northern Lights Lions Club 
Cody Hanson    Rock Creek Lions Club 
Kaie Biendare    St Joseph Y2K Lions Club 
Andrew Knosalla    Staples Host Lions Club 

 
Lion Gerald Benson  Foley Lions Club  
Lion Ron Then   St Stephen Lions Club 

5M8 Membership update as of                    
July 29, 2025 

 

2809 Lions Members & 78 clubs 

23 dropped members 

14 members added 

-9 Net growth 

0.32% net Growth  

 

Fiscal Year to Date Ser-
vice as of July 29 5M8 

 

95 AcƟviƟes 

19,073 overall people 
served 

2,776 overall volunteer 
hours 

51% clubs reporƟng 



 5M8 Mini-Forum 

October 7, 2025 Jack & Jim’s Duelm 

5M8 Midwinter ConvenƟon 

  February 6-8, 2025   St Cloud MN 

 MD5M MulƟple ConvenƟon  

April 24-26, 2026 Sheraton  Minnetonka MN 

April 16-18, 2027 Kahler Hotel Rochester MN      

       April 28-30 Bid submiƩed by 5M8 to host in St Cloud               

Lions InternaƟonal ConvenƟon 

 

DATES  TO REMEMBER 

  September 18-20, 2025         AtlanƟc City New Jersey 

   September 3-5, 2026  Memphis Tennessee 

   September 16-18, 2027   Huntsville Alabama 

USA/CANADA  Forum 

 Our Vision To be the global leader in community          
and humanitarian service. 

Our Mission                                                                                                                                

To empower Lions clubs, volunteers, and partners to improve health and well-being, 

strengthen communities, and support those in need through humanitarian services and 

grants that impact lives globally, and encourage peace and international understanding.  

 July 3-7 2026        Hong Kong                         
July 2-6, 2027                Washington DC USA             
June 23-27, 2028               Singapore                                       
June 29-July 3, 2029   Minneapolis MN        
June 28– July 2, 2030   San Antonio TX                                                   
July 4-8, 2031    Helsinki, Finland  







 MN Lions Diabetes Foundation 

MN Lions Hearing Foundation     

PDG Mike Appel       leppa73@mnval.net 

Vacant- Help Needed 

LCIF  

PDG Frank Leidenfrost      frankandamyl35@gmail.com   

IPDG Deb Bialke     liondebbialke@gmail.com 

 

MN Lions Vision Foundation 

Lion Jordan Haukos  jordo1997@yahoo.com  cell 320-828-7226  

Lion Sherri Schmitz  allen.sherri.schmitz@gmail.com 

5M8 Leader Dog  

PDG Tracy Voigt  mnhomeof4@hotmail.com       320-630-1264 

MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation 

PDG Jeff Thompson    lionjeffthompson@gmail.com    

Lion Bob Thompson          rthompson@minpack.com 

kidsightmd5m.org/resources.php  KIDSIGHT  

Lion Marty Breuer          mjbreuer@msn.com 

Vacant– Help Needed                                                    

Can Do Canines  

PDG Pete Kleingartner—C: 763-234-9126   
Lion Jean Euteneuer—C: 320-290-6991      
 

PDG Dave Thompson        dthompson1530@gmail.com 

Lion Cathy Talbert   cathytalb95@gmail.com 

mpsaklein@live.com 

Environmental 

PDG Sandy Sandwick    

Lion Makayla Thompson   thompsonmakayla400@gmail.com 

euteneuer@charter.net 

 ssandwick.17@gmail.com  



MN Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center 

Lion Bob Thompson    teddibob@gmail.com  612-390-2629    www.MNLERC.org  

Global Service Team Coordinators 

PDG Amy Leidenfrost  head coordinator  frankandamyl35@gmail.com  

Vacant– Help Needed      

Leo’s /Youth  Exchange 

Lion  Christine Wosmek  chriswozmek@gmail.com 

Lion Trish Thiel   tltboots@yahoo.com 

Project New Hope 

Lion Shaelyn Hilbrands shilbrands9@hotmail.com 

Lion Dave Shofner  davecarrieshofner@gmail.com  

Global Leadership Coordinators 

PDG Allen Bailey   atbailey@eaglevalleytel.net   

PCC Jack Breitkreutz  jabre@izoom.net 

Lion Carrie Shofner  davecarrieshofner@gmail.com 

Global Membership Team Coordinators 

Lion Jordan Haukos   jordo1997@yahoo.com 320-828-7226                                      
Lion Caleb Anderson   calebjohn133@gmail.com                                                                
Lion Mike Shay    lionmikeshay@icloud.com                                                                                                      

 Global Extension Team Coordinators                                                                                  
PDG Vince Thiel       vincethiel@yahoo.com                                               
Lion Trish Thiel       tltboots@yahoo.com 

GMT Women’s & Family Specialist                                                                                                                 
Lion Cheri Appel               Cheri52appel@gmail.com                                        
PDG Donna Landwehr              billanddonnal@q.com                                              
PDG Bill Landwehr      billanddonnal@q.com                                                                                                  

GMT 5M8 Team 

Peace Poster/Essay 

Lion Becky Staneart  wonderwomanbls@aol.com                                                                                             
Lion Lisa Gohmen   Lisa.gohman@gmail.com 

Sheehan Foundation PDG Donna Landwehr  billanddonnal@q.com teamsheehan.foundation  



 

Please send your events, announce-
ments, and photos to: 5M8 Newsletter 

Editor        

5M8Newsletter@gmail.com 

“The deadline to submit Articles, and 
notices for the District 5M8 Newsletter 

is the 20th of each month “ 

 

Opportunities to grow! 

Websites to know 

Lions Club InternaƟonal: www: lionsclubs.org 

MulƟple District 5M: www: lionsmd5m.org 

District 5M8: www: lions5M8.org 

Lions Program Sites 

Can Do Canines: www: candocanines.org 

Childhood Cancer: www: MNlionschildhoodcancer.org 

KidsSight MD5M: www: lionsmd5m.org/lions-kidsight.html 

Lions Clubs InternaƟonal FoundaƟon (LCIF): www: lcif.org 

Leader Dog for the Blind: www: leaderdog.org 

MN Lions Diabetes FoundaƟon: www.mnlionsdiabetes.org 

MN Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center: www: MNLERC.org 

MN Lions Hearing FoundaƟon: www.5mhf.org 

MN Lions Vision FoundaƟon: www.mnlionsvisionfoundaƟon.org                                                          
Project New Hope: www: projectnewhope.net                                                                            
Sheehan FoundaƟon www,teamsheehan.foundaƟon 

 

2024-2025 Lions International Officers 

InternaƟonal President  

Arvinder Pal Singh 

Kolkata India 

Lion President Immediate Past President  

Fabricio Olivera,  Catole do Rocha, Brazil 

1st V.P. Mark Lyon                         

Brookfield ConnecƟcut USA 

2nd V.P. Dr. Manoj Shah Nairobi Kenya 

3rd V.P. Tony Benbow South Vermont                 
Australia 

District 5M8 Officers 

  District Governor Zach Wosmek                        
lionzachwosmek@gmail.com                                    

1VDG Diann Belmont                                                           
lionpridecs@gmail.com 

Secretary Colleen Rosenow, Watkins                
colleen.rosenow.5m8@gmail.com 

Treasurer David Thompson, Princeton                
dthompson7053@yahoo.com 

  

Lions University: Provided by the Forum since 2014, 
you can take all the courses you want for free, however 
graduation requirement do include attendance at 
events.  @ lionsuniversity.org 

Lions Learning Institute: LCI’s online learning portal.  
@lionsclubs.org 

Lions Virtual: Ongoing Zoom educational and social 
activities, and a mobile app that incorporates social 
sharing and other       resources. 

Global Lions Forum: Facebook Group with great dis-
cussions on topics of interests to Lions. 


