Avraham and Sarah - Story 3 [ Unit 2 - Avraham’s Argument with G-d to Save Sodom
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Avraham’s Argument
with G-d to Save Sodom

Avraham came forward and said, “Will You sweep
away the innocent along with the guilty?

What if there should be fifty innocent within the
city; will You then wipe out the place and not forgive it
for the sake of the innocent fifty who are in it?

Far be it from You to do such a thing, to bring
death upon the innocent as well as the guilty, so that
innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it from You! Shall
not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?”

And the L-rd answered, “If | find within the city of
Sodom fifty innocent ones, | will forgive the whole
place for their sake.”

Avraham spoke up, saying, “Here | venture to
speak to my L-rd, | who am but dust and ashes:

What if the fifty innocent should lack five? Will You
destroy the whole city for want of the five?” And He
answered, “| will not destroy if | find forty-five there.”

But he spoke to Him again, and said, “What if forty
should be found there?” And He answered, “I will not
do it, for the sake of the forty.”

And he said, “Let not my L-rd be angry if | go on:
What if thirty should be found there?” And He
answered, “l will not do it if | find thirty there.”

And he said, “l venture again to speak to my L-rd:
What if twenty should be found there?” And He
answered, “| will not destroy, for the sake of the
twenty.”

And he said, “Let not my L-rd be angry if | speak
but this last time: What if ten should be found there?”
And He answered, “l will not destroy, for the sake of
the ten.”

When the L-rd had finished speaking to Avraham,
He departed; and Avraham returned to his place
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