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5M8  Midwinter ConvenƟon               
InternaƟonal Guest    

Welcome                                                                                                                                 

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR   

DAVID W. WENTWORTH                                                                                            

                                                                                                                             
David W. Wentworth from Omaha, Nebraska, USA, was elected to serve a 
two-year term as an internaƟonal director of Lions Clubs InternaƟonal at 
the associaƟon’s 107th internaƟonal convenƟon in Orlando, Florida, USA, 
July 13 through July 17, 2025. Director Wentworth has a master’s degree 
in broadcast management and is currently vice president of sales for CFM 

Global, a filtraƟon manufacturing company with locaƟons in Nebraska, 
Wisconsin and Ohio. He has provided over 35 years of service to the com-

pany from working his way through college to overseeing their premier 
line of filtraƟon products sold around the globe. He has been a Lion since 
joining the Millard Lions Club in 1991 and has held numerous offices with-
in the associaƟon, including president, secretary, zone chair, region chair, 
MD 38 leadership chair, mid-winter convenƟon chair, second vice district 
governor, first vice district governor, district governor, council chair, cen-
tennial chair, cabinet secretary and Global Membership Approach Cham-

pion. AddiƟonally, he has served as USA/Canada Lions Leadership pre-
senter and faculty for several Lions Leadership InsƟtutes. He has also 

been a presenter and chairperson for mulƟple Lions Leadership Forums. 
As Sponsors Chair, he founded the “Friends of the Forum” sponsorship 
program. Director Wentworth has received numerous awards including 
Lion of the Year, the InternaƟonal President’s Award, the InternaƟonal 

President’s Leadership Award and mulƟple InternaƟonal President’s Cer-
Ɵficates of AppreciaƟon. He is also a Nebraska Lions FoundaƟon Dennis 
Hull Fellow and a recipient of the Hascall/Biggs Legacy Award. Director 
Wentworth was instrumental in establishing KidSight Nebraska in 2016 
and championed the effort to raise $87,000 to go along with a $67,000 

grant from Lions Clubs InternaƟonal FoundaƟon. As a result of this iniƟa-
Ɵve, 20 vision cameras — five in each district — have screened more than 
25,000 children to date. He is also a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow. Di-

rector Wentworth and his wife, Valerie, also a Lion and a Progressive Mel-
vin Jones Fellow, have two daughters who are both Lions. In his spare 

Ɵme, Director Wentworth plays baseball in a men’s senior baseball 
league.  
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Happy February, Lions of 5M8! 
We have an amazing and exciƟng month ahead, and I couldn’t be more energized about all that’s happening 
across our district and beyond. Midwinter convenƟon season is officially upon us, and our District 5M8                
Midwinter ConvenƟon is just a couple of weeks away! I truly hope to see many of you there as we come to-
gether to celebrate the incredible service, leadership, and impact happening locally and globally through Lions 
Clubs InternaƟonal. 
As Diann prepares for her year ahead and I begin the back half of my District Governor year, I want to sincere-
ly thank each and every one of you for welcoming me so warmly. Serving as your District Governor has been 
an honor. Please know that even next year, I will conƟnue to be a happy resource and will be giving my full 
support to Diann as she transiƟons into the role of District Governor. I have no doubt she will make our dis-
trict incredibly proud. 
If you haven’t already, please reach out and schedule your District Governor visit as soon as possible—
available dates are filling up quickly! 

 ExciƟng Events & OpportuniƟes Ahead                                                                                                                                                              
If you haven’t yet heard from either myself or IPDG Deb, we are thrilled to share news about the Ball for 
All iniƟaƟve. Lions will be providing balls to all Special Olympic athletes compeƟng at the U.S. Games happen-
ing this summer in Minnesota, in partnership with Special Olympics. Volunteer opportuniƟes will be an-
nounced very soon—keep an eye out!  
I also highly recommend aƩending the MD5M MulƟple District ConvenƟon in Minnetonka this year. We will 
be joined by our InternaƟonal President, AP Singh! Even more exciƟng—if you have someone special in your 
life who hasn’t yet become a Lion, there will be a unique opportunity for them to aƩend the convenƟon and 
be inducted by the InternaƟonal President himself. Details can be found later in this newsleƩer. 

 Shout-Outs & GraƟtude                                                                                                                                                                                                          
I want to give a HUGE shout-out to a few outstanding Lions and a remarkable club: 

GET Vince and Trisha Thiel, along with FVDG Diann Bellmont, for their Ɵreless work in developing an 
exciƟng new club opportunity in the Albany area—one that will complement and work alongside the 
exisƟng club. Your dedicaƟon and leadership do not go unnoƟced! 

A hearƞelt thank you to the Sauk Rapids Riverside Lions Club for taking the Lions’ share (pun absolutely 
intended!) of helping me put on our Midwinter ConvenƟon. Without your incredible support, I 
would be a blubbering mess. Your teamwork and commitment mean more than I can say. 

As we move forward together, expect to hear more as we work hard to finish this Lions year strong. Thank 
you for all you do—for your clubs, your communiƟes, and our district.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                              
With graƟtude and Lion pride,- 
Zach Wosmek 
District Governor - District 5M8 
(320) 905-7803 // Cell 
 



1st  Vice District Governor Diann Bellmont 
 

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE 1ST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
OF 5M8 

 
“Spreading the Sunshine of Service”                                              

Dear Lions of District 5M8,                                                                
As the days grow a liƩle longer and we welcome more sun-

light into our lives, it is fiƫng to reflect on how Lions conƟnue 
to spread the “Sunshine of Service” throughout our commu-
niƟes. This season reminds us that even small rays of service 

can make a powerful difference when shared together.  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 5M8 Mid-Winter ConvenƟon  

I hope to see many of you at our District 5M8 Mid-
Winter ConvenƟon being held: 
 February 6–8, 2026, at the Kelly Inn in St. Cloud, Minnesota. 
This year's theme, "Broadcast Your Roar," encourages every 
Lion to proudly share our impact…our stories, and our passion 
for service. It promises to be a weekend of learning, connec-
Ɵon, and—of course—Lion fun! 
RECENT VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR VISITS & CONVENTIONS 

Recently, I had the pleasure of aƩending a District 
Governor visit with DG Zach Wosmek in LiƩle Falls, MN, 
where I was warmly welcomed by Lions from three incredible 
clubs: 

LiƩle Falls Lions                                                                                                      
LiƩle Falls Lindbergh Lions                                                               
LiƩle Falls Dandee Lions                                                                               
This area is rich in Lion history, and it was truly inspiring to see 
the dedicaƟon and camaraderie shared among these clubs. 

MulƟple District ConvenƟon AƩendance 
I have also had the opportunity to aƩend several 

neighboring district convenƟons, including the 5M9 and 5M1 
Mid-Winter ConvenƟons. Each experience has been reward-
ing—filled with learning, inspiraƟon, new Lion friendships, 
and plenty of shared laughter. These gatherings truly remind 
us of the strength of our Lions family beyond district lines. 
CollaboraƟve Service in AcƟon 

A highlight of my convenƟon visits was witnessing the 
power of district collaboraƟon. On Friday, January 9th, District 
5M8 assisted 5M9 in conducƟng a KidSight screening ses-
sion—a wonderful way to meet Lions who love to serve and 
to demonstrate our commitment to vision care across mulƟ-
ple districts. 
Inspiring InternaƟonal Leadership                                                    
I was also privileged to hear inspiring messages delivered by: 
InternaƟonal Directors Mark & Debbie Man-
sell (Washington) 
InternaƟonal Director Melissa Washburn (Carlsbad, New 
Mexico)       

 
                                                                                                      
 
 
 
Their passion and vision for Lions service conƟnue to energize 
our commitment to global impact. 
YOUTH EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITY: HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 
ExciƟng News! Students from around the world have ex-
pressed strong interest in visiƟng Minnesota through 
our  5M8 Youth Exchange Program!                                                                            
To make these life-changing exchanges possible, we are in 
urgent need of host families for the month of July.  If you or 
someone you know may be interested in hosƟng an Interna-
Ɵonal Student, please reach out by phone or message. Addi-
Ɵonal informaƟon will be provided to help you understand 
what is involved and how you can make a life-changing im-
pact on a young person's future. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to share Minnesota hospitali-
ty and build global friendships! 
 
LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE - 
We are currently seeking dedicated Lions to step into the fol-
lowing leadership roles:  

ô Hearing Coordinator 
 ô Environment Coordinator  
ô Lions Quest Coordinator 
 ô Zone Chair PosiƟons 

 
These roles are “vital to our success” and provide meaningful 
opportuniƟes for personal growth and leadership develop-
ment. If you are interested in any of these posiƟons or would 
like more informaƟon, please to reach out to me. 
IN CLOSING 
Thank you for all that you do to serve, lead, and inspire. To-
gether, let's conƟnue to “Broadcast Our Roar” and shine 
the “Sunshine of Service” throughout District 5M8 and be-
yond.                                                                                                                 
I look forward to seeing you at the 5M8 Mid-Winter Conven-
Ɵon, to conƟnue our journey of service together. 
In LIONISM, 
 
Diann Bellmont - 1st Vice District Governor District of 5M8 
 



5M8 Mid Winter Convention 
February  6 – 7 – 8, 2026 

Tentative Schedule 
Kelly Inn, St Cloud, MN 

 
Friday: February 6 
11:00 am – 7:00 pm  RegistraƟon/CredenƟals    Lobby 
11:00 am – 7:00 pm  Eyeglass/Hearing Aid CollecƟon   Lobby 
1:30 pm – 2:00 pm  FoundaƟon MeeƟng     University B 
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Cabinet MeeƟng     University B 
4:00 pm – 7:15 pm  Hospitality Room open    Husky Room 
6:30 pm – 6:45 pm  1st Timers MeeƟng     University B 
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  Opening Service/CelebraƟon of Life   Grand Ballroom 
9:00 pm – 11:00 pm  Hospitality Room open    Husky Room 
9:00 pm – 11:00 pm  DJ and Cash Bar     Grand Ballroom 
 
 
Saturday: February 7 
6:30 am – 8:00 am  ConƟnental Breakfast    Poolside 
7:00 am – 11:40 am  RegistraƟon/CredenƟals    Lobby 
7:30 am – 8:00 am   FoundaƟon MeeƟng     Grand Ballroom 
8:00 am – 7:00 pm  Eyeglass/Hearing Aid CollecƟon   Lobby 
8:00 am – 9:30 am  Annual Business MeeƟng    Grand Ballroom 
10:00 am – 10:30 am  VoƟng       University A 
10:00 am – 11:30 am  Meet ID David Wentworth                Weidner Room, Conv Ctr 
11:00 am   Leo’s MeeƟng      University A    
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm  Noon Luncheon – Daniel Marney Elkins  Grand Ballroom 
2:00 pm – 6:00 pm  RegistraƟon      Lobby 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm  Program: Bri’s Lodge     Grand Ballroom 
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Program: Fraud, Amber Appel   Weidner Room, Conv Ctr 
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Program: MN Lions Hearing Fdtn, Mike Appel  Bell Room, Conv Ctr 
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm  Hospitality Room open    Husky Room 
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm  Catholic Service     Weidner Room, Conv Ctr 
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm  Evangelical Service     Bell Room, Conv Ctr 
5:30 pm – 7:00 pm  ID RecepƟon      Grand Ballroom 
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm  Governor’s Banquet     Grand Ballroom 
9:00 pm – 11:00 pm  Hospitality Room open    Husky Room 
 
 
Sunday February 8 
8:00 am – 9:00 am  RegistraƟon      Lobby 
8:30 am – 9:15 am  Parade of Green     University B 
9:30 am – 11:15 am  Brunch – ID Bert Nelson    Grand Ballroom 
 
 
Thank you for coming to our ConvenƟon, we hope you learned a lot.  Please reach out to lionzach-
wosmek@gmail.com with any concerns. 



Parade of Green 

 

 Lions Clubs International Foundation  (LCIF) 

On Memo line write: Sight, Disaster, Youth, Humanitarian needs, area of greatest need,      
or show split amounts. Each $1,000.00 accumulated donation qualifies for a Melvin Jones 
Fellowship. 

 MN Lions Hearing Foundation 501C(3) entity 

Each $1,000.00 accumulated donation qualifies for a Hearing Research Fellow. 

            MN Lions Vision Foundation 501C(3) entity 

Each $1,000.00 accumulated donation qualifies for a Helen Keller Award. 

 MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation 501C(3) entity 

Each $1,000.00 accumulated donation qualifies for a Believe Award. 

 MN Lions Diabetes Foundation 501 C(3) entity 

Each $1,000.00 accumulated donation qualifies for a Dreamcatcher Award. 

 MN Lions Missions, a 501C(3) entity.  

  On memo line write Eyeglass Missions. 

 Can Do Canines 501C(3) entity 

  Each $500.00 donation qualifies for a Top Dog Award. 

 Leader Dogs for the Blind 501C(3) entity 

Each single $1,000.00 donation qualifies for a Leader Dog Founders Tribute.  Other award  
categories are available.    

 Project New Hope Foundation 

  For gambling funds write check to Project New Hope Foundation of MN  

  For non-gambling funds write check to Project New Hope 

 District 5M8 Foundation 501C(3) entity 

 District 5M8 KidSight- On memo line write: KidSight 

 Leos - On memo line write: Leos 

  Youth Exchange – On memo line write: Youth Exchange 

  Youth Outreach – On memo line write: Youth Outreach 

 Camp Confidence 

For gambling funds, complete Form LG270 and submit to MN Gambling Control Board.    
Upon receipt  of approval write check to Camp Confidence Learning Center. For non-
gambling funds write check to Camp Confidence Learning Center 

 TEAM Sheehan Charitable Foundation 501(c3) entity 

  Find more information about this foundation in this newsletter.  







 
 

2026 RegistraƟon Form 
Your District & Club Name      _________________________________           Circle if 

Name & Title                             __________________________________Gluten or Vegetarian 

Lions Membership#       ____________________________________            Circle if 

Companion Name & Title       _________________________________ Gluten or Vegetarian 

Companion Lions#        ____________________________________ 

Address         ____________________________________ 

City/Town         ____________________________________ 

State/Prov/Zip/Postal       ____________________________________ 

Email          ____________________________________ 

RegistraƟon Fee $110.00 (US) 

RegistraƟon includes Friday evening Meet & Greet, Seminars on Saturday, Saturday breakfast, 
lunch and dinner with dynamic guest speakers 

Checks payable to: Northern Pride Lions Forum 

Mail to: Lion Dennis Heinen, 12069 Bluegill Dr, Sauk Centre, MN 56378 

Hotel ReservaƟons: Duluth Radisson Harborview 
800-333-3333 Group Northern Lions Forum 

 
hƩps://www.choicehotels.com/reservaƟons/groups/IZ07S7 

March 20th & 21st, 2026 

Radisson Duluth Harborview 



    5M8 MID WINTER CONVENTION             
DOOR PRIZE KELLY INN    FEB 6,7,8, 2026 

EACH YEAR AT THE MID-WINTER CONVENTION 
IN 5M8 WE ASK EACH CLUB THAT ARE COMING 
TO THE CONVENTION TO BRING A GIFT WORTH 

$25 THAT WILL BE USED ON SATURDAY 
LUNCHEON OR SUNDAY BRUNCH FOR A 

DRAWING.  WHEN COMING BRING THEM TO 
THE REGISTRATION DESK PLEASE! 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTION CALL 
320.251.1130                                                                        

LION DONNA MAE AND BILL LANDWEHR 

2026 ConvenƟon  CommiƩee request for informaƟon  
 
The District 5M8 ConvenƟon CommiƩee is working on the various 
aspects of the ConvenƟon and one of the pieces of informaƟon we 
would like from the Clubs, is informaƟon regarding deceased mem-
bers for the past year. If your club has had a member or members 
pass away between January 2025 and January 2026, please for-
ward a picture, and informaƟon regarding that member to: 

David Thompson dthompson7053@yahoo.com  or 
David Thompson 3160 181st  Ave NW   Cedar, MN 55011. 

This informaƟon will be only used for recogniƟon and acknowl-
edgement during the CelebraƟon of Life Service 
on Friday night at the ConvenƟon. Dave would  
appreciate receiving this informaƟon no later than  
February 1, 2026. 





November 17, 2025 

To: District Governor Zach Wosmek and Fellow Lions of District 
5M8  

Dear Governor Wosmek, and Fellow Lions, 

Please accept this "Letter of Intent" to run for the    
position of  5M8 District Governor for the 2026-2027 term.  

 
Membership and Club Service 

 
I am an active member in good standing of the Cold 

Spring Home Pride Lions Club, having joined in October, 1989.   
I currently serve as Vice District Governor of 5M8.  I am Past 
President of the Cold Spring Home Pride Lions Club, and have 
been a dedicated and active Lion for over 35 years. 

 
District Leadership Experience 

 
Throughout my service to District 5M8, I have held  

several leadership positions, including: 
 

· CSHP Club President; Secretary; 
· Zone R4-2 Chairman (2009-2012) 
· Youth Camp and Exchange/Youth Trustee (2013-2014) 
· Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation Trustee (2018-2020) 

Current member of the 5M8 District Cabinet 

 
Recognition and Awards 

 
I am honored to have received the following recognition for   
my service: 
 
· Melvin Jones Fellowship Award (2008) 
· Dream Catcher Award (2023) 
· 100% Secretary for my CSHP Club many times 

International President Award for co-chairing the forming 
of the  Stearns County Heartland Champions Lions 
Club.(2025)  

Professional Development 
 

I am committed to continuous learning and leadership   
development: 

Graduate of the Lions Leadership Institute, attended the 
Northern Pride Leadership Institute and LIONS USA/
CANADA Leadership September 2025. 

 

 

 

 

Completed the first session of 2VDG training (October 19, 
2024) VDG Training October 2025. 

Currently, completing online VDG virtual courses. 

 
Additional Service 

I have served on several planning committees for District 5M8 
Conventions and have contributed to the Ooga Boogga Room 
at conventions, bringing fun and laughter to our gatherings. I 
also attended the 2019 Multiple District Convention in Mahno-
men, MN and 2025 M5 Convention in Bloomington, MN. 

Community Involvement 

Beyond Lions, I am actively involved in my community: 

· Member of the Cold Spring Historical Society 
· Member of River of Life Assembly of God Church in Cold 
Spring 
· Former Stearns County licensed childcare provider (1985-
2010) 

Recipient of the Stearns County "Provider of the Year" 
Award (2009) 

 
Commitment: 

I am excited about the opportunity to serve District 5M8 as  
District Governor and am committed to supporting our Dis-
trict's goals, fostering membership growth, and advancing our 
humanitarian service mission. 

WE SERVE! 

Respectfully, 

Diann Bellmont 

Lion Diann Bellmont 
Past President, Cold Spring Home Pride Lions Club 
VDG District 5M8 
 
Address: 15433 241st Street, Cold Spring, MN 56320  
Cell: 320-492-1974 
Email: LIONPRIDECS@GMAIL.COM 



 

Date:  November 20, 2025 

To:  DG Zach Wosmek 

From:  PCC Deborah Harms 

Subject: Endorsement for the Office of 5M8 
2nd Vice District Governor 

Dear DG Zach, 
 
I am wriƟng on behalf of the Sauk Rapids Riverside 
Lions Club to share that we met Monday, Novem-
ber 3, 2025 for our regular membership meeƟng. At 
that meeƟng a moƟon was made, seconded and 
unanimously passed to endorse Lion Kimberly 
Stommes for the office of 2nd Vice District Governor 
for 5M8 for 2026 – 2027. 
 
Lion Kimberly has served our club since April 7, 
2008 with great enthusiasm as President, 1st and 2nd 
Vice Presidents, Treasurer and Secretary. At the dis-
trict level, she has served as a Trustee for the MN 
Lions Diabetes FoundaƟon from 2017 – 2023. Since 
2017, she has been serving as their legal counsel. In 
the 2024 – 2025 year, she served on the 5M8 GST 
team. Because of her service the club has honored 
her with a  Melvin Jones Fellow. 
 
The Sauk Rapids Riverside Lions Club is excited and 
honored to endorse Lion Kimberly for the office of 
2nd Vice District Governor.  We believe she will do 
an outstanding job and will eventually be a great 
District Governor. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
 
PCC Deborah Harms, Secretary 
Sauk Rapids Riverside Lions Club 
 

November 17, 2025  

To: District Governor Zach Wosmek: Lions District 5M8  

Re: LeƩer of Intent to Run for 2nd Vice District Governor 
(2026–2027)  

Dear District Governor Wosmek: I 

 am wriƟng to formally declare my intent to run for the posi-
Ɵon of 2nd Vice District Governor for Lions District 5M8 for 
the 2026–2027 Lions year. I am a proud member of the Sauk 
Rapids Riverside Lions Club, where I have been an acƟve Lion 
for 16 years. During that Ɵme, I have had the privilege of 
serving in all club offices, including Club President twice. I 
have also been honored to serve the district through various 
leadership roles, including two three-year terms as a Trustee 
for the Minnesota Lions Diabetes FoundaƟon, where I con-
Ɵnue to serve as pro bono legal consultant; a posiƟon I have 
held for the past eight years. These roles have given me valu-
able insight into district and foundaƟon operaƟons, as well 
as the opportunity to contribute to statewide service iniƟa-
Ɵves.  

I also currently serve as a member of the District 5M8 Cabi-
net, having previously served as part of the Global Service 
Team and now being appointed to the Protocol posiƟon.  

My lifelong connecƟon to Lions runs deep as my grandfather 
was a District Governor and a founder of our club, and my 
grandmother and my parents were long-Ɵme members as 
well. Their example insƟlled in me a passion for service that 
conƟnues to grow through my involvement in Lions.  

With the endorsement of my home club, the Sauk Rapids 
Riverside Lions, I am honored to take this next step in lead-
ership. I believe strongly in the mission of Lions InternaƟon-
al: to serve our communiƟes with compassion, inclusivity, 
and purpose, and I am eager to conƟnue advancing that mis-
sion across District 5M8.  

Thank you for your consideraƟon. It would be a privilege to 
serve as 2nd Vice District Governor and conƟnue repre-
senƟng the values and vision of our great district.  

Yours in Lionism, 

 

 Kimberly Stommes Sauk Rapids Riverside Lions Club  







ENVIRONMENTAL  

 
 

             LITPC YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP                   
INFORMATION         

 

The Lions InternaƟonal Trading Pin Club (LITPC) has an-
nounced for the 2025 – 2026 school year that there will be 8 
US $4,000 scholarships awarded.  GraduaƟng Leos OR grad-
uaƟng sons/daughters, grandsons/granddaughters of Lions 
are eligible to apply for the LITPC Youth Scholarship.  The 
LITPC goal is to help our future leaders and give students a 
financial helping hand.  This program started in 2012.  The 
2026 recipients will be announced at the LITPC Annual 
MeeƟng in 2026.   

To obtain the current LITPC Youth Scholarship informaƟon: 

     1.  Go to the LITPC website:  www.litpc.org 

     2.  In the leŌ column, click on Scholarship ApplicaƟon 
Form. 

     3.  Read and follow ALL direcƟons.  Be sure to fill out ALL 
the forms neatly and correctly which includes the 4 essay 
quesƟons (in 350 words or less) and the quesƟon about 
scholarships that you have been offered along with sub-
miƫng a cerƟfied copy of your high school transcript includ-
ing acƟviƟes.    Plus, you also need to aƩach recommenda-
Ɵons from 2 persons (i.e. teacher, coach, clergy, employer, 
etc.) AND aƩach a recommendaƟon leƩer from a Lions Club 
member indicaƟng the name of the Club and state/province 
and country in which the Club is located.   

ALL forms and leƩers are to be submiƩed by MARCH 1, 2026 
to: 

Lions Bill & Marcia Guthrie, Scholarship Chairman       763-
232-9357  

9  101st  Lane NW, Coon Rapids, MN   55448         bmguth-
rie9@myctl.net     

You can either mail us your applicaƟon OR email it to us.   

                              THANK YOU AND GOOD LUCK TO ALL!!!    

The LITPC fulfills the moƩo of Lions Clubs InternaƟonal – 
“WE SERVE”   

There has been an arƟcle regarding the environ-
ment in District 5M8 monthly newsleƩers. The goal 
of each arƟcle was to be informaƟve, interesƟng, 
and thought-provoking. 
The September arƟcle was informaƟon about hun-
ger staƟsƟcs. The October arƟcle provided infor-
maƟon about worldwide deforestaƟon. The No-
vember arƟcle suggested using the Lions Club and 
Community Needs Assessment to discuss possible 
local environmental projects. The December arƟcle 
defined the three types of natural environments. 
The January arƟcle reported climate trends fore-
cast for 2025. 
  
Environment CommiƩee 
PDG Sandy Sandwick  ssandwick.17@gmail.com 

Lion Makayla Thomp-
son thompsonmakayla400@gmail.com 



We at Can Do Canines appreciate your 
partnership in spreading the word 
about our inspiring assistance dog 
teams. 
 
Today, I want to make you aware that 
we recently highlighted on our website 
a newer team that resides in your dis-
trict:  

Jenny and Hearing Assist Dog 
Maury, hƩps://
candocanines.org/signals-in-
the-silence/  

 



 

GreeƟngs fellow Lions of MD5M, 

I wanted to update you on the KidSight program 
across the MulƟple. 

We have 25 dedicated Directors across our 12 MulƟple Districts who are acƟvely screening    
children in all venues from preschools and daycares to public and private schools.  Although our 
primary focus has been children 6 months to 6 years where issues of amblyopia  (lazy eye) can 
be more easily treated, we also find value in screening older children through their senior year 
in high school.    

In the second quarter of our Lions year, 10-1 to 12-31 of 2025, 44,467 children have been 
screened and 6,100 have been referred for professional care. These numbers may be greater, 
they represent the numbers provided to me.  We are so excited to see the conƟnued growth of 
this program.  Your Club should be contacted by one of the Directors in your MD to present at a 
Club meeƟng, if you have not, I will provide a link to the Directors by MD and feel free to con-
tact them to arrange a visit. 

Our FoundaƟon recently replaced 21 of our screening instruments that no longer have support 
from the manufacturer.  This was done through funds from our FoundaƟon and a matching 
grant from LCIF.  Your generous support of the FoundaƟon allows us to conƟnue to promote  
KidSight and provide this valuable service to our children.  Please conƟnue to include the       
KidSight FoundaƟon in your parade of green donaƟons. 

Thank you Lions of MD5M for your conƟnued support of KidSight and feel free to contact me 
with any quesƟons regarding the program. 

To find the KidSight Director in your MD, visit: 

kidsightmd5m.org and look under the “Where we screen” secƟon where the contact infor-
maƟon for all Directors can be found. 

In Service, 

Lion Dr. Jim Molde 

Chair, MD5M Lions KidSight FoundaƟon 



 
 
 
GreeƟngs 5M8 Lions Clubs, 
  
You may already be familiar with the wonderful history and the Global Causes of the Lions Clubs InternaƟonal 
FoundaƟon (LCIF).  CelebraƟng over 58 years of service, the FoundaƟon has been working with Special Olym-
pics for the last 25 years. 
  
As a District Coordinator of LCIF, we are a partner and involved in “Roar For A Cause”, a fundraiser to support 
“Family Night CelebraƟon” at the Special Olympics here in Minnesota June 20-26, 2026 
  
LCIF/Special Olympics will be the recipient of the proceeds from “Roar For a Cause” by holding a silent aucƟon 
on February 28 at Chanhassen Dinner Theater.  The event is a gathering of Lions from all around the state of 
Minnesota, Ontario and Manitoba. 
  
As Chair of the Silent AucƟon of this event, I am reaching out to our fellow 5M8 District Lions Clubs /Individual 
Lions to donate an item and/or basket to the silent aucƟon.  
  
Please call me for a pick up at 320-248-6704.  
  
Kindly send any giŌ cards or cerƟficates to: 
Deb Bialke 
5559 355th Ave 
Hillman, MN  56338 
  
Thank you sincerely for your Ɵme and consideraƟon.  Please e-mail me at 
liondebbialke@gmail.com if you would like further informaƟon. 
  
Through our support of our collaboraƟon with the Special Olympics, especially hosƟng Family Night and giŌ-
ing a “All Ball” to each of the Special Olympic Athletes. 
  
In service, 
  
  
Deb Bialke 
Lions Clubs InternaƟonal FoundaƟon (LCIF) 
LCIF District Coordinator 5M8 
5559 355th Ave    
Hillman  MN 56338 
 







 

Subject: Awards for Your DonaƟons to Leader Dogs for 
the Blind                                                                               

First of all, I would like to say THANK YOU, THANK YOU 
for your generosity! At the 5M8 Midwinter ConvenƟon, 
we raised over $25,000 for Leader Dogs for the Blind. 

I am wriƟng to make you aware of the opportuniƟes 
your club has to honor someone in your club, communi-
ty, or another organizaƟon for their support of Leader 
Dogs for the Blind. Blindness can slow a person down—
but free services from Leader Dog make people unstop-
pable. 
Millions of people are blind or visually impaired and 
lack the means to travel independently. Leader Dog 
programs change that. With your club’s conƟnued sup-
port, your donaƟons help people achieve independence 
for years to come. 
 
Below are the ways your club can donate to Leader Dog 
and receive recogniƟon. Please note: 
All donaƟons must be made within one fiscal Lions year. 
Amounts no longer accumulate over mulƟple years. 
 
Your donaƟon of $_________ allows you to choose an 
award. Here are the giving opƟons and how to check 
your club’s donaƟon totals: 

Leader Dogs for the Blind – Quick Reference for Club 
Awards 
Deadline to Order Awards: July 1, 2026 
DonaƟon OpƟons & Award RecogniƟon 

 

 

 
 
 
Check Your Club or District DonaƟons 
Visit: hƩps://www.leaderdog.org/lions-club/club-
donaƟon-reports/ 
 (Updated the first week of each month)     

                       Send DonaƟons To:                                                                 
Kelsey MarƟn-Gardner 
 Director of Philanthropy for Lions Engagement 
 Leader Dogs for the Blind 
 P: 248-218-6227 
 1039 S. Rochester Rd. 
 Rochester Hills, MI 48307 

Your tax-deducƟble giŌ helps make people unstoppa-
ble. 
 Tax ID: Federal 38-1366931 | Michigan A-152543 

Deadline to order awards: July 1, 2026 

I am always available to visit your club to provide a 
demonstraƟon or to answer any quesƟons. Please reach 
out anyƟme at 320-630-1264. 

PDG Tracy Voigt 320-630-1264  
mnhomeof4@hotmail.com 

Donation Award / Recognition Notes 

$500 Puppy Sponsorship Includes 5x7 photo, 4 wallet-size photos, puppy profile, certificate, plush puppy 

$500 Large Brick Installed at Rochester Brick Plaza; keepsake miniature brick sent 8–14 weeks after 
order 

$250 Small Brick Same as large brick but smaller 

$1,000 Lion Leader Dog Medal-
lion 

Symbolizes partnership between Lions and Leader Dogs 

$5,000+ Top Dog Club Recogni-
tion 

Choose 1+: patch for banner, Top Dog pins, mini certificate, plush puppy; recog-
nized on social media; personal call from Leader Dog client 



Lions InternaƟonal 
ConvenƟon support 
available: Contact 

Lion Carrie Shofner 

Rich, Guide Dog Client from Michigan, pictured with Leader Dog Timber 

FYI: The Sandstone Quarry Lions have 
changed the monthly membership meeƟng to the 
4th Monday. 
LocaƟon El Mexico restaurant, Sandstone 
Time: 4:30 social, 5:00 MeeƟng / Dinner 

    5M8 Hearing FoundaƟon Report 

The 5M8 Hearing foundaƟon has been busy in the district the past few months. A number of hearing screenings 
have been conducted with the schools in the district. Some schools that parƟcipated are: Willow River, Long 
Prairie Catholic, Long Prairie Elementary and High School, Ogilvie, Cambridge Elem, Milaca Elem. And High 
School and Albany Elementary school. We have also had the audiometer out for several events and Senior 
events. We had 22 places where hearing was screened. We have screened 2027 individuals in the past year 
plus. We had 276 referrals from our screenings. Our official name for our new program is the” Lions All Ears” 
program. We are heading into the season of club fish fries, pancake breakfasts, health fairs and other commu-
nity acƟviƟes. Let’s get out there and doing some hearing screening s with our audiometers. Remember we 
have one in every zone. Contact your zone chair and request the use of the audiometers. If you need training or 
help, just contact me. I’m happy to announce that we will have another member on the Hearing FoundaƟon 
here in 5M8, Bev Dozel from Staples will replace Bob Harms . I am glad she has accepted the posiƟon.  I will 
have a speaker at the midwinter on Saturday aŌernoon. They are coming from the Univ. Of 
MN Children’s Hearing Clinic. AŌer the session I will be available to do hearing screenings. 

Mike Appel, District 5M8 hearing trustee 



DG Zack, Don Feige (was presented Pro-
gressive Helen Keller Award) & Jerry 

Lochner (president of LiƩle Falls Lions) 
and inducted CharloƩe Chaƞield into the 
LiƩle Falls Lions Club sponsored by Lion 

Karleen Schmeidt 

Sandstone Quarry Lions had a food 
drive at Chris’ Food Center on Janu-
ary 8th. They     organized this food 
drive to help address food insecuri-
ty in their part of Pine County. Pic-
tured are Lion Jodie Ice, 
Chairperson of the event 

and PCC Judy Loken. 

VDG Diann and other 5M8 Lions aƩended 5M9 Midwinter ConvenƟon .VDG 
Diann with InternaƟonal Director Mark Mansell and his partner in service 

Cold Spring Home Pride Lions 
and Heartland Champion Lions 

at community Spagheƫ din-
ner. Home Pride Lions made a 

donaƟon to the 

5M1                        
Midwinter  

visiƟng VDG’s 

Purse winners 
at Riverside 
Lions Bingo! 





5M8 is very excited to welcome these new Lions to help us “SERVE” our communiƟes and world. We look for-
ward to working with you, side by side and striving to make a difference while having fun doing so. 

The list of new members is taken from the Lions InternaƟonal reports.  If a new member is not listed yet, it is 
due to when  Lions InternaƟonal receives the new member  informaƟon from the club. 

WELCOME NEW 5M8 LIONS MEMBERS 

Troy Tvedt    Hinckley Lions Club 
Andy Welinski   Holdingford Lions Club 
Charlotte Chatfield   Little Falls Lions Club 
Kori Maas    Paynesville Lions Club 
Jeanne Jacobson   Pine City Pine Area Lions Club 
Katy Loween   Pine City Pine Area Lions Club 
Brad Riebel    Richmond Lions Club 
Glen McDowell   Sandstone Lions Club 
Edith Harris    Sauk Rapids Riverside Lions Club 
Curt Schaefer   St. Martin Lions Club   
Daniel Sparring   St. Martin Lions Club  
Luke Throener   Swanville Lions Club 

 
Lion Marilyn O’Regan  Motley Lions Club 
Lion Duane Sorensen  St Joseph Lions Club 
 
 

5M8 Membership update as of                    
January 2026 

2774 Lions Members & 73 clubs 

137 dropped members in FY 

93 members added in FY 

-44 Net growth in FY 

-1.59 % net Growth in FY 

 

5M8  Service update 

as of January 2026  

1,930 overall acƟvity count 

480,257 overall people 
served in FY 

51,099 overall volunteer 
hours in FY 

94% clubs reporƟng 



5M8 Midwinter ConvenƟon 

  February 6-8, 2025   St Cloud MN 

Northern Pride  

March 20-21, 2026 Duluth MN 

 MD5M MulƟple ConvenƟon  

April 24-26, 2026 Sheraton  Minnetonka MN 

April 16-18, 2027 Kahler Hotel Rochester MN      

       April 28-30 Bid submiƩed by 5M8 to host in St Cloud   

  Lions InternaƟonal ConvenƟon 

DATES  TO REMEMBER 

     September 3-5, 2026  Memphis Tennessee 

   September 16-18, 2027   Huntsville Alabama 

 

USA/CANADA  Forum 

 Our Vision To be the global leader in community          
and humanitarian service. 

Our Mission                                                                                                                                

To empower Lions clubs, volunteers, and partners to improve health and well-being, 

strengthen communities, and support those in need through humanitarian services and 

grants that impact lives globally, and encourage peace and international understanding.  

 July 3-7 2026        Hong Kong                         
July 2-6, 2027                Washington DC USA             
June 23-27, 2028               Singapore                                       
June 29-July 3, 2029   Minneapolis MN        
June 28– July 2, 2030   San Antonio TX                                                   
July 4-8, 2031    Helsinki, Finland  

Environment 
April 18-26, 2026 



 MN Lions Diabetes Foundation 

MN Lions Hearing Foundation     

PDG Mike Appel       leppa73@mnval.net 

Vacant- Help Needed 

LCIF  

PDG Frank Leidenfrost      frankandamyl35@gmail.com  218-820-2323 

IPDG Deb Bialke     liondebbialke@gmail.com 320-248-6704 

 

MN Lions Vision Foundation 

Lion Jordan Haukos  jordo1997@yahoo.com  cell 320-828-7226  

Lion Sherri Schmitz  allen.sherri.schmitz@gmail.com 

5M8 Leader Dog  

PDG Tracy Voigt  mnhomeof4@hotmail.com       320-630-1264 

MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation 

PDG Jeff Thompson    lionjeffthompson@gmail.com    

Lion Bob Thompson          rthompson@minpack.com 

kidsightmd5m.org/resources.php  KIDSIGHT  

Lion Marty Breuer          mjbreuer@msn.com 

Vacant– Help Needed                                                    

Can Do Canines  

PDG Pete Kleingartner—C: 763-234-9126   
Lion Jean Euteneuer—C: 320-290-6991      
 

PDG Dave Thompson        dthompson1530@gmail.com 

Lion Cathy Talberg  cathytalb95@gmail.com 

mpsaklein@live.com 

Environmental 

PDG Sandy Sandwick    

Lion Makayla Thompson   thompsonmakayla400@gmail.com 

euteneuer@charter.net 

ssandwick.17@gmail.com  

Special Olympics Chairperson   Lion Rose Hansen                 3202935441  



MN Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center 

Lion Bob Thompson    teddibob@gmail.com  612-390-2629    www.MNLERC.org  

Global Service Team Coordinators 

PDG Amy Leidenfrost  head coordinator  frankandamyl35@gmail.com  

PCC Deb Harms     1lionlady@charter.net 

Leo’s /Youth  Exchange 

Lion  Christine Wosmek  chriswozmek@gmail.com 

Lion Trish Thiel   tltboots@yahoo.com 

Project New Hope 

Lion Dave Shofner  davecarrieshofner@gmail.com  

Vacant-Help Needed 

Global Leadership Coordinators 

PDG Allen Bailey   atbailey@eaglevalleytel.net   

PCC Jack Breitkreutz  jabre@izoom.net 

Lion Carrie Shofner  davecarrieshofner@gmail.com 

Global Membership Team Coordinators 

Lion Jordan Haukos   jordo1997@yahoo.com 320-828-7226                                      
Lion Caleb Anderson   calebjohn133@gmail.com                                                                
Lion Mike Shay    lionmikeshay@icloud.com                                                                                                      

 Global Extension Team Coordinators                                                                                  
PDG Vince Thiel       vincethiel@yahoo.com                                               
Lion Trish Thiel       tltboots@yahoo.com 

GMT Women’s & Family Specialist                                                                                                                 
Lion Cheri Appel               Cheri52appel@gmail.com                                        
PDG Donna Landwehr              billanddonnal@myctl.net                                           
PDG Bill Landwehr      billanddonnalw0@gmail.com 

GMT 5M8 Team 

Peace Poster/Essay 

Lion Becky Staneart  wonderwomanbls@aol.com                                                                                             
Lion Lisa Gohmen   Lisa.gohman@gmail.com 

Sheehan Foundation PDG Donna Landwehr  billanddonnal@q.com teamsheehan.foundation  



 

Please send your events, announce-
ments, and photos to: 5M8 Newsletter 

Editor        

5M8Newsletter@gmail.com 

“The deadline to submit Articles, and 
notices for the District 5M8 Newsletter 

is the 20th of each month “ 

 

P.R. Lion Mike Shay 

lionmikeshay@icloud.com 

 

Opportunities to grow! 

Websites to know 

Lions Club InternaƟonal: www: lionsclubs.org 

MulƟple District 5M: www: lionsmd5m.org 

District 5M8: www: lions5M8.org 

Lions Program Sites 

Can Do Canines: www: candocanines.org 

Childhood Cancer: www: MNlionschildhoodcancer.org 

KidsSight MD5M: www: lionsmd5m.org/lions-kidsight.html 

Lions Clubs InternaƟonal FoundaƟon (LCIF): www: lcif.org 

Leader Dog for the Blind: www: leaderdog.org 

MN Lions Diabetes FoundaƟon: www.mnlionsdiabetes.org 

MN Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center: www: MNLERC.org 

MN Lions Hearing FoundaƟon: www.5mhf.org 

MN Lions Vision FoundaƟon: www.mnlionsvisionfoundaƟon.org                                                          
Project New Hope: www: projectnewhope.net                                                                            
Sheehan FoundaƟon www.teamsheehan.foundaƟon 

 

2024-2025 Lions International Officers 

InternaƟonal President  

Arvinder Pal Singh 

Kolkata India 

Lion President Immediate Past President  

Fabricio Olivera,  Catole do Rocha, Brazil 

1st V.P. Mark Lyon                         

Brookfield ConnecƟcut USA 

2nd V.P. Dr. Manoj Shah Nairobi Kenya 

3rd V.P. Tony Benbow South Vermont                 
Australia 

District 5M8 Officers 

  District Governor Zach Wosmek                        
lionzachwosmek@gmail.com                                    

1VDG Diann Belmont                                                           
lionpridecs@gmail.com 

Secretary Colleen Rosenow, Watkins                
colleen.rosenow.5m8@gmail.com 

Treasurer David Thompson, Princeton                
dthompson7053@yahoo.com 

  

Lions University: Provided by the Forum since 2014, 
you can take all the courses you want for free, however 
graduation requirement do include attendance at 
events.  @ lionsuniversity.org 

Lions Learning Institute: LCI’s online learning portal.  
@lionsclubs.org 

Lions Virtual: Ongoing Zoom educational and social 
activities, and a mobile app that incorporates social 
sharing and other       resources. 

Global Lions Forum: Facebook Group with great dis-
cussions on topics of interests to Lions. 





2025-2026 5M8  District Governor Contest 


