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Eyeglass Recy-
cling Chair to 
take over the  
Lions Eyeglass 

Recycling Center 
program.        

Contact DGE   
Diann @ 

dibellmont@gm
ail.com for fur-

ther informaƟon 
and quesƟons. 

Help Needed ! 
District 5M8 is seeking Lions leaders to serve as Zone Chairper-
sons for Zone 5 & 6 . This is a great opportunity to support clubs, 
encourage communicaƟon, strengthen leadership and help clubs 
succeed throughout the district. A Zone  Chairperson serves as a 
link between the clubs in the zone and the district leadership. In 
this role you will:                                                                                               
*Lead Zone meeƟngs (3 annually), Support club health and 
growth *Encourage service, leadership and membership develop-
ment, *Help strengthen communicaƟon between clubs and dis-
trict leadership. 

If you enjoy working with others. SupporƟng local clubs and help-
ing Lions make an even greater impact, this may be the perfect 
opportunity for you.  

If you are interested in serving as Zone Chairperson for Zone 5 or 
Zone 6 or would like to recommend a qualified Lions, please con-
tact District5M8 Leadership Team.                                                                       
PDG Allen Bailey  atbailey@eaglevalleytel.net   

PCC Jack Breitkreutz jabre@izoom.net 

Lion Carrie Shofner davecarrieshofner@gmail.com 

Step up, get involved, 
& help make a           
difference                  
across District 5M8! 
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News from 5M8  

 

 

 

Hello Lions of 5M8! 
 
District Governor Zach coming to you one last Ɵme in this newsleƩer as your District Gover-
nor! It truly feels like I blinked and this incredible year came to an end. What an amazing 
journey it has been. I have had the honor of meeƟng so many outstanding Lions, visiƟng in-
credible communiƟes, and witnessing firsthand the tremendous service happening through-
out our district. 
 
I cannot begin to thank all of you enough for the trust, support, and encouragement you have 
given me during this unforgeƩable year. Serving as your District Governor has truly been one 
of the greatest honors of my life. 
 
As we move into the 2026–2027 Lions year, I know our district will conƟnue to shine brighter 
than ever before. The passion, dedicaƟon, and heart for service that exists within District 
5M8 is something truly special, and I am excited to see all the wonderful things yet to come. 
 
While my term as District Governor is ending, my commitment to Lions service certainly is 
not. I am looking forward to serving in several new roles in the coming year, including: 

Serving with the Global Membership Team to help conƟnue growing and strengthening 
our incredible district through impacƞul membership and retenƟon efforts. 

Becoming a Director on the Minnesota Lions Vision FoundaƟon Board. 
SupporƟng soon-to-be District Governor Diann as Immediate Past District Governor and 

assisƟng in any way I can to help make her year memorable and successful. 
 

Please know that if you ever need anything from me, I will always be here as a resource for 
you. I would love to conƟnue visiƟng clubs, aƩending events, and connecƟng with all of you 
whenever possible. 
Enjoy your summer, everyone, and please don’t be strangers! Thank you again for allowing 
me the privilege of serving District 5M8 this year. Together, we truly Amplified our Lions         
Spirit! 

Zach Wosmek 
District Governor - District 5M8 
(320) 905-7803 // Cell 
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District Governor Elect Diann Bellmont 
 

 

Porch Notes – District Governor Elect 
As we finally enter the warmer part of the year here in Minnesota, many of us are enjoying gardening or simply 
taking time to stop and smell the flowers. One of my favorite ways to relax is playing in the dirt and planting 
flowers to enjoy later in the summer. 
It has been a busy and rewarding past month visiting clubs, attending zone meetings and participating in District 
Officer Training offered at three locations. Hopefully, most club officers were able to take advantage of this train-
ing opportunity. If not, training is available in the Lion Portal under the Learning section. Please be sure to report 
if you were able to participate in the training. What a wonderful opportunity it has been to meet the amazing 
Lions throughout our district and to learn about the caring service projects taking place in each community. 
As you drive through our towns, you can truly see the impact Lions have made—from beautiful parks to pavilions 
that host local events—many of them built through the dedication and hard work of Lions members. 
On Mother’s Day, I had the joy of watching my grandchildren participate with a baseball team at Miracle Field for 
children and young adults with special needs, ages 6 to 25. Seeing the Lions volunteers who helped make the day 
such a success, along with the excitement of every participant as they hit the ball and ran the bases, was truly a 
heartwarming experience. 
District 5M8 was also able to collaborate with District 5M9 and the Jacob’s Crew Lions Club to help introduce 
the Lions Quest program to the Staples-Motley School District. Through the efforts of Council Chair Denise 
Laudenbach, who delivered an outstanding presentation to the middle school principal, Lions were able to share 
the possibilities and benefits of the program. CC Denise then guided us through the Quest grant application pro-
cess to assist the Staples-Motley School in implementing the program. 
We are excited to share that, with the assistance of PDG Frank Leidenfrost and PDG Deb Bialke, the grant has 
now been confirmed and is available to District 5M8. A heartfelt thank you to everyone who shared their time, 
knowledge and commitment to help make this possible for our district. 
In addition, the visit of International President A.P. Singh to the campuses of the College of Saint Bene-
dict and Saint John’s University has inspired the development of the new Collegeville Lions Club, with the St. Joe 
Lions Club serving as the sponsoring club. The assistance of Kingshuk Mukherjee, Chair of Global Business Lead-
ership on campus, has been a driving force in this process. It has been a very enlightening and rewarding experi-
ence to be part of this development effort. 
Our trip to Hong Kong is now less than a month away, and the time has truly flown by. My husband, Bob, and I 
are excited to share this journey with the District Governors-Elect of MD 5M. I am incredibly grateful for the 
friendships formed along the way, the leadership lessons learned throughout the process, and the many Lions 
leaders who have generously given their time to help prepare us for the coming year. Thank you to everyone 
who has supported us on this journey. 
Before departing for Hong Kong, I, along with our outstanding GAT team—GET PDG Vince Thiel and GMT Zach 
Wosmek—will attend the MISSION 1.5 Summit in Atlanta. There, we will join incoming International Presi-
dent Mark Lyon and Lions leaders from around the world to collaborate on solutions for growing membership in 
the coming year. 
Together, we continue building stronger communities through service, leadership and friendship. 
 
WE SERVE 
Diann Bellmont 
DGE District 5M8 
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_____________________________         ________________________________             _________                   

_____________________________         ________________________________             _________    

_____________________________         ________________________________             _________    

_____________________________         ________________________________             _________    

_____________________________         ________________________________             _________    

_____________________________         ________________________________             _________    

_____________________________         ________________________________             _________    

_____________________________         ________________________________             _________    

_____________________________         ________________________________             _________    

T-Shirt Order 
Please list each member/guest that would like to receive a t-shirt along with their email address and size. T-shirts 
are available in adult sizes small to 5XL and child small-large. Save Time for Everyone! Emails are required for us to 
send electronic waivers before the event. 

       Name       Email Address                          T-Shirt Size 

Come and join us for this fun 
event and support the MN Lions 

Hearing FoundaƟon 
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Club Name__________________________________________  Dis-
trict_____________________________ 

Contact Person (please print) 
______________________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________City___________________State_____  
Zip_________ 

Phone #___________________ Email ad-
dress:_________________________________________________ 

DonaƟon Amount:  $1000_____ $500_____ $250_____ $100_____ $50_____ $35_____ 
$25_____ 

Check the box for the type of donaƟon: 

Club DonaƟon 
Personal DonaƟon 

$25 donaƟon with no t-shirt. 
$35 donaƟon includes a t-shirt.  RegistraƟon form must be received by April 15th, 2026 to re-
ceive a t-shirt. 
 
*Complete the next page for t-shirts 
 
Club Sponsorships: 
$1000 level - Club’s name on the back of the t-shirt and up to 28 entrants with t-shirts 
$500 level - Up to 14 entrants with t-shirts 
$250 level - Up to 7 entrants with t-shirts 
$100 level - Up to 3 entrants with t-shirts 
 
Check the box for which event you/your club are aƩending: 

Dfeet Walk at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
Dfeet Walk at the Diamond Point Park in Bemidji 
DonaƟon Only 

 

D-FEET WALK REGISTRATION FORM 

June 6, 2026 
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One of MLVF's projects:  Lions Children’s Eye Clinic  
 

Did you know that the leading clinic in the upper Midwest for the treatment of children’s eye condiƟons is right 
in our own backyard? That would be your own Minnesota Lions Children’s Eye Clinic. Six pediatric eye doctors,  
four orthopƟsts, and two ophthalmic technicians treat more than 10,000 paƟents each year, assisƟng children as 
young as a few days old. Their experƟse includes congenital cataracts, drooping eyelids, glaucoma, tear duct 
 problems, lazy, misaligned, or wandering eyes, muscle palsies, and reƟnoblastoma. If you know a child or teen 
who has an eye problem, connect them with the Lions Children’s Eye Clinic. 701 25th Ave S - Minneapolis, MN  
55454    612-365-8350 

More informaƟon on next page…. 
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Ramey Morril held a Pancake & stuffed French 
toast Breakfast and did Ditch cleaning. 

Cabinet MeeƟng dates: Monday July 27 and 
Monday November 9 at E. VFW St. Cloud 5 pm 

social 5:30 FoundaƟon 6 pm meal 6:30 
meeƟng   
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The first two GLT officer trainings went wonderfully. 
With over a hundred people aƩending between the 
Mora and LiƩle Falls sites the trainings were a success! 
Our last training will be on Saturday, May 30th In Cold 
Spring. If you weren't able to aƩend our trainings, 
please go online to lionsclubs.org and go to the learn-
ing center and complete the training video in your re-
specƟve officer area. Our district does get credit for 
the trainings done by our club officers, so even if 
you've been in the posiƟon for a while, please do This 
important training. Thank you to everyone who pre-
registered it made the process so much nicer and to 
our trainers who did a fantasƟc job teaching our peo-
ple leaders. The GLT Team  

DGE Diann & Lion 
Bob supporƟng 

Luxemburg Lions 
burger stand. 

Hello Fellow Lions, 
  

The Lions will be hosƟng a booth at the USA Special Olym-
pics Games, and we are looking for your help and support. 

Our goal is to promote what Lions do and highlight Champi-
ons Lions Clubs. The booth will be interacƟve and welcom-
ing, with simple games, acƟviƟes, and informaƟon to share 

with athletes, families, and visitors. We expect approxi-
mately 5,000 people per day to pass through the area, mak-
ing this an incredible opportunity to tell our Lions story and 

expand awareness. 
We are seeking Lions who are willing to: 

Help staff the booth 
Engage with aƩendees and answer quesƟons 

Assist with games and acƟviƟes 
Help share informaƟon about Champions Lions Clubs 

and other Lions service projects 
This is a fun, high-visibility way to serve and support the 

Special Olympics while showcasing the impact Lions make 
in our communiƟes. 

Please see the flyer for more informaƟon and sign up at 
 

hƩps://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4BA8A92FABFE3
-64057339-lions#/ 

 
or would like more informaƟon, please reach out to me. 
Thank you for considering being part of this exciƟng oppor-
tunity. Feel free to share with other Lions.  
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Lions InternaƟon-
al ConvenƟon 

support available: 
Contact Lion    

Carrie Shofner 
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Thanks to all the Lions in 5M8 supporƟng the goal to 
screen as many children as possible.  Your work has re-
sulted in 10,876 kids screening with 1014 referrals this 
Lion year 2025-2026. April 28th KidSight was invited to an 
event Sponsored by United Way at the St. Cloud Library. 
Event was Llama Llama. We set up the canopy and had 2 
screeners.  Clubs represented were Mora, Pierz, Isle, Up-
sala, and St. Joe Y2K.  In 2 hours, we screened 83 with 15 
referrals. KidSight has been invited back to parƟcipate 
next year 
April 27th. 

Please check 
your calendar for this year’s State Fair 
screening. District 5M8 is scheduled for 
Friday, September 4. There are currently 
several opportuniƟes to volunteer. Sign-
up is managed through Sign Up Genius: 
search for Kidsightmd5m.org.schedule, 
then open the schedule, select State 
Fair, and scroll to September 4. AŌer 
you sign up, please email me at mjbreu-
er@msn.com or text 320-336-8600 with 
your mailing address. I will mail the Ɵck-
ets to parƟcipants aŌer I receive them. 
Volunteers receive fair admission, and 
mileage reimbursement is available if 
desired. 

I want to thank Sandstone Quarry Lions, 
Staples 93 Lions and Zone 1 for inviƟng 
me to present KidSight to them. It is im-
portant to keep up to date with the pro-
gram and how beƩer to do that by in-
viƟng me to visit your clubs to do that.  

Clubs who have purchased screeners are 
encouraged to send them in for updates 
and service every 2 years. With school 
year coming to an end this would be a 
great Ɵme to do that. Let’s finish the 
year with a bang. Keep up the great 
work and remember We Serve. 

 

Marty Breuer, 1VDGE, KidSight Director 
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MD5M ConvenƟon 
Highlights 

Past Council Chair Judy Loken received the 
Hall of Fame represenƟng 5M8 from      

InternaƟonal President A.P. Singh 

2025-26 MD5M District Governors 

2026-27 District Governor Elects  

LCIF PresidenƟal medal award for reach-
ing the 2025-26 District 5M8 LCIF goal 
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 LiƩle Falls Lindbergh Lions Club celebrated its 40th Anniversary with the other two Lions Clubs in LiƩle Falls. 
President Lion Doug Bednarek presented  

Lions Gregg Dick and Steve White with their 
40 year anniversary pins for years of service 

and for being Charter members. 
Lion Deb Retka was honored with the Melvin 
Jones Fellowship Award for all the work that 

she does for the club, currently serving as 
Secretary and Gambling CommiƩee Member 

as well as a Past President. 

 
Cold Spring Home Pride Lions stuffed and sewed 103 

neck pillows for Coborn’s Cancer Center paƟents, parƟci-
pated in the “let the Sun Shine Run” to support mental 

health, and at the ROCORI area Expo providing info 
about their club and doing Kidsight vision screening and 

hearing screenings. Dollars for Scholars recipient  

Pierz Lions working 
Music in the Park and 
Ditch cleaning along 
with fellowship aŌer  

LFLC recognized five 
LiƩle Falls Lions Club 
Members who com-
piled a total of 267 
years of service in 

Lionism!!  

LiƩle Falls Lions Club donated 
new picnic tables, bike racks 
and garbage receptacles for 
use at Lions Park., welcomed 
Maria, a new member, and 
cooked for “Day of Caring” 
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5M8 is very excited to welcome these new Lions to help us “SERVE” our communiƟes and world. We look for-
ward to working with you, side by side and striving to make a difference while having fun doing so. 

The list of new members is taken from the Lions InternaƟonal reports.  If a new member is not listed yet, it is 
due to when  Lions InternaƟonal receives the new member  informaƟon from the club. 

WELCOME NEW 5M8 LIONS MEMBERS 

    
Andrew Salzl    Albany Lions Club 
Linda Buckman    Cold Spring Home Pride Lions Club  
Jeff Warren    Eagle Bend Lions Club 
Craig Lieser    Freeport Lions Club 
Ben Buttweiler    Freeport Lions Club 
Matthew Doubek   Grey Eagle-Burtrum Lions Club  
Laurie Nepsund    Paynesville Lions Club 
Brayden Hughson   Randall Cushing Area Lions Club 
Evelyn Hughson   Randall Cushing Area Lions Club 
David Spinler    Rock Creek Lions Club 
Patrick Spinler    Rock Creek Lions Club 
Jessica DelGrand   Watkins Lions Club 
Eric Morrison    Watkins Lions Club 
 

 
Lion Henry Ahrens   Eagle Bend Lions Club 
Lion Leander Maus  Pierz Lions Club 
Lion Tony Rekowski  Sobieski Lions Club 
 

5M8 Membership update as of                    
May 2026 

2766 Lions Members & 73 clubs 

214 dropped members in FY 

162 members added in FY 

-52 Net growth in FY 

-188  % net Growth in FY 

 

5M8  Service update 

as of  May 2026  

3526 overall acƟvity count 

844,239 overall people served in 
FY 

94,081 overall volunteer hours in 
FY 

95% clubs reporƟng 
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 MD5M MulƟple ConvenƟon  

April 16-18, 2027 Kahler Hotel Rochester MN      

       April 28-30 Bid submiƩed by 5M8 to host in St Cloud   

  Lions InternaƟonal ConvenƟon 

DATES  TO REMEMBER 

     September 3-5, 2026  Memphis Tennessee 

   September 16-18, 2027   Huntsville Alabama 

 

USA/CANADA  Forum 

 Our Vision To be the global leader in community          
and humanitarian service. 

Our Mission                                                                                                                                

To empower Lions clubs, volunteers, and partners to improve health and well-being, 

strengthen communities, and support those in need through humanitarian services and 

grants that impact lives globally, and encourage peace and international understanding.  

 July 3-7 2026        Hong Kong                         
July 2-6, 2027                Washington DC USA             
June 23-27, 2028               Singapore                                       
June 29-July 3, 2029   Minneapolis MN        
June 28– July 2, 2030   San Antonio TX                                                   
July 4-8, 2031    Helsinki, Finland  

June                            
Childhood Cancer 

 

5M8 Midwinter ConvenƟon 
February 5-7, 2027 
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 MN Lions Diabetes Foundation 

MN Lions Hearing Foundation     

PDG Mike Appel       leppa73@mnval.net 

Vacant- Help Needed 

LCIF  

PDG Frank Leidenfrost      frankandamyl35@gmail.com  218-820-2323 

IPDG Deb Bialke     liondebbialke@gmail.com 320-248-6704 

 

MN Lions Vision Foundation 

Lion Jordan Haukos  jordo1997@yahoo.com  cell 320-828-7226  

Lion Sherri Schmitz  allen.sherri.schmitz@gmail.com 

5M8 Leader Dog  

PDG Tracy Voigt  mnhomeof4@hotmail.com       320-630-1264 

MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation 

PDG Jeff Thompson    lionjeffthompson@gmail.com    

Lion Bob Thompson          rthompson@minpack.com 

kidsightmd5m.org/resources.php  KIDSIGHT  

Lion Marty Breuer          mjbreuer@msn.com 

Vacant– Help Needed                                                    

Can Do Canines  

PDG Pete Kleingartner—C: 763-234-9126   
Lion Jean Euteneuer—C: 320-290-6991      
 

PDG Dave Thompson        dthompson1530@gmail.com 

Lion Cathy Talberg  cathytalb95@gmail.com 

mpsaklein@live.com 

Environmental 

PDG Sandy Sandwick    

Lion Makayla Thompson   thompsonmakayla400@gmail.com 

euteneuer@charter.net 

ssandwick.17@gmail.com  

Special Olympics Chairperson   Lion Rose Hansen                                        3202935441  
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MN Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center 

Lion Bob Thompson    teddibob@gmail.com  612-390-2629    www.MNLERC.org  

Global Service Team Coordinators 

PDG Amy Leidenfrost  head coordinator  frankandamyl35@gmail.com  

PCC Deb Harms     1lionlady@charter.net 

Leo’s /Youth  Exchange 

Lion  Christine Wosmek  chriswozmek@gmail.com 

Lion Trish Thiel   tltboots@yahoo.com 

Project New Hope 

Lion Dave Shofner  davecarrieshofner@gmail.com  

Vacant-Help Needed 

Global Leadership Coordinators 

PDG Allen Bailey   atbailey@eaglevalleytel.net   

PCC Jack Breitkreutz  jabre@izoom.net 

Lion Carrie Shofner  davecarrieshofner@gmail.com 

Global Membership Team Coordinators 

Lion Jordan Haukos   jordo1997@yahoo.com 320-828-7226                                      
Lion Caleb Anderson   calebjohn133@gmail.com                                                                
Lion Mike Shay    lionmikeshay@icloud.com                                                                                                      

 Global Extension Team Coordinators                                                                                  
PDG Vince Thiel       vincethiel@yahoo.com                                               
Lion Trish Thiel       tltboots@yahoo.com 

GMT Women’s & Family Specialist                                                                                                                 
Lion Cheri Appel               Cheri52appel@gmail.com                                        
PDG Donna Landwehr              billanddonnal@myctl.net                                           
PDG Bill Landwehr      billanddonnalw0@gmail.com 

GMT 5M8 Team 

Peace Poster/Essay 

Lion Becky Staneart  wonderwomanbls@aol.com                                                                                             
Lion Lisa Gohmen   Lisa.gohman@gmail.com 

Sheehan Foundation PDG Donna Landwehr  billanddonnal@myctl.net teamsheehan.foundation
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Please send your events, announce-
ments, and photos to: 5M8 Newsletter 

Editor        

5M8Newsletter@gmail.com 

“The deadline to submit Articles, and 
notices for the District 5M8 Newsletter 

is the 20th of each month “ 

 

P.R. Lion Mike Shay 

lionmikeshay@icloud.com 

 

Opportunities to grow! 

Websites to know 

Lions Club InternaƟonal: www: lionsclubs.org 

MulƟple District 5M: www: lionsmd5m.org 

District 5M8: www: lions5M8.org 

Lions Program Sites 

Can Do Canines: www: candocanines.org 

Childhood Cancer: www: MNlionschildhoodcancer.org 

KidsSight MD5M: www: lionsmd5m.org/lions-kidsight.html 

Lions Clubs InternaƟonal FoundaƟon (LCIF): www: lcif.org 

Leader Dog for the Blind: www: leaderdog.org 

MN Lions Diabetes FoundaƟon: www.mnlionsdiabetes.org 

MN Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center: www: MNLERC.org 

MN Lions Hearing FoundaƟon: www.5mhf.org 

MN Lions Vision FoundaƟon: www.mnlionsvisionfoundaƟon.org                                                          
Project New Hope: www: projectnewhope.net                                                                            
Sheehan FoundaƟon www.teamsheehan.foundaƟon 

 

2024-2025 Lions International Officers 

InternaƟonal President  

Arvinder Pal Singh 

Kolkata India 

Lion President Immediate Past President  

Fabricio Olivera,  Catole do Rocha, Brazil 

1st V.P. Mark Lyon                         

Brookfield ConnecƟcut USA 

2nd V.P. Dr. Manoj Shah Nairobi Kenya 

3rd V.P. Tony Benbow South Vermont                 
Australia 

District 5M8 Officers 

  District Governor Zach Wosmek                        
lionzachwosmek@gmail.com                                    

1VDG Diann Belmont                                                           
lionpridecs@gmail.com 

Secretary Colleen Rosenow, Watkins                
colleen.rosenow.5m8@gmail.com 

Treasurer David Thompson, Princeton                
dthompson7053@yahoo.com 

  

Lions University: Provided by the Forum since 2014, 
you can take all the courses you want for free, however 
graduation requirement do include attendance at 
events.  @ lionsuniversity.org 

Lions Learning Institute: LCI’s online learning portal.  
@lionsclubs.org 

Lions Virtual: Ongoing Zoom educational and social 
activities, and a mobile app that incorporates social 
sharing and other       resources. 

Global Lions Forum: Facebook Group with great dis-
cussions on topics of interests to Lions. 


